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Af Faisali win Jordan Cup final 

AMMAN-(J.T-) — A1 Faisali Friday beat A1 Wihdat 2- 
| to win the Jordan Cup final — the second of the sea- 
son’s four soccer championships. .On their way to the 
final, Al Faisali scored an overwhelming 3-0 win over 
surprise qualifiers first division champs Al Tun-a, 
while Al Wihdat managed a 2-0 win over Al Jazireh. 
Al Faisali are the Jordan Cup record holders with nine 
previous tides and Last won it in 1995, while Al Wih- 
dat won the event five previous times including the 
last two years. The Jordan Cup grouped 40 teams rep- 
resenting ttie Premier League as well as the first and 
second divisions. Al Wihdat currently lead the Pre- 
mier League Championship and are looking for their 
5th consecutive title. 
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‘Iraqi decision did not violate 
U.N. resolutions’ 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Iraq’s decision to 
freeze cooperation with U.N. weapons inspectors did 
not technically violate U.N. resolutions and a Febru- 
ary accord, a U.N. Security Council member said Fri- 
day. The council member, who declined to be identi- 
fied, told reporters here that the 15-member council 
decided Thursday that because the Iraqi threat had 
“not yet led to any action,” the decision could not be 
considered a breach of international law. As a result, 
the diplomat said, there was no discussion of “sever- 
est consequences” that the council had threatened in 
March in case of a violation of the Feb. 23 agreement 
signed by U.N. chief Kofi Annan and Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz. 
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King: Treatment progressing satisfactorily 

King to Regent: / support you and stand by you; my confidence in you unwavering 
‘We await water commission report in order to deal with the situation once and for all’ 

‘No losers, nor winners 
in peace equation’ 


AMMAN (JIT.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday expressed unwaver- 
ing confidence in HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
- Regent, and appreciation 
for the Prince's efforts and 
his action to set up a com- 
mission to investigate water 
contamination. 

T am following with 
ranch appreciation all that 
you are doing in the service 
of our homeland and I sup- 
port you and stand by you; 
my confidence in you 
unwavering and my hopes 
in you great,” the King said 
in a letter addressed to die 
Regent. 

The King said he was 
comforted by the Regent's 
action to set up an able and 
impartial co mmis sion . to 
determine the responsibility 
for the con taminated water. 

The King, who left Mayo 
Clinic for a few days rest in 
Washington D.C., told the 
Regent that the interests of 
the country and people 
were the dearest to his 
heart. 

'The important thing is 
that we realise that the pro- 
vision of water, food, medi- 
cine and education in a safe 
and democratic environ- 
mchtis one crfjfie main pur- 
poses of our life on all lev- 
els of governmentT the 
King said. 

This King, however, criti- 
cised the government for 
being lax in carrying its 
duties and responsibilities. 
He cited some examples 
that would have led to dis- 
asters. 

One example he said was 
a near air miss between two 
aircraft in . the vicinity of 
Amman because air traffic 
controllers left their station 
for prayer. 

“The measures taken 
against them [the con- 
trollers] were insignificant 
for fear of possible lawsuits 
that they may file and win 
against the government, an 
excuse that is worse than 
die sin itself,” the King 
said. 

'Then comes the incident 


in the thermal station in 
Aqaba due to lack of main- 
tenance and negligence. 

“Then the recent issue of 
water” he said. 

All these incidents, the 
King said, make it impera- 
tive to “take proper action 
against any mistake or act 
of negligence.” 

The King added that gov- 
ernment leaders and people 
should deal with issues 
with a high degree of trans- 
parency. 

“We are awaiting the 
repent of the [water] com- 
mission to find out who was 
responsible for neglecting 
the water filters until they 
became defective and inef- 
fective” the King said. 

“We are anxiously await- 
ing to find out in order to 
take the appropriate action 
to deal with the situation 
once and for all,” the King 
said. 

Following is the full text 
of the Bong’s message 

Your Royal Highness, 

My brother Crown Prince 
El. Hassan Ben Talal, the 
Regent 

Greetings .. . 

I have just received your 
brief on the peace negotia- 
tions and I pray to God that 
He may guide all parties to 
the path of an honourable, 
just and lasting peace, now 
and before it is too late. 

We pray that they realise 
the real dangers that loom 
ahead should procrastina- 
tion and shortsightedness 
obstruct the vision of the 
broader picture, and prevent 
seeing the great dangers to 
all peoples, the sons of 
Abraham, may peace be 
upon him, and to the future 
generations and their right 
to a safe existence and a 
dignified life. 

The road to peace, it 
should be realised, requires 
achieving mutual trust 
based on mutual respect 
among the negotiating par- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, is flanked by Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Hashem and Prince Abdullah on his right and Prince Hashed on his left 
during prayers Friday. Royal Court Chief Fayez Tara wn eh performs prayers alongside 
Prince Hashed (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

King takes leave from Mayo 


AMMAN Q.T.) -r His M^esty King Hus- 
sein on Friday said he was given “leave” 
from Mayo Clinic, where he has been 
undergoing treatment for lymphoma since 
July 14. 

“Their decision [the doctors’] came as a 
result of the tangible improvement in my 
condition, and after the improvement of the 
blood count which expectedly went down 
after the first cycle of treatment as well as 
the accelerated progress towards normal- 
cy,” the King said in a letter to HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 


.The King said he was “pleasantly sur- 
prised” that the doctors permitted him to 
leave the clinic for Washington before start- 
ing the new round of chemotherapy on 
Wednesday. 

The King said his morale is high and that 
Jordan and Jordanians were in Ms thoughts. 
However, he said, he was advised! by the 
doctors “to avoid public places to I protect 
against infection before the blooq count 


goes back to normal and before 
new cycle of treatment.” 


starting 


the 


ties, as well as an under- 
standing of what responsi- 
bility means. 

It should be understood 
that there are no winners 
nor loseis in this equation, 
but a tragic loss for all and 
wasted opportunities of 
serious work, to achieve 
that which would win the 
blessing of God, if the sta- 
tus quo marked by short- 
sightedness and focusing 


on small issues as well as 
instilling despair over the 
desired peace prevails. 

We will unequivocally 
continue to support with all 
our strength our brethren, 
the people of Palestine, 
until the just and lasting 
peace that we all seek is 
achieved. 

We will utilise our rela- 
tions with all, those near 
and far in order to realise 


that objective. ‘ I 

May God help thkm and 
us to do our utmost! in this 
regard. 

My beloved brother... ' 

I am following with much 
appreciation all that you are 
doing in the service of our 
homeland and I support you 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Friday expressed hope that all par- 
ties to the Middle East peace process! would 
pursue the right path to a just an£ hon- 
ourable peace. i 

In a letter to HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, the King criticised those who do 
“realise the real dangers that loom ahead 
should procrastination and shortsightedness 
obstruct the vision of the broader picture, 
and prevent seeing the great danger^ to all 
peoples... the future generations and their 
right to a safe existence and a dignified life.” 
“The road to peace, it should be realised, 
requires achieving mutual trust based on 
mutual respect among the negotiating par- 
ties, as well as an understanding of what 
responsibility means ” the King saijd in a 
reply to a message the Regent sent on 
Thursday briefing the King on the latest 
round of talks the Crown Prince held with 
Palestinian and Israeli officials in Amman 
on Thursday. 

Tt should be understood that there; are no 
winners nor losers in this equation] but a 
tragic loss for all and wasted opportunities 
of serious work, to achieve that 'which 
would win the blessing of God, if tbd status 
quo marked by short sightedness and! focus- 
ing on small issues as well as inktilling 
despair over the desired peace prevails, the 
King said. i 

He said Jordan and Jordanian^ “will 
unequivocally continue to support with all 
our strength our brethren, the people of 
Palestine, until the just and lasting peace 
that we all seek is acMeved.” 

We will utilise our relations with all, those 
near and far in order to realise that objective. 

Meanwhile, Prince Hassan on Thursday 
held separate meetings with senior Pales- 
tinian negotiator Saeb Erekat and Israeli 
Internal Security Minister Avigdor Kaha- 
lani. 

The Rjegent told Jordan Television after 
the talks (hat time has come for the U.S. “to 
accept that while its principal has been to 
invite the parties Co negotiate... it is now 
time to consolidate that achievement and to 
put it on the agenda... as a full partner in the 
peace process.” 

“We believe the U.S. has to exercise, par- 
ticularly at this time, its responsibility and 
clarify that it is interested in the Palestinian- 
IsraeU dimension,” the Regent said. 

“We see in the U.S. proposals a positive 
step towards overcoming current obstacles 


facing the peace process,” he added. 

The Regent was referring to differences 
between ,the Pales tinian National Authority 
and Israel over a long overdue redeployment 
from 13 per cent of the West Bank, as pro- 
posed by the U,S.. which the Palestinians 
accepted in March. 

Israel has been stalling on the U.S. pro- 
posals and has reportedly accepted a pull- 
out from 10 per cent this time and suggest- 
ed the remaining three per cent be declared 
a '‘natural reserve zone” under Palestinian 
administration but with responsibility for 
security under Israel. 

The Prince, who received letters from 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benymin Netanyahu 
on the outcome of recent talks between the 
two sides, urged Israel to proceed with its 
long-delayed redeployment 

“This is a moment to close a chapter and 
to start a new chapter,” he said. Israel and 
the Palestinians should “close the chapter of 
the second redeployment to move on to the 
question of the third redeployment the 
question of final status." 

Prince Hassan especially lauded the Pales- 
tinian negotiators and described their contri- 
bution as effective. 

“We believe that they have arrived at a 
point. in time where the possibility of a 
breakthrough is tangible,” tee Regent said. 

He said Jordan, while promoting its own 
interests, can recognise that “tee Palestini- 
ans are clearly not going to move other than 
on a principled basis... they are not moving 
out of politeness to us or to anyone else ” 

The Palestinians, the Regent said, are 
committed to their agreements with Israel 
and the U.S. 

Following Ms meeting with Prince Has- 
san, Dr. Erekat, told reporters that he 
briefed the Regent on the recent round of 
talks with the Israeli side and asked him to 
mediate with tee U.S. to make its initiative 
public. 

‘We have exerted all possible efforts as 
Palestinians, Jordanians and Egyptians in 
order to bring tee peace process back on 
track,” Dr- Erekat said. “But what tee 
Israelis came up with in our last session was 
not only inconsistent with tee terms of ref- 
erence provided for in the interim agree- 
ment but also inconsistent with tee 


(Continued on page 7) 
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After reassuring people on King’s health 

Majali: Government resignation 
was not discussed during trip 


If it is proven a person is responsible, even 
the prime minister, he should be punished 


- By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Doctors 
supervising tee chemother- 
apy sessions for His 
Majesty King Hussein at 
Mayo ^Clinic have allowed 
him to leave tee hospital for 
Washington for a few days, 
Prime ' Minister Abdul 
Salam .Majali said Friday. 

Dl Majali, who was 
speaking to reporters upon 
arrival from the United 
States after visiting the 
King in Rochester, Min- 
nesota, said that tee med- 
ical reports' indicated teat 
foe results of treatment 
Wane encou raging . 

“His Majesty tod doctors 
have assured me about his 
health following the first 
hamd of chemotherapy 
which -was concluded suc- 
cessfully," Dr. Majali said. 

“On I Thursday, doctors 
have. decided that be would 
be able xp leave the hospital 
which he has already done. 
He went to Washin gton for 


a few days before returning 
for the second round of 
treatment,” the prime min- 
ister said. 

“Everybody have assured 
us teat [the King's case] is 
curable and hope is great 
that it will be successful 
and teat it moves according 
to expectations,” be added. 

“His Majesty’s spirits are 
high. He wants to assure 
everybody about his health 
and that he is in good 
shape,” Dr. Majali told 
reporters. 

On July 14, the King flew 
to Mayo Clinic for medical 
check-ups complaining of 
recurrent fever and cold 
sweats. 

The prime minister said 
tear the King will return to 
Minnesota for the second 
round of the chemotherapy 
on Wednesday. 

“It is premature to talk 
about when the King will 
head back to Jordan. I can 
assure everybody that His 
Majesty is always ready to 
return home but we believe 


that his health should be 
our concern and teat he 
should receive the appropri- 
ate treatment,” he added. 

Dr. Majali said teat he 
briefed tee King about 
regional and domestic 
developments, especially 
regarding “Parliament, tee 
drift press and publications 
law and tee water [prob- 
lem] in the country.” 

“His Majesty's instruc- 
tions were clear,” tee prime 
mini ster said. “What con- 
cerns him most is tee peo- 
ple” 

The prime mini ster said 
that the committee that was 
established to investigate 
the water problem in tee 
country will decide who are 
responsible for the crisis. 

“When things become 
dear, facts are revealed and 
[the committee] decides 
teat there is negligence or 
responsibility on any party 
whatever tee position they 


(Continued on page 7) 


80 dead, 1,200 injured in two 
American embassies’ blasts 


NAIROBI (R) — Two huge 
bomb blasts at U.S 
embassies in east Africa on 
Friday killed up to SO peo- 
ple, injured about 1,200 and 
brought morning rush-hour 
carnage to tee streets of 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 

Hundreds of blood-cov- 
ered workers at the two 
embassies and nearby 
buildings ran screaming 
into the streets after tee 
coordinated attacks in tee 
Kenyan and Tanzanian cap- 
itals, which were barely 10 
minutes apart 

Passengers in a bus 
caught by the Nairobi blast 
were incinerated in their 
seats. 

President Clinton 

denounced tee attacks as 
cowardly and inhuman tod 
vowed to bring tee bombers 
to justice. 

Rescue workers dug 
through mountains of rub- 
ble for hours after tee blast 
and continued into the 
night, desperately searching 
for survivors. 

But already claims were 
surfacing that the bulk of 
the effort in Nairobi was 
being directed to rescuing 


embassy staff rather than 
local victims in nearby 
buildings. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for either attack, but 
as recently as this week, 
Egypt’s banned Jihad group 
said it would retaliate for 
Washington's help in extra- 
diting Islamists to Cairo 
from Albania. 

An embassy spokesman 
in Nairobi said at least eight 


U.S. embassy staff or citi- 
zens were confirmed dead 
and seven others still miss- 
ing after the Kenya blast 
and Mr. Clinton ordered 
American flags at diplo- 
matic missions around tee 
world be flown at half mast. 

The United States was 
also sending emergency 
medical staff from 

(Continued on page 7) 


Albright condemns 
‘arbitrary, cowardly’ blasts 

ROME (R) — U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
said Friday’s two killer bomb blasts outside United States 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania were “cruel, senseless, 
arbitrary and cowardly” and would not go unpunished. 

Ms. Albright told a news conference she would cut short 
a private visit to Rome and return to Washington immedi- 
ately to discuss a response to tee attacks, which killed up 
to 80 people and injured more than 1,000. 

“Based on what we have learned so far tiiis 'was clearly a 
terrorist act,” she said. “The aim was clearly to murder and 
maim as many innocent people as possible — Americans, 
Kenyans and Tanzanians.” 

“We don’t yet know who did it or why but whatever their 
motives, whatever their cause, it is utterly discredited by 
teis cruel, senseless, arbitrary and cowardly destruction.” 

(Continued on page 7) 



Smoke rises Friday from the site of the huge explosion at 
the U.S. embassy in central Nairobi. U.S. ambassador Pru- 
dence Bushnell was slightly hurt in the blast, which 
reduced a five or six-story building to rubble (AFP photo) 
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Kurds ‘unconcerned’ by 
Iraqi troop movements 


French designer Pierre 
Cardin plans millennium 
lighthouse for Alexandria 



A Palestinian youth raises his national flag at the entrance to a refugee camp Friday 
in Jolazon, north of the West Bank city of Ramallah. Hundreds of Palestinians 
demonstrated in Ramallah against the closure of local roads by the Israeli army (AFP 
photo) 


Netanyahu holds emergency 
unemployment summit 


ANKARA (R) — A Kur- 
dish group said on Friday it 
was not very concerned by 
recent movements of Iraqi 
troops near the Kurdish- 
held city of Erbil in north- 
ern Iraq. 

"There was a movement 
about 10 days ago but it 
appears to be a rotation of 
troops without any increase 
in numbers." the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party's iKDP) 
Ankara representative 
Safeen Dizayee told 

Reuters. 


BAGHDAD (AP> — Seek- 
ing ro put a positive spin on 
Iraq's new dispute with U.N. 
arms inspectors, official 
newspapers Friday focused 
on Secretary General Kofi 
Annan's comments recognis- 
ing Iraq's frustrations with 
economic sanctions. 

The AJ Thawra newspaper 
reported Mr. Annan's state- 
ment Thursday that diploma- 
cy should be used to solve the 
dispute over Iraq's decision 
this week to freeze coopera- 
tion with U.N. arms inspec- 
tors. 

Mr. Annan made the com- 
ments after the U.N. Security 
Council termed Iraq's posi- 
tion "totally unacceptable.” It 
hod earlier heard a report by 
chief weapons inspector 
Richard Butler, whose talks 
with Iraq collapsed earlier 
this week. 

But two Iraqi newspapers 
— the only ones printed Fri- 
day — did not report the 
Security Council statement. 

Instead. A! Thawra and Ai 
Iraq published an official 
Iraqi News Agency report 
from New York saying Iraq 
has informed the Security 
Council about its "legal 
stand" and had complained 
about the U.N. Special Com- 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran's 
new Interior Minister Abdul- 
Vahed Musavi-Lari has 
pledged to defend freedom of 
expression in the Islamic 
republic and called for the 
creation of political parties. 

“In the present atmosphere, 
various groups can express 
their views within the frame- 
work of the constitution. It is 
for people to decide which 
views they want to choose." 
Mr. Musavi-Lari told a group 
of young activists in ArdebiL 
northeastern Iran, on Thurs- 
day 

"Wc arc determined to pro- 
tect and safeguard the present 
atmosphere where various 
tendencies have the opponu- 


"Our people have moni- 
tored it closely and careful- 
ly.” An exiled Iraqi opposi- 
tion group said on Thurs- 
day that forces from the 
elite Iraqi Presidential 
Guards backed by 
armoured units began arriv- 
ing north of the city of 
Mosul and around the town 
of Erbil two days ago. 

The report came after the 
breakdown of talks 
between chief United 
Nations arms inspector 
Richard Butler and top 


mission's "tricks." Iraq says 
UNSCOM, which is charged 
with eliminating the coun- 
try's weapons of mass 
destruction, is manipulated 
by the United States and is 
deliberately prolonging its 
work to keep the sanctions in 
place. 

Until UNSCOM certifies 
that Iraq is free of illegal 
weapons the sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, will not 
be lifted. The sanctions ban 
the free sale of oil Iraq's 
main export. 

On Thursday. Mr. Annan 
said the Iraqis "seem to have 
gained the view that whatev- 
er they do and all their efforts 
to comply or what they call 
satisfactory compliance has 
not been recognised ... I think 
the frustrations came through 
if not desperation.** Mr. 
Annan said he consulted with 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz about the dispute 
and “I believe the Iraqi posi- 
tion on thus issue is not a 
closed one.*’ "... It might be 
helpful to engage the Iraqis 
much more closely than we 
have." he added. 

The Iraqi papers reported 
these comments and also 
heaped their usual criticism 


nity to discuss their views." 
he said, the official IRNA 
news agency reported Friday. 

Mr. Musavi-Lari. a close 
ally of President Mohammad 
Khatami, was appointed last 
month after the conservative- 
led parliament ousted his pre- 
decessor Abdullah Noun, a 
bold reformer disliked by 
Islamic hardliners. 

Last week. Iran's supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei appointed Mr. 
Musavi-Lari as his deputy in 
charge of the police force, a 
privilege which will allow the 
minister to enforce his man- 
dates. 

“We have to have an exer- 
cise to have various tenden- 


Iraqi officials in Baghdad. 

Arbil is part of an enclave 
in northern Iraq controlled 
by Kurdish groups. The 
area has been patrolled by a 
U.S.-led air force since 
shortly after the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The KDP. led by Massoud 
Barzani. briefly fought 
alongside Iraqi troops to 
seize Erbil from a rival 
Kurdish faction in 1996. 
The incident prompted U.S. 
military strikes on Iraqi tar- 
gets in southern Iraq. 


on United States. 

“We know as well as the 
whole Arab World that the 
United States, not Iraq, is the 
party which does not imple- 
ment its commitments under 
U.N. resolutions." AJ Thawra 
said. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein announced Wednes- 
day that UNSCOM inspec- 
tors will no longer be allowed 
to search for weapons. But he 
exempted U.N. monitors, 
who keep an eye on previ- 
ously inspected areas, from 
the restrictions. 

On Friday, a U.N. team of 
monitors headed out as usual 
to an undisclosed site for sur- 
veillance work, but no 
inspection reams were seen 
leaving the U.N. headquar- 
ters. 

U.N. officials in Baghdad 
were not available for com- 
ment. 

On Thursday, the inspec- 
tors were effectively blocked 
from working when the Iraqi 
government told them that no 
escorts will be provided. 
Under a U.N. agreement the 
inspectors must be accompa- 
nied by Iraqi escorts every- 
where they go. 


cies and view s in the society, 
and by tolerating each other 
and respecting the law replace 
hostility with dialogue." the 
minister said. 

“Eliminating [opposing] 
views is not healthy, while 
versatile views will help the 
society grow and progress." 
he added. 

Mr. Musavi-Lari said cre- 
ation of political parties “is a 
fundamental task for the 
country" and called for “seri- 
ous action" toward trial coal. 

'The ministry w ill use all its 
power in remove obstacles to 
the expression of [nppudngj 
view> so that tho>e with new 
thoughts car. have a chance to 
offer them." he sowed. 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
French couturier Pierre Cardin 
is to build an obelisk-shaped 
"peace" lighthouse for this 
Mediterranean port city as it 
prepares to enter the new mil- 
lennium. 

The glass structure will 
replace the ancient lighthouse of 
Alexandria — one of the seven 
wonders of the world — which 
was destroyed in 1349 after a 
series of earthquakes struck the 
city. 

"For this third millennium we 
will build a 150-metre light- 
house of peace in Alexandria, 
the cradle of civilisation," Mr. 
Cardin told AFP in a telephone 
interview from his office in 
Paris. 

The new lighthouse will be 30 
metres from the ancient one 
which was built in the 3rd cen- 
tury B.C. 

“Building it will cost 450 mil- 
lion francs (575 million) and we 
will invite all peace-loving peo- 
ple across the world to buy 
shares.” Mr. Cardin said. 

“The Eiffel tower marked the 
beginning of the 20th century. 
This lighthouse will symbolise 
the dawn of the third millenni- 


um," said Mr. Cardin, who 
plans to unveil his monument in 
the year 2000. 

Hieroglyphics, Greek. Latin 
and Arabic letters will decorate 
each side of the obelisk, which 
will be flooded in fluorescent 
light. 'The different alphabets 
are meant to show the four civil- 
isations which contributed to the 
wealth of this city." said project 
designer Jacques DaroUes who 
runs the state-run National Cen- 
ter of Arts and Technology in 
Reims, France. 

Mr. DaroUes described the 
lighthouse as a “an obelisk of 
light," with beams shining from 
the top to flood Alexandria's 
main monuments. 

He also hopes to build a 
“futuroscope” next door, where 
visitors will be treated on giant 
television screens to pictures of 
the latest Egyptian and regional 
archaeological discoveries. 

T want to pay tribute Egypt 
and present it with this obelisk 
as a sign of gratitude for the 
obelisk which it gave us," he 
said, referring to the monument 
that stands in Paris’ Place de la 
Concorde given by Egypt to 
France in 1S36. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu brought together 
a high-powered group of 
economic officials, business 
and labour leaden Friday to 
hammer out ways to reverse 
the sharp economic slow- 
down in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu announced 
the emergcn»ty creation of 
the “economic-social coun- 
cil” on Monday amid grow- 
ing protests among business- 
men. labour and even . mem- 
bers of his own coalition 
over the rapid rise in unem- 
ployment over the past year. 

"We are here to revive the 
economy.” Mr. Netanyahu 
told the council in an open- 
ing statement. 

He said a key element of 
the growth programme 
would involve increasing 
spending on public works in 
the 1999 budget, but insisted 
the buttle against unemploy- 
ment “cannot lead to a rise in 
inflation” or worsen the bud- 
get deficit. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who came 
to power in June 1996 
promising economic growth 
and liberalisation of Israel's 
huge state sector, asked par- 
ticipants to bring specific 
proposals for creating jobs to 
Friday's conclave. 

The council includes the 
ministers of finance, labour 
and industry, the governor of 
the central bank, the head of 
the main employers' associ- 
ation and the secretary gen- 
eral of Israel's main’ trade 
union federation. 


As part of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s new drive to 
revive the economy, the cen- 
tral bank on Thursday 
announced a surprise 1.5 
percentage point cut in its 
key lending rate, the biggest 
drop in more than two years. 

Unemployment has risen 
from less than seven per cent 
of the working population 
when Mr. Netanyahu came 
to power to 9.3 per cent in 
June — its highest level in 
five years. 

At the same time econom- 
ic growth has plummeted 
from six per cent in 1996 to 
two percent last year and a 
projected one per cent in 
1998 — the Israeli econo- 
my’s worst performance in 
32 years. 

Critics blame the slow- 
down primarily on a combi- 
nation of the government's 
previous tight monetary pol- 
icy designed to slow infla- 
tion and the consequences of 
the breakdown in the Middle 
East peace process under 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

As new reports surfaced in 
recent days forecasting a fur- 
ther slowdown in the econo- 
my in coming months, there 
were growing calls from ele- 
ments in the fragile coalition 
government f«M- Mr. 
Netanyahu l«» call early gen- 
eral elections before the situ- 
ation worsens. 

The slowdown effects 
above all the Sephardic 
community of Jews of Mid- 
dle Eastern and North 
African origin who provide 


the core constituency for Mr. 
Netanyahu's Likud Party 
;ind other groups in his coali- 
tion. 

An opinion poll released 
on Thursday showed that 
unemployment and the eco- 
nomic slowdown were the 
top concerns of voters. 

Mr. Netanyahu has so far 
publicly rejected calls for 
early elections, but press 
reports say his inner circle is 
already preparing to move 
up the polls from their 
scheduled date in 200(3. 

Israeli newspapers report- 
ed Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu forced Thurs- 
day’s big interest rate cut on 
the central bank governor. 
Yaacov Frenkel, who had 
warned just days earlier that 
a sudden drop in lending 
rates could spark a return to 
rampant inflation. 

The cut brought the base 
interest rale down to 9.5 per 
cent its lowest level in eight 
years, and was hailed by 
businessmen who had been 
calling for an easing of the 
government's monetary pol- 
icy for months. 

The Maariv newspaper 
quoted high government 
officials as saying Mr. 
Netanyahu had decided to 
take personal control over 
economic policy in view of 
possible early ejections. 

He faces an uphill battle, 
however, as key ministers 
have already signalled their 
opposition to his 1999 bud- 
get plan, submitted to the 
cabinet on Thursday. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish government ponders 
reopening casinos 

ANKARA (AP) — Just six months after it outlawed gam- 
bling casinos, the Turkish government is thinking of open- 
ing them again to lure back tourists. A tourism ministry 
official. Vahit Aras. said Friday that the cabinet has ordered 
the ministry to draft new legislation. He said the order came 
after Thursday's cabinet meeting. Mr. Aras said the idea is 
to set up special gambling areas “open only to foreigners.*’ 
The government dosed down the country’s 76 casinos in 
February saying they were a haven for money launderers. 
tax evaders and gangsters. The ministry says tourism goi 
off to a slow start this year, although it blames other factors 
like competition from the World Cup in France. 

Saddam to deliver speech on 
end of Iraq-1 ran war 

BAGHDAD (R) * — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein will 
deliver a televised speech on Saturday marking the anniver- 
sary of the end of the 19S0- 1988 Iraq-Iran war, Iraqi news- 
papers reported on Friday. "The president leader Saddam 
Hussein, may God glorify him. will address a historic and 
comprehensive speech on Saturday at 11.00 am. on the 
occasion of the 10th anniversary’ of the Victory Day August 
8.” the papers said. They said President Hussion's speech 
would be carried live by “Iraqi telvlsion networks and the 
Iraqi News Agency. INA." it added. 

Archaeologists find possible Christ 
carving, big church mosaic 

DAMASCUS (AP> — Archaeologists have unearthed a 
i rock can cd with what may be the figure of Jesus Christ and 
a large Byzantine mosaic in eastern Syria the official Syr- 
ian news agency said Thursday. The mosaic is believed to 
have been the floor of a church in Taitus. a town on Syria's 
j Mediterranean coast 160 miles northwest of Damascus. 

! Measuring 28 metres by 24 metres, the mosaic is cwnsid- 
J ered "the biggest that h.c» ever been discovered in the 
J coastal region." Rashid Issa. the head of Tart us' Depan- 
j mom of Antiquities, told SANA. He said the mosaic dis- 
| play cd “ge<.*mcinc shapes ;uxl decorations." Archaeologists 
• believe a figure carved on rock they have excavated is that 
i of Clinst. hut it may be that of a saint. In Byziintinc times. 

! Tonus was famous for its devotion to the Virgin Mary, 
i Tlwre is sull a Christian etwriiminily in tltc Tanus district 
j and a place called the Valley of the Christians. 


Iraqi newspapers seek to put 
positive spin on standoff 


Iran’s new interior minister 
vows to protect freedoms 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 4773 U 1-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Carinnn — Family Dog 

15:30 Clowning Around 

16:00 ..Drama — Neighbours 
16:30 ...Doc. — Scandi Nature 
17:00 French Programme — 
• "Faut Pas Rc\ cf ' 

IS:00 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Lc Journal 

I°:I5 French Programme — 
t-o'eut de Cnlomb 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 Qni? Show — You Bet 
Your Life 


19^55 Cinema. Cinema 

20:30 Prism 

. 21:10 Drama — Sirens 

, 22:00 News in English 


I 22:30 Feature film — "Stalked" 

23:59 .Country Music 

1 00:30 EndofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:11 

05:50 

Fajr 

(Sunrise) Doha 

12:41 


16:22. 


19*32 


20:59 



| CHURCHES 

i 

• 5l Mary of Nazareth Church 
j Sweffieh. Tel. 5920740 
: .Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
1 46327S5 

! Sl Joseph Church TeL 
j 4624590 
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Tara Sancfa Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tc! 
4624853/462481 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evange&cal Local Church 
In Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist ai De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646I3S 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
ffehTd. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr, Hauoa Maumur 4750197 

Dr. AfifSbukri 4S98S63 

Dr. KhaH Ramadan 4774397 


Dr. Nidamahfeh 3S27N5 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ai .Amenta pharmacy .4637055 
Nairookh pharmacy ...462.V*72 
AI Salam pharmacy 46367 ?i> 
Yacouh pharmacy .. ..4644U45 
Shmrisani pharmacy 4fj37f*n 
Najib pharmacy . ..3 54 776 .' 2 
IKBID: 

Dt taamSakh — 2J<ri5$ 

AJ Quds pharmacy < — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib AtaHah W4424 

KiraUfeh pharmacy f MXj 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre... ..46?7 1 1 1 
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Civil Defence Immediate Re*- 

cue .46*0341 

Civil Defence Emeigencv ivu 
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Fire Brigade 4617 jrt! 

Blood Bonk 4775121 

Highway Police. — 5343402 

Traffic Police 4S%.*>0 

Public Scmrirj DepL ....463032 1 

Hatei Complaint,'.- 5605*00 

Price Complaints Avq 1 76 

— ■ WJ7J67 

Amman MumcipaJin Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information idircctu- 

ty assistance) 121 

Overseas CalLs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs 4623101 

A Wall Tel. Repair. 566IJ0I 

JouianTcfevivi»in 4773 f 1 1 

Radio Jordan .4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 5680IIX.) 

J. Electricity Authority ...H 15615 

Electric Power Co 4636*81 

RJ Right Inlomunnn..44-532U0 
Queen Alu fad Airport .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre fiv Heart jnd Spe- 
cial Surj^ 592IW9 

The Mamie. Ahdli 566613 1/7 

Huvcm MedtcaJ Come TeL 
5X56856 

lamnib 4630195 

Klulidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 464 244 1/2 

Julxd Amman Maternity 46 
41362 

Maihas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani .... 5607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 
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ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital 
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Water crisis enters into fifth week 


Opposition parties threaten legal 


Government takes control of wells 

■ that well owners and truck dri- 


By Ahmad Khatib 

| Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An influential 
coalition of opposition par- 
ries, including the powerful 
Islamic Action Front, on 
Friday urged the govern- 
ment to resign for the deba- 
cle of the month-old water, 
pollution crisis that has 
caused nationwide panic. 

It also claimed that Israel 
was responsible for - the 
water pollution and called 
for the abrogation of the 
1994 peace treaty with 
Israel- 

“The government is 
-responsible for any effects 
W and diseases that harmed or 
a? might harm the nation as a 
result of the water crisis,” 
said the coalition’s state- 
ment. - 

“The coalition urges the 
nation to force the govern- 
ment to resign, sue its offi- 
cials for their responsibility 
*m the crisis and protect 
junior officers from being 
abused as scapegoats.” 

Under the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty signed in 1994, 
-Iordan began channelling 
60 million cubic metres per 
year (mcm/yr) from Lake 


Tiberias to the Kingdom in 
1997. 

“The polluted water com- 
ing from Lake Tiberias is a 
result of the peace treaty. 
Therefore, the coalition 
urges all local powers to 
unify their efforts to abro- 
gate the treaty,” the state- 
ment added. 

In early July, West 
Amman residents began 
complaining of discoloured 
and foul-smelling water 
coming into their homes. 
Recent reports on the water 
identified a high concentra- 
tion of algae and faecal col- 
iforms (body waste) in the 
waters of the Yarmouk 
River, Lake Tiberias and 
Mukhaibeh as the cause. 

Abdullatif Arabiat, head 
of the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF), said the party is 
studying the possibility of 
suing the government for its 
responsibility in the water 
crisis, “which is a threat to 
Jordan’s water security.” 

“The Constitution and the 
civil law are the IAFs ref- 
erences, and according to 
them, the party has the right 
to hold people responsible 
for such violations account- 
able,” Dr. Arabiyat told the 


Jordan Times. 

Several organisations are 
studying the possibility of 
suing the government over 
the water problem, and 
columnists in local dailies 
have been urging citizens to 
initiate legal action and to 
investigate possible official 
negligence. 

“The crisis happened 
while Jordan is still in the 
first stages of peace with 
Israel. What can happen 
later?” Dr. Arabiyat added. 

“If the Israeli statements 
that Lake Tiberias's water is 
used for agriculture are 
true, then why hasn’t the 
government acted accord- 
ing to these announce- 
ments?” 

Roey Gil ad, spokesman 
for the Israeli embassy in 
Amman. has rejected 
claims that Israel was sup- 
plying Jordan with polluted 
water from Lake Tiberias. 

“Israel is supplying Jor- 
dan with drinking water 
from the same source it 
uses to supply Israeli citi- 
zens,” Mr. Gilad told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Whatever happens to 
water once it crosses the 
border is an internal Jordan- 


ian matter.” 

Last Wednesday, the 
Lower House's Agriculture 
and Water Committee 
(AWC), officially requested 
the Ministiy of Water and 
Irrigation to submit its labo- 
ratory tests on the percent- 
age of halogen elements 
(any of the chemical ele- 
ments chlorine, fluorine, 
bromine and astatine which 
form salts by simple union 
with a metal) in the water. 

Former Secretary General 
of the Water Authority Raja 
Gedeon, a water expert, 
explained that chlorine, 
when reacting with water 
containing high concentra- 
tions of algae and organic 
substances produces toxic 
waste that may cause can- 
cer in the long run during 
life span. 

Deputy Salameh Hiari, 
head of the AWC, chal- 
lenged the formation of the 
governmental investigation 
committee, which works 
under the Ministry of Jus- 
tice. 

“This is intended to 
covenip and conceal the 
water scandal,” he said. 

Tf the government wants 
to solve the crisis, it should 


action 


leave the issue to the High- 
er Judicial Council which 
is, I believe, the authorised 
party to investigate the 
problem,” Mr. Hiari told the 
Jordan Times. 

The investigation com- 
mittee was not available for 
comment yesterday. 

The committee today will 
meet with Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin to discuss the sit- 
uation. Committee sources 
expect to present the find- 
ings of their own study to 
the government and to 
receive the water ministry’s 
own study, which they have 
been demanding. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani stressed that* 
the water problem is a 
result of negligence and 
lack of maintenance meth- 
ods. 

“Jordan paid millions of 
dinars in the 70’s and 80*s 
to build a good infrastruc- 
ture, but we did not main - 
tain it well,” Dr. Anani said 
in lecture at the World 
Affairs Counsel on 
Wednesday. “The solution 
lays in focusing on the 
quality not the quantity,” he 
stared. 


By Motosxunad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A handful of pri- 
vate water suppliers have 
closed their doors in protest of 
a recent government decision 
to crackdown on their soaring 
profits after a recent water pol- 
lution scare. 

“Well owners have closed 
down because the government 
distributed its employees in 
Amman private run water 
wells,” said a truck driver who 
requested anonymity. ■ 

A government official 
denied that some wells bad 
closed and mid the Jordan 
Times that aD wells are b eing 
monitored by employees from 
die ministries of water, interi- 
or, and Supply, as well as the 
Department of Public Securi- 
ty, around the clock. 

“Well owners ware forced ro 
sign documents last week 
committing themselves to 
keeping their wells opened, 
according to the government’s 
fixed prices,” said an official 
from die government commit- 
tee in charge of monitoring 
water distribution in Amman. 

The government installed 
official employees at private 
wells after recent complaints 


vers exploited the recent water 
scare, forcing price of one 
cubic metre of water up as 
demand for clean and safe 
water skyrocketed. The gov- 
ernment put its own water 
tankers into service to sell 
water at the fixed price of 
JD 1.250 per metre, while pri- 
vate sector transporters were 
demanding as much as JD7-8 
per metre. The government 
opened some offices in the 
western sector of the capital to 
receive peoples complaints 
and requests for water deliv- 
ery. 

The truck driver and others 
confirmed yesterday that they 
went to three different wells to 
collect water for distribution in 
the capital, but all were closed 

One well owner said he had 
closed the well after it ran dry, 
while another owner said his 
well was closed, but declined 
to elaborate on the reason for 
its closure. 

A local columnist urged the 
government to declare areas 
supplied by Zai Water Treat- 
ment Plant “disaster zones," 
and confiscate all trucks to 
organise the sale and distribu- 
tion of water to Amman resi- 
dents. 


He also called on the gov- 
ernment to crack down on 
people manipulating the price 
of the source of life. 

Despite government assur- 
ances that the water running in 
domestic taps is not contami- 
nated with any health-threat- 
ening microbes, people are 
still flocking to buy spring 
water to fill their tanks and 
have virtually wiped out gro- 
ceries' stocks of mineral water. 

T prefer buying spring 
water at five times the fixed 
price, titan drinking tap water 
that would jeopardise my fam- 
ily's life,” said Ahmad Ali, a 
resident of Sweifieh. 

After a spate of conflicting 
statements, the government 
said it detected the cause of the 
problem and blamed '“human 
and operational error" at the 
Zai Plant, the main source of 
domestic water supplies to 
Amman. The government 
said it would punish found 
those responsible. An inde- 
pendent investigation com- 
mission was formed last week 
by the Cabinet to determine 
the source of polluted water 
and the patties responsible fur 
the debacle. 
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Jordan hosts youth exchange programme 

ByHlnd-Lara Mango 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan hosted 
the first Middle East Youth 
Exchange Programme under 
the .framework of the Youth 
for Europe Programme of the 
European Commission dur- 
ing July 24 to August 6. 

This two-wed: event went 
brnfee titfc' of-^JFumre in i 
Peace," and .-included 45 
young ■ peepte-from- Jordan, 1 
Palestine, Israel the Nether- 
lands and Germany. 

This is a new and unique 
project as it is being imple- 
mented for the first time in 
the Middle East,” said Fer- 
nando Garces de Los Fayos, , 
first secretary at the Delega- 
tion of the European Com- 
mission in Jordan. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the project’s components 
were linked to the peace 


Project coordinator Erik 
Ackerman said, “this 
exchange deals with many 
aspects of both the countries 
concerned and die young 
people participating in it. 
Peace, tolerance and justice 
are the focal points of this 
programme.” 

‘This programme aspires 
to foster a deeper understand- 
ing among youth in the Mid- 
dle East and between them 
and youth -of Europe."- 
Mr. Garces said. 

Discussions evolved 
around problems faced by 
youth, arid the environment 
where visits were made to 
Aqaba. Wadi Rum, Petra, 
and northern parts of the 
Kingdom. Human rights and 
democracy were deliberated 
to coincide with the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

Themes were developed in 


workshops including an 
activity on justice. Partici- 
pants spoke of what they 
believed to be just or unjust 
Under the subject of reli- 
gion, participants traveled to 
the Old Gty of Jerusalem and 
met with people representing 
different religions. 

Mr. Ackerman added that if 
true ’understanding and real - 
friendship were to be 
attained,’ then ‘TpeopleJ have ’ 
to share as many experiences 
as possible, discussions, trips, 
making music, and theatre.” 
Mr. Garces concluded that 
the programme had been sat- 
isfactory and “hopefully the 
links (bar have been solidly 
created among these young 
people will be maintained 
and this experience will help 
them overcome prejudices 
they may have had.” 


process. 

Ag ministry to create fund for farmers 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Agriculture Mijhem 
Rhredsha told a meeting of the 
'National Committee of the 
Ionian Farmers Federation 
that his ministry is intensifying 
efforts to create a fund to sup- 
port Jordanian fanners. 

The fund is necessary to pro- 
vide financial assistance to 
farmers in times of drought or 
natural disasters affecting their 
livelihoods. 

The government has allocat- 
ed JD50.000 in aid to the fed- 
eration ro cover part of their 
activities and is awaiting gov- 
ernment and Parliament 
endorsement of an amend- 
ment to the federation law, 
expected to introduce a system 
on farmers subscriptions co the 


federation and organise die 
federation’s functions, said the 
minister. 

Mr. Khreisha underlined the 
importance of the federation's 
role saying that it must partici- 
pate in the agricultural produc- 
tion decision making process. 

Last June, Mr Khreisha told 
the first National Agricultural 
Conference in Amman that 
agriculture accounts for 20 per 
cent of Jordan's total exports 
and 15 per cent of Jordanian 
labour. 

But, he said, that the size of 
land suitable for farming totals 
four million dunums, or one 
dunum per person, largely due 
to insufficient water fa- irriga- 
tion. 

However, he said, Jordan 


has been able to produce sur- 
plus fruits and vegetables and 
has achieved self sufficiency 
in table eggs, but fells far short 
in animal fodder, seeds and red 
meat production. 

At the meeting with the 
committee, held Thursday. Ml 
Khreisha said that the ministry 
decided to exempt fanners 
indebted to the federation from 
paying interest on their loans, 
provided that they pay all then- 
dues by Sept 31 1998. 

The committee, which com- 
prises seven members includ- 
ing the Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation President Salem 
Lawzi. elected federation 
heads and members in the var- 
ious Jordanian govern orates. 
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Abdel Majid Abdnllah performs at the Jerash Sourth Theatre. The 
Saudi singer is one of the headline act at this year’s festival, so far 
drawing some of the largest crowds. AbduDah will woo audiences at 
one last performance this evening at 8:30 p Jn- (photo by Yousef Allan) 



News Briefs 


Anani heads to Iran 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Jawad Anani 
stressed Friday Jordan's keenness to enhance bilateral 
relations with Iran. In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra), Dr. Anani said his visit to Iran 
today is in response to an invitation from the Iranian 
government Dr. Anani said dial : Jordanian-Iranian ties 
have improved further since "the visit’d? His Royal 
Highness Crown Priac$;Has$an tp-.Tehran during the 
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference in Decem- 
ber where he met Iranian President Mohammad Khata- 
mi and senior officials. The minister said that Arabs 
should exercise cooperation and coordination with Iran 
to achieve common interests. Dr. Anani said that Iran 
can play a very important regional and international 
role since it now presides the OIC. He added that Iran- 
ian-Iraqi ties are improving. 

Jordan marks Accession Tuesday 

AMMMAN (Petra) — All ministries and public depart- 
ments will be closed on Tuesday, August 11, 1998, to 
mark the Accession ro the Throne of His Majesty' King 
Hussein, said a statement issued Friday by acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour. 

World breast-feeding week celebrated 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A ceremony was held at the Mar- 
riott Hotel on Thursday to mark World Breast Feeding 
Week for 1998 under the theme “Breast Feeding - the 
Best Investment.” The ceremony was a joint effort by 
the Ministry of Health and Health Care, UNICEF, the 
United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation. These 
partners are working to maximise the contribution that 
breast-feeding makes to the health and well-being of 
Jordanian mothers and children. Minister of Health 
Ashraf. Al Kurdi represented HM Queen Noor at the 
ceremony, also attended by UNICEF Country Office 
Representative Misrak Elias, and Salwa Bitar, acting 
director of the Population and Family Health Office of 
USAID. The theme not only emphasises the exclusive 
and prolonged breast-feeding lowers infant mortality 
raxes, but also that breast milk substitutes save medical 
expenses through a lower incidence of preventable 
acute and chronic illnesses. The joint efforts of the 
health community have reduced the infant mortality 
rates (IMR) in Jordan by 20 per cent since 1985. These 
efforts include promoting exclusive and prolonged 
breast-feeding, which made a major contribution to 
reducing IMR. 


What’s Going On 

■ ■ < 

Jerash Festival 

• Concert by Abdul Majeed Abdullah of Saudi Ara- 
bia at the South Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

Exhibitions 

a Photo exhibition on old buildings of Salt entitled 
“Engravings on the Wings of Time" at the Royal Cul- 
tual Centre, until Aug. 13, 

• “Exhibition of Arab Sculptors" ai the garden of 
the Weibdeh Muntazah. Jabal Weibdeh, until Aug. S. 

• “The Small Sculptors Exhibition” at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Aug. 8 


Japan offers grant 
to build water reservoirs 


By Ahma d Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Japan has 
offered a $70,271 grant to 
die Islamic Relief Agency 
(ISRA) to help build water 
reservoirs for needy com- 
munities In Jordan's south- 
ern towns of Tafileh, 
Ma’ail, Aqaba and other 
areas. 

Japan’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Koichi Matsuraoto 
and ISRA Regional Direc- 
tor Khaled Sudani signed 
the deal on Thursday, the 
embassy said in a state- 
ment 

“The project also aims to 
save water and money,” Mr. 
Sudani told the Jordan 
Times on Friday. TSRA's 
future plans includes 


expanding this project to 
cover Jordan's central 
areas.” 

Japan’s assistance is 
extended under the frame- 
work of Grant Aid for 
Grassroots Projects 

(GAGP) and marks the first 
such scheme in allocations 
made by the 1998 Japanese 
fiscal year. . 

Japan has donated S2.S 
million to the Jordanian 
government and to Non- 
Governmental Organisa- 
tions (NGO's) under the 
GAGP since 1993. 

“GAGP mainly aims to 
support the activities of 
government organisations 
and NGOs,*' said the 
embassy’s press release. 

According to Mr. Sudani, 
the agency, member in a 27 


international humanitarian 
committees, has in the past 
six months built 31 reser- 
voirs in Iibid, 24 in Ajloun 
and 8 in Mafraq, all in north 
and northeastern Jordan . 

Japan donated some 
money to ISRA to spend on 
an established thyme plan- 
tation project in Irbid that 
has helped generate some 
income to needy Palestin- 
ian refugees, said the press 
release. 

ISRA, an international 
non-profit organisation, 
began operations in Jordan 
in 1990 to help rehabilitate 
needy families. 

Over a third of Jordan’s 
4.2 million population lives 
below the poverty line, 
according to official fig- 
ures. 


Children’s rights conference to be held in Amman 



David Burton and Mo’men Hadidi at the National Insti- 
tute of Forensic Medicine (photo courtesy ol NIF) 


By Rana Hussein) 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The head of the 
British Council in Jordan has 
stressed the need for proper 
diagnosis in cases of abused 
children and domestic vio- 
lence in the Kingdom on 
grounds it was essential for 
victims and their families. 

David Burton, speaking 
after visiting the National 
Institute of Forensic Medicine 
on Thursday, added that lack 
of such proper analysis would 
lead to many negative social 
problems. 

“For example, there were 
several abused children in 
England who were taken 
away from their families, but 
the diagnoses a year later 
proved that [the children had 
not been abused],” he said 
after donating books cm child 
protection and medicine. 

He said the British govern- 
ment recently approved funds 
to bold a regional conference 
in Jordan on children’s rights 
and social protection. The 
parley, grouping Middle East 
and Neath African countries, 
will be held later this year or 
in early 1999. 

“Jordan was chosen 
because it is ahead of all 
countries in the region in 
debating these issues, some- 
thing that is not happening in 
other countries,” Dr. Burton 
said 

“We want to bring experts 
from these countries to dis- 
cuss the issue and exchange 
experience," he added. 

He said crimes of honour, 
common in Jordan and else- 
where in the region, was 
Openly being debated in the 
Kingdom. 

“Honour crime is a terrible 
issue, and Jordan, unlike other 
countries in the region, is the 
only country feat recognises it 
as an issue and discusses it,” 


Dr. Burton said 

Between 20 to 30 women 
are killed in Iordan annually 
in the name of honour — con- 
stituting the highest number 
of murders in this socially and 
religiously conservative 
country. 

Twelve women reportedly 
were killed in Jordan this 
year. Relatives defend their 
actions on grounds the vic- 
tims had tarnished their fami- 
lies’ honour by allegedly 
engaging in illicit affairs with 
men. 

Dr. Burton said Jordan and 
Britain enjoyed strong coop- 
eration ill areas of human 
rights and the right of chil- 
dren. 

Recently, the National Insti- 
tute for Forensic Medicine 
linked up with a British uni- 
versity in Liverpool to 
exchange studies, experience 
and research In the field of 
domestic violence. 

The link was the outcome 
of a workshop held in 
Amman last year to launch a 
project for the prevention of 
child abuse. 

The workshop was organ- 
ised by the British Council in 
cooperation with the British 
Embassy and the Jordan 


River for Development Pro- 
jects. 

Mo’men Hadidi, head of 
the institute, briefed Dr Bur- 
ton on the organisation’s 
functions and services, 
including the determination 
of whether death cases hand- 
ed to the institute had been 
natural or had been the result 
of a crime. 

“We try to protea society 
by investigating social crimes 
like honour killings and vio- 
lence against children," Dr. 
Hadidi explained. 

He said domestic violence 
against women and children 
in the Kingdom was on fee 
rise. 

Experts and sociologists 
have blamed rapid socio-eco- 
nomic and political changes 
and increasing poverty and 
unemployment for the 
increase of violence against 
women and children. 

A receni police study 
revealed that between 1993 
and 1996 there were 2^00 
reported cases of crimes, 
including murder, attempted 
murder, abduction, felonious 
assaulL molestation, rape and 
manslaughter that were com- 
mitted against minors in the 
Kingdom. 
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Unionist anger over release of 
IRA killer of Earl Mountbatten 


DUBLIN (AFP) — The 

release of an IRA guerrilla 
convicted of murdering Earl 
Mountbatten. a member of 
the British royal family, 
caused mixed reactions 
among Unionists in 
Northern Ireland. Friday. 

Thomas McMahon, 50. 
jailed for killing Lord 
Mountbatten. the Dowager 
Lady Braboume and two 
other people, in an explo- 
sion aboard their fishing 
vessel off the north-east 
coast of Ireland in August 
1979. was freed from a 
Dublin jail late Thursday as 
part of the Northern Ireland 
peace agreement. 

Mr. McMahon had served 
19 years of a life sentence. 

Mountbatten was a cousin 
of Queen Elizabeth II and 
the last viceroy of India 
before independence in 
1947. His death devastated 
Prince Charles, who had 
often felt he was more of a 
father to him than the Duke 
of Edinburgh. 

Last weekend, the Irish 
government freed six Irish 
Republican Army members 
from the high security 
Ponlaoise prison outside 


Dublin, under terms of the 
April 10 peace deal. 

It permits the early release 
in both the north and south 
of Ireland of convicted ter- 
rorists from paramilitary 
organisations which 

observe a ceasefire. Both 
London and Dublin have 
put the process in operation. 

London said Wednesday 
that about 420 paramilitary 
prisoners could qualify for 
early release before 2000. 
The first applications from 
detainees in Belfast's Maze 
prison are already being 
processed. 

Mr. McMahon, from 
County Armagh, in the 
south of Northern Ireland, 
gave up his links with the 
IRA more than a decade ago 
and had been kept in cus- 
tody at the lower security 
Mountjoy jail in Dublin 
after his transfer from 
Porrlaoise. 

He had been released tem- 
porarily on an almost week- 
ly basis for the past two 
years as part of a pre-release 
programme agreed by the 
Irish government. 

An MP from Northern 
Ireland's largest Protestant 


party, the Ulster Unionists, 
Jeffrey Donaldson con- 
demned the decision to free 
Mr. McMahon. 

“Once agqin the release of 
this notorious killer is 
another indication of the 
premature manner in which 
both the Irish and British 
governments are approach- 
ing the release of terrorist 


prisoners. 

“Even Sinn Fein admit the 
IRA war is not over, yet 
both governments continue 
with the release of prisoners 
in spite of ongoing violence 
from republicans, including 
the IRA." he said. 

The Reverend Ian 
Paisley's extreme 

Democratic Unionist Pam' 
which opposes the peace 
process also lashed out at 
Mr. McMahon's release. 

DUP MP Peter Robinson 
said the rapidity of his 
release was “unreasonable." 
He said the releases had 
nothing io do with justice, 
but were “purely political." 

Ken Maginnis. 

spokesman for the Ulster 
Unionists. Northern 

Ireland's largest Protestant 
party, said the release of ter- 


rorist prisoners was “hard to 
swallow" but was an essen- 
tia] part of the peace 
process. 

His comments reflected 
the view f of moderates in the 
province ahead of another 
weekend of sensitive 
marches. 

The Protestant Apprentice 
Boys march, a flashpoint 
for communal clashes in 
Northern Ireland in the past, 
takes place Saturday in the 
Catholic majority town of 
Londonderry following an 
agreement between repre- 
sentatives of the two com- 


munities. 

Northern Ireland also 
fears more attacks by dissi- 
dent groups opposed to the 
peace process. Last 
Saturday a 225 kilo bomb 
exploded in the centre of the 
small town of Banbridgc. 
injuring 35 people and caus- 
ing extensive damage. The 
dissident republican Real 
IRA claimed responsibility. 

Last week. London con- 
firmed that the TRA was still 
on its list of groups 
approved for early prisoner 
releases, despite doubts 
over its year-long ceasefire. 


Sydney, 

southeast 

coast 

buffeted 

by wild 

weather 


SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — 
Powerful storms lashed 
Australia's southeast coast 
Friday, causing minor floods, 
choppy seas and chaotic traf- 
fic conditions in the nation's 
largest city. 

Gale force winds and heavy 
rains buffeted Sydney and the 
coast of New South Wales 
state, raising floodwaters 
which threatened homes and 
farms in the northwest of the 
state while darkening sides in 
the city, authorities said. 

The northwest town of Wee 
Waa was isolated by flood- 
waters and nearby Walgett 
was only accessible to emer- 
gency vehicles, an emer- 
gency services spokesman 
said. In Bathurst, a regional 
centre in the state's central 
west, residents prepared for 
lloodwarers to threaten 
homes and stores. 

In Sydney. severe weather 
conditions caused by a major 
low pressure system centred 
due -east of the city, dumped 
more than 214 millimetres of 
rain in the 24 hours to midday 
Friday. Bureau of 
Meteorology spokesman 
Bruce Buckley said. 

Winds gusting to speeds of 
90 kph blasted through the 
Sydney metropolitan area 
about noon Friday, he said. 

Two people were killed 
when a bus collided head-on 
with a track on a highway 
south of Sydney, police said. 
Emergency personnel were 
battling pouring rain and sav- 
age winds to rescue 45 other 
people trapped inside the 
wreckage, a Goulhum police 
spokesman said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

One person was extricated 
from the wreck laie Friday 
and was in critical condition 
in hospiiAL he said. 

Waves up to 6 metres high 
pummelled the coast south of 
Sydney , with authorities clos- 
ing beaches to swimmers and 
surfer* and issuing coastal 
erosion alerts to local resi- 
dents. The wild weather was 
expected to continue until 
Saturday afternoon, although 
the rain was expected to ease 
by Sunday. 

“People should stay 
indoors if they can: they 
should watch flash flooding 
when driving around and 
with these severe winds; 
watch out for branches on 
roads when driving." Mr. 
BuckJey said. ‘There could 
also be power blackouts, 
phones going out and many 
more road accidents than 
usual," he said. " 


French far-right plea 


on immigrants stirs outrage 


PARIS (R> — The French 
political establishment 
rounded on a far-right news- 
paper Friday for suggesting 
the government should 

revive Nazi-era police 

round-ups and concentra- 
tion camps to rid France of 
illegal immigrants. 

National Hebdo. a weekly 
close to the anti-foreigner 
National Front party, earned 
a front-page editorial in its 
latest edition that justified 
the Nazi methods as “indis- 
pensable tools for a just 
cause". 

“In terms of irresponsibil- 
ity. they are the champi- 
ons." said senior Gaullist 
leader Charles Pasqua. 
referring to ihc Front. The 
plea “has but one goal: the 
explicit rehabilitation of the 
methods used by the Nazis 
and their collaborators 
under the Vichy (wartime 
occupation) regime." said 
the Socialist Parts in a state- 


ment. 

The editorial appeared 
after a small group of illegal 


immigrants last weekend 
occupied the Vatican's Paris 
embassy in a bid to obtain 
residence permits. 

Both the Vatican and 
France's leftist government 
reacted cautiously to the 
demonstration, urging the 
occupiers to voluntarily end 
their protest. 

The editorial said the 
embassy sit-in was absurd 
and colled for the immedi- 
ate expulsion of illegal 
immigrants, saying: “If 

police round-ups and con- 
centration camps are 
required, that is not a prob- 
lem." 

A footnote addressed to 
“leftist journalists" stressed 
that the editorial’s wording 
had not been accidental. "It 
is intended to remind us that 
the shameless exploitation 
of the Holocaust has served, 
among other things, lo ren- 
der unthinkable the use of 
certain indispensable tools 
for a just cause." It said. 

Immigration is a hot polit- 
ical issue in France, where 


unemployment remains 
above 1 1 per cent and crime 
is on the rise in urban ghet- 
tos with large north African 
populations. 

The Front. though 
denounced by conservative 
President Jacques Chirac as 
"racist and xenophobic", 
regularly draws about 15 
per cent of the vote in 
national elections. 

The left has granted resi- 
dence papers to tens of 
thousands of illegal immi- 
grants meeting certain crite- 
ria since taking power from 
the right in June 1997. 

But human rights groups 
have been pressing the gov- 
ernment to go even further 
by legalising all illegal 
immigrants now in France. 
Mr. Pasqua. a former hard- 
line interior minister, told 
France Inter radio there 
were insufficient legal 
ground* to ban the party led 
by the fiery Jean-Maric Lc 
Pen. as some political lead- 
ers and anti-racism groups 
demanded. 


Kabila gears Congo for 
war, rebels target capital 


KINSHASA <R) — 

President Laurent Kahila 
has told the Congolese peo- 
ple to prepare for a "long 
war" with Rwanda, accus- 
ing his small neighbour of 
invading the country where 
a fast-movjng revolt erupt- 
ed last weekend. 

But rebel commander 
Sylvain Bikclcnge denied 
Friday that Rwanda troops 
were fighting alongside the 
rebels who. he said, aimed 
to capture Kinshasa, capital 
of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, and over- 
throw Mr. Kabila. 

“We must prepare our- 
selves lo resist the aggres- 
sion and to finish the war in 
the aggressors’ home.” Mr. 
Kabila told a news confer- 
ence Thursday as rebels 
advanced deeper in the 
country. 

Breaking his silence 
since the revolt erupted in 
hi.s army Sunday on the 
eastern border with 
Rwanda. Mr. Kabila vowed 
to take the conflicl to 
Rwanda. But he stopped 
short of a declaration of 
war on the country which 
had backed him in a seven- 
month bush war which cul- 
minated in the toppling of 
veteran Zairean dictator 
Mobutu Scse Scko last 
May. 

Mr. Kabila said he would 
go ahead and attend region- 
al talks in Zimbabwe 
Saturday to ask Paul 
Kagame. Rwanda’s vice- 
president and defence min- 
ister. to withdraw his 


troop:-. 

Leaders from Rwanda. 
Uganda. Zambia. 

Zimhabwe. Namibia and 
Tanzania. are due to attend 
the meeting. Rwanda has 
denied us troops are 
involved in the Congolese 
revolt, and the rebel leader 
Friday also denied this. 

Giving hi* first interview 
to foreign media. Mr. 
Bikelcngc ruled out any 
political settlement with 
Mr. Kabila and said: “Our 
forces are moving in virtu- 
ally every direction. We 
have moved close to the 
port of M jtadi. We took the 
port of Miranda." 

Mr. Bikelengc -aid other 
units he commanded were 
heading to the southern 
town of Kalemie, a major 
railway head which is also 
a gateway to the southern 
mining centre of 
Lubumbushi. 

He predicted they would 
be in Kalemie in a matter 
of djys. Britain, citing a 
risk of a serious escalation 
in (he fighting, has advised 
its nationals to leave 
Congo. The United States 
and Belgium have given 
the same ads ice. 

Regional military ana- 
lysts are baffled at the faM 
spread of the rebellion in 
Africa'? third largest 
nation, but some said gov- 
ernment forces were vic- 
tims of a poor command 
structure after the departure 
of Rwandan forces who 
helped put Mr. Kabila in 
power. Mr. Bikclenge said 


the border town of Uvira 
near Burundi and other 
eastern towns of 
Kamanyola. Bukav u and 
Goma were firmly under 
rebel control. 

"In some of these town*, 
not a single shot was fired." 
he said, echoing reports 
during Mr. Kabila's revolt 
against Mobutu when gov- 
ernment troops in the then 
Zaire tied without a fight. 

Meanwhile. a South 
African delegation led by 
Foreign Minister Alfred 
Nzo was due to meet Mr. 
Kabila in the southern 
Congolese city of 
Lubumbashi before hts 
departure for the talks in 
Zimbabwe. 

Mr. Nzo. speaking to 
Reuters Television in 
Pretoria minutes belorc 
leaving for Congo, said his 
country still backed Mr. 
Kabila’. “Yes of course we 
do. We support the DRC. 
which at the moment is 
headed by Kabila." he said, 
adding that he would dis- 
cus? with the president the 
need to build “a broad- 
based platform for gover- 
nance. 

“We are hoping that they 
will be able to normalise 
.the situation," he said. 

Mr. Kabila, acknowledg- 
ing that Goma and Bukuvu 
were in enemy hands, told 
the Congolese: “We should 
prepare for a Jong drawn- 
out war. a peopled war in 
which the entire people 
should defend its homeland 
and sovereignty." 




A woman walks along the riverside of the Yangtze River in Jiujiang, in China's Jiangxi province, with flooded hous- 
es in the background. Torrential rains have lashed central and eastern China for weeks, pushing nvers and lakes 
to their highest levels since 1954 and triggering devastating floods that have killed more than 2,000 people, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of Civil Affairs (Reuters photo) 


China evacuates 330,000 people 


ahead of last-ditch measures 


BEUING (AP) — China 
was evacuating 330,000 
people Friday from land 
along the raging Yangtze 
River that officials were 
preparing to sacrifice to 
flooding to safeguard cities 
downstream. 

With the Yangtze at 
record levels and threaten- 
ing to rise further, officials 
were preparing to open 
floodgates and even blow 
up a dike to divert floodwa- 
ters away from one of the 
most threatened sections of 
the 6.300-kilometre long 
river. 

The decision whether to 
deliberately flood towns 
and villages at the 
Yangtze's Jingjiang section, 
in badly flooded central 
Hubei province, would 
require the approval of 
China's State Council, or 
Cabinet. 

"The worst moment of the 
year’s flood control efforts 
is probably coming." the 
official newspaper China 
Daily quoted unidentified 
Yangtze River officials as 
saying. 

The crisis was precipitat- 
ed by a surge of floodwaters 
headed down river Friday 
that officials feared could 
cause sodden levees weak- 
ened by weeks of rain and 
Hoods to collapse. 

A major dike protecting 
the city of Jiujiang. down 


the Yangtze in southeast 
Jiangxi province, burst 
Friday, a witness said. A 
city Rood Control official 
confirmed a breach, but 
said he had no details. 

A provincial flood official 
said the dike was thought to 
be a main Yangtze dike. 
Another levee breach near 
the city Tuesday killed two 
people, the Xinhua News 
Agency said. To reduce 
pressure on major levees 
that protect cities and mil- 
lions of people down- 
stream. officials have 
already begun abandoning 
smaller dikes and were 
preparing for the possibility 
of deflecting waters into the 
Jingjiang flood diversion 
area, where more than 

500.000 people live. 

The Iasi lime the Yangtze 
was this high was in 1954. 
during floods that forced 
officials to divert water 
three times. 

More ihan 30.000 people 
died in the flooding that 
year. So far this year, more 
than 2.000 people have died 
in summer floods that 
began in June. The death 
loll continues to rise as 
reports arc received from 
flooded areas. The floods 
have affected 240 million 
people, a fifth of the popu- 
lation. to varying degrees, 
the government says. 

More than 330,000 people 


in the Jingjiang flood diver- 
sion area south of Hubei's 
Shashi city were being 
moved out. said Chen 
Zhichao. director of the 
Jinjiang Flood Diversion 
Management Bureau. 

Of those. 230.000 had 
already been moved and 
another 100.000 should be 
moved out by Friday 
evening, officials said. 

The remainder of the 

520,000 people who reside 
in the area live on high or 
protected ground and are 
safe, Mr. Chen said. He said 
they were, waiting for an 
order from the State 
Council before diverting 
the river. If the order was 
given, officials first would 
raise floodgates to deflect 
water from the Yangtze to 
the diversion area. 

If that proved insufficient, 
a 3 kilometre long dike that 
borders the river would be 
blown up to let the floodwa- 
ters through, said Mr. Chen. 

One method already being 
employed to lower the 
Yangtze was breaking open 
or deliberately abandoning 
.smaller, secondary dikes, 
flooding farmland and tak- 
ing pressure off the major 
embankments that hem in 
the river. 

Hubei, one of worst-hit 
provinces that declared a 
slate of emergency 
Thursday, has already sacri- 


ficed at least 104 such lev- 
ees. forcing 270.000 people 
to move and inundating 
swathes of farmland, the 
Communist Party newspa- 
per People's Daily said 
Friday. 

Among the cities protect- 
ed by these “selfless” acts 
was Wuhan, with 7 million 
people, the newspaper said. 

Hubei officials breached 
another six small levees 
around Jingzhou city, next 
to Shashi. Thursday and 
Friday, forcing 100.000 
people to evacuate, said a 
Jingzhou flood control offi- 
cial, who gave.his surname, 

• Li. .» 

Should officials decide to 
divert the Yangtze at 
Jingjiang too, then Gong'an 
county, south of Shashi, 
would bear the brunt of the 
flooding, the China Daily 
said. "The Jingjiang section 
is ‘facing the worst flood 
challenge in its history," the 
newspaper said, quoting Ge 
Shouxi. a Yangtze River 
chief engineer. 

The Yangtze at Shashi 
reached a record 44.68 
metres Thursday, a cen- 
timetre higher that in 
1954‘s deadly floods, the 
China Daily said. As the 
fourth flood crest this year 
bore down, the river was 
expected to rise Friday to 
44.95 metres, the paper 
said. 


Salvage begins as toll edges 
towards 300 in S. Korean floods 


SEOUL t AFP) — 
Thousands of rescuers 
were picking through 
debris Friday following 
floods and mudslides 
which have left at least 
28S people dead or miss- 
ing. as troops searched lor 
explosives swept away hy 
the torrent*. 

The rising toll was the 
result of a week of del- 
uges caused by record 
rains that have affected 

29.000 home* and cost a 
record S7.4 billion, 
according to some esti- 
mates. 

Disaster chiefs warned 
that the massive loss of 
life and property may not 
be over, as meteorologists 
forecast a further 120 mil- 
limetres of ram overnight 
as waning typhoon Otto 
approaclies the Korean 
coast. 

The Seoul area was 
overnight Wednesday 
pounded by rainfall levels 
of up to 620 millimetres, 
a level not seen since the 
start of the century. 

At least 192 people 
were dead or missing in 
Seoul and its surrounding 
province of Kvonggi, 
with 131 confirmed dead 
and 61 unaccounted. 
Some 24 victims were 
confirmed dead Friday, 
while 24 missing people 


were found. 

"ft is taking a long time 
to identify the dead hod- 
ies in these difficult cir- 
cumstances. and some of 
the ones wc (bund were 
not even reported miss- 
ing." a central disaster 
agency (CDA) official 
said. 

The inundation fol- 
lowed flash floods in the 
south of the country last 
weekend believed to’ have 
claimed 96 lives, 
although not all the bod- 
ies have been recovered. 

While disaster officials 
said the lolls would rise 
further, they said the rate 
of reports would slow 
unless the approaching 
rains renew the disaster. 

As the muddy waters 
retreated Friday.’ rescuers 
began scrambling through 
wreckage to search for 
survivors, salvage corpses 
and restore utilities to the 
stricken Seoul area where 
tens of thousands of resi- 
dents were left homeless. 

The U.S. and South 
Korean armies meanwhile 
launched separate hunts 
for small landmines, mor- 
tars, flares and other 
munitions swept out of 
camp? by the swirling 
waters, officials and 
reports said. 

Aboul 10 tonnes of 


Seoul's ammunition — 
including "some 200 M- 
14 anti-personnel mines” 
— were lost in the del- 
uges. military officials 
said. 

The U.S. military 
appealed for ihc public to 
report sightings of "small 
arms ammunition" after 
several containers were 
washed out of Camp 
Casey, m the town of 
Tnngduchun north of 
Seoul. 

. Three other U.S. bases 
in South Korea, where 

37.000 American troops 
are stationed tn protect 
against possible attack 
Irom Communist North 
Korea, were damaged in 
ihe flooding and " land- 
slides. a spokesman said. 

More than 600 South 
Korean troops meanwhile 
launched a hunl for shells 
and other ordnance 
washed out of armouries, 
possibly into civilian 
areas. 

A break in the weather, 
marred by one ovcmicht 
shower. meanwhile 
helped rescuer workers 
and residents trying to 
piece their lives together 

Firemen, snldiePs and 
police, some in rubber 
dinghies, combed the 
stricken zone to locate 
survivors of landslides 


and building collapses or 
to collect the bodies of 
those who were not so 
lucky. 

Workers backed by 
heavy equipment mean- 
while battled to restore 
severed water, electricity 
and phones lines and to 
repair damaged roads. 
Landslides triggered 
heavy rain buried scores 
of people, w-hile others 
were swept away, electro- 
cuted or crushed under 
collapsing buildings. 

Tens of thousands of 
residents fled their home? 
with whatever posses- 
sions they could grab. 
Some 29.051 people were 
left homeless in Seoul add 
environs by the floods 
covered entire cities* 
reports said. 

CDA officials said the 
damage to property was 
“incalculable." but sever- 
al news reports put it at a 
possible $7.4 billion, the 
greatest devastation ever 
wrought in South Korea 
by a natural disaster. 
Some 22.041 hectares of 
farmland were flooded, 
the CDA said, while 
reports said 139,000 head 
of livestock drowned io 
satellite towns north of 
the capital where th* 
inundation wrought H* 
worst damage. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


French ex-minister indicted 
. for money laundering 

PARIS (AFP) — Former French Defence Minister 
Franfois Leotard was indicted Friday for money-laun- 
dering and illegal financing of a political party. Mr. 
Leotard and his close aide, centre-right deputy Renaud 
Donnedieu de Vabre, were placed under judicial exam- 
ination by anti-corruption magistrate Laurence 
Vichnievsky. Approached by three journalists outside 
her office, Mr. Leotard threatened to punch one of them 
in the face and repeatedly told them to “go and get 
stuffed,” but was restrained by his lawyer, Jean VeiL 
Mr. Leotard and Donnedieu de Vabre are suspected of 
moving five million francs (about $830,000) between 
Luxembourg and Italy for the benefit of Mr.' Leotard's 
political party, the now-defunct Republican Party, 
media reports said. The money was allegedly taken 
from the special funds of the conservative government 
of prime minister Edouard Ball ad ur, who was in office 
between 1993 and 1995, Le Monde said, citing judicial 
sources. Me. Leotard this year lost control of the 
Republican Party , now renamed Liberal Democracy, to 
his rival, former Finance Minister Alain Madelin, and 
has also been ousted as leader of the centre-right coali- 
tion' in parliament, the Union for French Democracy 
(UDF). Mr.- Leotard backed Mr. Bahadur in his aborted 
bid for the presidency in 1995 against President Jacques 
Chirac. In 1994, he was cleared of corruption over a 
property acquisition in Frejus, on the French riviera, 
where he is mayor. 

Anglican bishops slap 
U.S. church over women priests 

CANTERBURY, England (AP) — A resolution intend- 
ed to reduce discord among Anglican churches over the 
ordination of women has drawn protests from female 
bishops in the United States. The resolution, proposed 
by the Right Rev. Penny Jamieson, bishop of Dunedin, 
New Zealand, implicitly rebukes the U.S. Episcopal 
Church for cracking down on four bishops who have 
refused to permit women priests in their dioceses. 
Bishops meeting at the Lambeth Conference Thursday 
endorsed the- resolution, which says there should be "no 
compulsion on any bishop in matters concerning ordi- 
nation and licensing." It disagrees with changes in 
canon law adopted last year by the Episcopal Church, 
giving the recalcitrant bishops until the year 2000 to 
comply. As a consultative body of the 70 million world- 
wide Anglican community, the Lambeth Conference 
has no authority to override the decision of any nation- 
al church. Although the resolution expresses disap- 
proval it doesn’t legally affect the position of the U.S. 
bishops. The Right Rev. Catherine Roskam of New 
York said Friday that die resolution meant nothing in 
terms of the American church’s policy. “There’s a kind 
of arrogance among bishops here that forgets there’s the 
rest of the church. And I doubt the House of Deputies in 
the American Church is going to take that one sitting 
down.” 

' Dengue fever epidemic 
in Cambodia escalates 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) — Dengue fever 
cases in Cambodia surged in the past month and have 
caused the deaths of at least 144 children so far this 
year, health officials said Friday. “It is a national epi- 
demic, we have a veiy serious situation here,” said Dr. 
Stefan Hoyer, dengue and malaria officer for the U.N.’s 
World Health Organisation. The mosquito-borne dis- 
ease’s symptoms of fever and muscle pain are usually 
temporary for adults but sometimes fatal for small chil- 
dren. Because damp weather creates favorable breeding 
conditions for mosquitoes, dengue cases regularly peak 
during the rainy season, which officially starts in 
Cambodia in July. The situation may be exacerbated 
this year by the El Nino weather phenomenon, whose 
late rains and warm weather caused an unusual dry sea- 
son outbreak in early January. The last dengue epidem- 
ic in Cambodia was in 1995, when there were over 
10,000 Dengue cases and 450 deaths. The spread of 
Dengue from urban to rural areas has exacerbated the 
situation in Cambodia, “because of the remoteness of 
many places and the difficult access to health facilities 
in areas where Dengue is erupting newly," said Dr. 
Hoyer. He said that as a result, the fatality rate in 
Cambodia is higher than in most other countries. Dr. 
Hoyer praised the quick reaction of the international 
community, which has donated hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in aid for insecticide spraying, health educa- 
tion and epidemic control. 

Greek dictionary definition of 
Filipinas causes anger 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — A Greek dictionary that 
defines Filipino women as housemaids or people with 
unimportant duties has provoked widespread anger — 
and a bout of soul-searching — in the Philippines. “It’s 
a sad commentary on the status of our women,” 
Dominique Coseteng, one of four women in the 23- 
member Philippine Senate, said Friday. Filipinos have 
been stung by the definition of “Filipineza” in a modem 
Greek dictionary as a “domestic worker or a person 
who performs non-essential auxiliary tasks.” The gov- 
ernment sent a diplomatic note asking Greek authorities 
to encourage the author, Greek scholar George 
Babiniotis, to delete the entry. More than 6 million 
Filipinos work: overseas, many as maids or entertainers, 
because of a shortage of job opportunities at home. The 
money they send borne is the country’s biggest source 
of foreign exchange. Many endure daily indignities 
ranging from verbal abuse to sexual advances from 
their employers. But Filipinos at home generally see 
them as privileged for being able to work overseas for 
higher wages. Manila’s archbishop, Jaime Cardinal Sin, 
even called overseas Filipinos “heroes” for supporting 
their families and nation. The linguistic flap has caught 
the attention of President Joseph Estrada, who called 
the d efiniti on “totally unacceptable” and “severely 
inaccurate.” “As much as it is offensive, its negative 
connotation downgrades the positive contribution of 
Filipino women to the economic and social develop- 
ment of the Philippines and of Greece," Mr. Estrada 
said. Others saw some truth in the definition. “What we 
should really do is embark on a long-term and sustain- 
able prog ramm e so that our women need not go abroad 
as domestic helpers,” Sen. Coseteng said. To accom- 
plish that, the Philippines should provide better eco- 
nomic conditions at home and equal treatment of 
women, she said. - In 1997, overseas Filipino workers 
sent home $5.7 billion through official channels and 
much. more through other means, helping soften the 
effects on the Philippines of the Asian currency crisis. 



Annette Larkin, a painting specialist with Christies auction house, takes a break 
with a catalogue beside Frederick McCubbin’s painting ‘Bush Idyll’ on display in 
Melbourne. Painted in 1893, the oil -on -canvas work is expected to set a new 
record for an Australian artwork auctioning at over $1.16 million (Reuters photo) 


Myanmar opposition groups call 
for uprising against junta 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Myanmar opposition groups 
Friday called for a nation- 
wide campaign to force the 
junta from power, on the eve 
of the 10th anniversary of a 
bloody military crackdown 
on pro-democracy protest- 
ers. 

“Nowadays it is not for the 
people to fear the SPDC 
military dictators, but it is 
for the military dictators to 
cravenly fear the people,” 
the major opposition 
umbrella group National 
Council of the Union of 
Burma (NCUB) said in a 
statement. 

“Therefore we call upon 
the political parties in towns 
and cities, the people from 
all walks of life, the 
Buddhist monks, youths and 
students, "Burmese commu- 
nities overseas, ethnic 
nationalities in ceasefire, 
and pro-democratic ele- 
ments in the armed forces, to 
be on the alert to join force 
with the NLD led by Daw 
(honorific) Aung San Suu 
Kyi for the historic struggle 
to completely wipe out the 
domination of die SPDC 
military dictatorship. 

“In conclusion, we would 
like to announce that we 
have started the launching of 
TP-2F — Operation 
People’s Power 21 — 

according to plan,” it added 
without elaborating, as lead- 
ers of opposition groups met 
in a rebel-held zone of 
Myanmar on the Thai border 
to discuss their campaign. 

The call came on the eve 
of Saturday’s politically- 
charged anniversary of the 
crackdown which left thou- 
sands dead, according to 
unofficial tolls. 

It also came ahead of an 
Aug. 21 deadline set by the 
opposition for the junta, to 
convene parliament or face 
unspecified consequences. 


The National League for 
Democracy (NLD), led by 
Nobel peace laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi, won 1990 
polls by a landslide but the 
junta has refused to relin- 
quish power. 

The opposition's govern- 
ment in exile, mainly com- 
prising members of parlia- 
ment elected in the 1990 
polls, separately urged the 
Myanmar people to main- 
tain the “spirit" of those 
gunned down in the 1988 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions, known as the 4-Eight 
incident because of the date 
on which it occurred. 

“On the 10th anniversary 
of the historic movement for 
democracy, we would like to 
earnestly urge the entire 
people to participate ... in 
the effort to have the parlia- 
ment convened by Aug. 21, 
by holding fast to the spirit 
of the 4-Eight movement,” 
the National Coalition 
Government of the Union of 
Burma said in a statement. 

“Now, the political situa- 
tion in Burma has reached a 
critical point.” it said. 

A senior opposition figure 
based in Bangkok said the 
dissidents had run out of 
patience with the junta and 
were committed to forcing 
urgent change. 

“The opposition is not 
going to back off," said 
Aung Naing Oo, foreign 
affairs secretary of the All 
Burma Students Democratic 
Front. 

“The military is not going 
to back off. I don't think that 
is the best for all of us. 

“But if the Burmese mili- 
tary refuses to enter dia- 
logue or find a peaceful 
solution, the only choice for 
us is to nse people power," 
be added, expressing con- 
cern new violence might 
erupt. 

Dissidents in Bangkok 


said opposition leaders were 
Friday meeting in a rebel- 
held zone on the border with 
Thailand to map out their 
campaign to dislodge the 
junta. 

The meeting was attended 
by the heads of almost all 
Myanmar opposition groups 
operating outside the coun- 
try, as well as commanders 
of rebel factions within its 
borders, they added. 

‘This is preparation for 
our movement inside 
Burma,” NCUB presidium 
member Tin Maung Win 
said, adding the meeting was 
taking place just across from 
the Tliai border town of Mae 
Sot in a district held by the 
rebel Karen National Union. 

“This is not a violent cam- 
paign," while declining to 
give details of their delibera- 
tions. 

Foreign diplomats in 
Yangon expressed skepti- 
cism the opposition would 
be able to orchestrate a 
nationwide campaign 

against the junta. 

“If you are asking whether 
they ( the opposition) can get 
the whole country out on the 
streets, then the answer is 
definitely no,” a senior 
diplomat at a Western 
embassy said. 

“They have relatively 
small numbers and, apart 
from those who aren't even 
in Burma, most are in the 
major cities. But they could 
stir people up about other 
things and that could cause 
trouble." 

Another Western diplomat 
agreed with the junta line 
that most Myanmar people 
were more interested in sur- 
vival than democracy. 

“But remember the eco- 
nomic situation is pretty bad 
right now. and a lot of peo- 
ple are upset about that." 


British ex-spy pulled off plane 
heading for Australia 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — Ex-British spy 
Richard Tomlinson who is threatening to pub- 
lish a book on British intelligence was Friday 
pulled off a plane by authorities just before he 
was due to leave for Australia. 

He told Television New Zealand that 
although he was a New Zealand passport hold- 
er, and would normally have free entry to 
Australia, Canberra had deemed he needed a 
visa because he has served time in a British jaiL 

He also confirmed he has spoken Friday with 
a book publishing company, Reeds, which is a 
subsidiary of Rupert Murdoch's News Coip. 

Mr. Tomlinson, 35. arrived here Wednesday 
from Paris and was served with a High Court 
injunction ordering him not to talk publicly of 
his past work with MI6. the British govern- 
ment’s external secret service. 

He was arrested along with ML5 agent David 
Shayler, in Paris last Friday by the DST, 
France’s counter-espionage service. 

Both were picked up at die request of the 
British government for offences against the 
Official Secrets Act but Mr. Tomlinson was 
released on the grounds of insufficient evi- 
dence. 

Mr. Tomlinson worked for M36 for five years 
before being literally locked out when he 
arrived for work one day. An anempi to have 
his grievances heard by an industrial tribunal 
was thwarted by Britain’s secrecy laws. He was 
last year sentenced to a year’s jail in Britain for 
passing secret information to an Australian 
publisher. He was released earlier this year, on 
probation, after serving six months. 


He said he was trying to fly to Sydney aboard 
a Qantas flight. 

“I sat on the seat in the aeroplane and it was 
about 10 minutes to take-off when I had a tap 
on the shoulder and they said there was a mes- 
sage for you.” he told TVNZ. 

T was led off down the plane and I was told 
there was a fax from Canberra saying I would- 
n’t be allowed into Australia.” 

“I am very upset about the whole thing. I've 
served my jail sentence for what I did and I 
would like to be left in peace now. thank you. 

“I wish the New Zealand government would 
give me the protection they would give to any 
other New Zealand citizen. I haven’t broken 
any New Zealand law.” 

He confirmed he had spoken Friday to a pub- 
lisher but said his talks were about a book on 
his time in a British high security jail. “There 
was no intention of writing any more than 
that” 

Thursday he said his book on his experiences 
with MI6 would be a “much better read than 
Spvcatcher" — the book written by former 
MIS agent Peter Wright and which the British 
government also fought to have banned. 

Mr. Shayler and Mr. Tomlinson had reported- 
ly intended to open a web site hitting our at the 
inefficiency of British intelligence, with refer- 
ence to secret service operations in Russia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Mr. Shayler, who had worked for MI5 
domestic intelligence, was also arrested last 
week in France. Britain is seeking his extradi- 
tion and he remains in custody in France. 


‘Serb forces not conducting 
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo’ 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
U.N. refugee agency Friday 
rejected the notion that Serb 
forces were conducting pure 
“ethnic cleansing” of the eth- 
nic Albanian population in 
the war- tom Serbian 
province of Kosovo. 

“We don't think there is 
any official policy by the 
Serbian government of eth- 
nic cleaning because it would 
be totally and utterly crazy," 
a spokesman of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Kris 
Janowski told journalists. 

Tt would make no sense in 
a situation where there's an 
area which is 90 percent pop- 
ulated by Albanians,” he said 
in response to a question on 
the issue. 

However, Mr. Janowski 
said that there was an “ele- 
ment" of e thni c cleansing in 
the six-month combat, point- 
ing to the burning of houses, 
the depopulation of certain 
areas, and the targeting of 
civilians. 

The situation in Kosovo 
was “slightly different" from 


the scenario in the early 
1990s in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, where villages 
of different ethnic minorities 
— Serbs, Croats and 
Muslims — were packed 
close together. 

“What we saw in Bosnia 
was a very quick, very brutal 
drive by the Bosnian Serb 
forces, rounding up thou- 
sands of people, driving 
them out and locking them in 
concentration camps. We 
have not seen this happen in 
Kosovo. And we hope it 
won’t happen.” he said. 

But Mr. Janowski warned 
that the humanitarian situa- 
tion in Kosovo was becom- 
ing “worse by the day” with 
more than 200,000 people — 
about one tenth of the popu- 
lation — uprooted by the 
fighting between Serb forces 
and ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists. 

“It’s on the verge of being a 
humanitarian disaster." 
Houses were still burning in 
the area around Malisevo 
Thursday, according to a 
UNHCR five-truck convoy 


that delivered relief supplies 
to people scattered in the 
hills around the town. 

UNHCR is planning anoth- 
er convoy Saturday to 
Malisevo. the only place that 
the agency has currently has 
access to, Mr. Janowski said. 

Houses in the area had 
been crammed with as many 
as 100 to 120 people. 

“Most of the people have 
been living in the open for 
more than a week with little 
food. There's little water and 
no sanitation facilities,” Mr. 
Janowski said. 

Cases of dehydration 
among children have been 
reported. 

The UNHCR estimates 
there are more than 150,000 
displaced people within 
Kosovo, around 30,000 in 
the province of Montenegro 
and more than 13.000 in 
Albania. 

Mr. Janowski said the 
UNHCR was planning for 
“winterisation” in the event 
the fighting drags on, which 
meant accumulating food 
stocks and winter clothing. 


U.S., Russian envoys in Kosovo 
as NATO action looms 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AFP) — U.S. and 
Russian envoys compared notes in Kosovo 
Friday, a day after Yugoslav gunners ham- 
mered two villages west of Pristina bringing 
the threat of NATO intervention loomed larg- 
er. 

Christopher Hill, the U.S. ambassador to 
Macedonia and Washington’s point man for 
Kosovo, and Russian deputy foreign minister 
Nikolai Afanasyevsky met in a Pristina hotel, 
before going into talks with Ibrahim Rugova. 
political leader of Kosovo's ethnic Albanian 
majority. 

Mr. Afanasyevsky was later to see local 
Serbian authorities, while Mr. Hill was to 
tour Orahovac and Malisevo. two towns 
southwest of Pristina that have witnessed bit- 
ter fighting in recent weeks, diplomatic 
sources said. 

In Brussels, NATO ambassadors Friday 
studied a list of options for military interven- 
tion aimed at forcing Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic to halt his crackdown on 
ethnic Albanian rebels. 

“We've intensified the military planning 
within NATO and. in fact, within a day or 
two that should be brought to a conclusion,” 
said White House spokesman PJ. Crowley. 

On the battlefield Thursday, Yugoslav 
security forces pounded Poljaoce and 
Marina, two villages in the Drcnica region to 
the west of Kosovo's capital, sending thou- 
sands fleeing. 

Gunners slammed shells into the villages at 
the rate of two per minutes, then paused for 
20 minutes before resuming their fire at the 
same deadly rhythm. 

Non-stop artillery fire has battered Drenica 
all week, as security forces pursue what eth- 


nic Albanian sources call a “scorched earth" 
policy to wipe out strongholds of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLaF. 

Kosovo's 90 per cent ethnic Albanian 
majority craves independence from 
Yugoslavia, but the United States and its 
European allies prefer that it regain the 
autonomous status it enjoyed in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

But as five months of fighting drags on. the 
conflict has taken more than 500 lives, and 
forced 200.000 people — or one in 10 
Kosovars — out of their homes, according to 
U.N. estimates. 

Mr. Milosevic asked the international com- 
munity Thursday to condemn what he called 
“terrorist violence" in Kosovo, and asked 
foreign governments to put an end to “the aid 
terrorists are receiving from abroad." 

But the United States indicated that NATO 
intervention was imminent if Mr. Milosevic 
did not relax the current offensive and sir 
down with the rebels. 

The U.S. State Department said Mr. Hill 
had given the Yugoslav leader a “very force- 
ful message" that the offensive “only 
increased the chances that there be a military 
action on the pan of NATO." 

Some 50 members of Kosovo’s Serb 
minority meanwhile descended on Pristina to 
find out more of what happened to relatives 
abducted two weeks ago by KLA guerrillas 
in the Orahovac area. 

“We want Richard Holbrooke to come and 
tell us where our relatives are," said one man. 
referring to the U.S. diplomatic troubleshoot- 
er who is Washington’s ambassador-desig- 
nate to the United Nations. 


Pentagon says Allied troops could 
move quickly into Balkans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hundreds of U.S. Marines 
will participate in NATO mil- 
itary exercises in Albania and 
Macedonia in the coming 
months in a show of force put 
on for Yugoslav leaders 
cracking down on ethnic 
Albanians in the province of 
Kosovo. 

“The current level of vio- 
lence is unacceptable, and 
we’re trying to make that 
clear in all sorts of communi- 
cations to (Yugoslav 
President Slobodan) 

Milosevic and to his army 
and his police forces,” 
Pentagon spokesman 

Kenneth Bacon told reporters 
Thursday. 

Condemning' the violence 
against ethnic Albanians in 
the Serbian province of 
Kososvo, Mr. Bacon said 
NATO allies want a cease- 
fire to end the fighting but 
continue to hone plans for a 
potential military response in 
case intervention is neces- 
sary. 

Mr. Bacon said NATO was 
expected to put final touches 
on some plans for military 
action in the next two days. 
“Then the international com- 
munity will have to decide 
what to do next, based on Mr. 
Milosevic’s activities,” -he 
said. 

Ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo are fighting for inde- 
pendence from the Yugoslav 
Republic of Serbia, which 
together with the smaller 
Montenegro comprises what 


is left of Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Bacon announced that 
U.S. forces would participate 
in the two ground force exer- 
cises, held under NATO's 
Partnership for Peace pro- 
gramme. 

Asked if the exercises 
would "impress" the 
Yugoslav leader, Mr. Bacon 
replied: “The point isn’t nec- 
essarily to impress him: it’s to 
do the Partnership for Peace 
work in these two countries. 
But I don’t dunk that he 
should doubt our ability to 
move forces in very quickly, 
should we decide it’s neces- 
sary.” 

In early June, 80 NATO 
warplanes flew over neigh- 
bouring Albania and 
Macedonia in a one-day mis- 
sion also aimed at prodding 
the Yugoslav president to 
restrain his forces. 

Mr. Milosevic promised 
last month to halt military 
operations against Kosovo 
Liberation Army rebels but 
has nonetheless unleashed a 
new wave of Serb violence 
that has driven up to 200.000 
ethnic Albanians from their 
homes. 

Mr. Bacon said the 
Albanian exercise for ground 
troops was scheduled follow- 
ing meetings earlier this sum- 
mer among NATO foreign 
and defence ministers. 

Dubbed “Cooperative 
Assembly 1998,” it runs from 
Aug. 17-22 and will bring 
together more than 1 200 
troops from the United States, 


Canada, Germany, France, 
Greece, Spain, ’ Britain. 
Belgium, the Netherlands. 
Turkey. Italy. Albania. 

Russia, and Lithuania. 

A U.S. Marine spokesman 
said more than 1.000 Marines 
could take part in the 
Albanian exercise. There are 
2.183 marines in the 

Mediterranean region with 
the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, on board 
the amphibious warfare ships 
USS Saipan, USS Austin and 
USS Tortuga. 

Mr. Bacon said the 
Albanian operation will cover 
a broad range of activities, 
including training and med- 
ical exercises. Some engi- 
neering units will also work 
on repairing and rebuilding 
some local buildings. A sec- 
ond similar NATO exercise 
will be held in Macedonia 
Sept. 10-18. Troops from 22 
nations will work on improv- 
ing their "peacekeeping 
skills ” Mr. Bacon said. 

About 200 U.S. Marines 
are scheduled to take pan in 
that exercise. The 

Macedonian exercise will 
include participants from: the 
United States, Canada. 
Greece. Italy. the 
Netherlands, Turkey. France, 
Norway, Spain. Britain, 
Denmark, Albania, Latvia. 
Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Macedonia, 
Hungary, Moldova, Poland. 
Romania, and Ukraine. 
Finland and Lithuania will 
send observers, he added. 
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Greenlight to more 
settlement 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu responded to the killing of two 
Israeli settlers in an ambush Tuesday night 
by turning around and allowing the expan- 
sion and construction of yet more settle- 
ments on occupied Arab land. 

His statement after the attack rang with 
the same short-sightedness and irresponsi- 
bility of a man who has for the past two 
years jeopardised the security of his own 
people by stalling on the agreements his 
predecessors reached with the Palestinians. 

The death of two young people meant 
nothing to Netanyahu except to serve as a 
greenlight to order the expansion of the 
very settlement where the killings occurred. 
In a further demonstration of the blind 
arrogance behind his policies, he again 
blamed the Palestinian National Authority 
for the killings — killings which took place 
in an area completely under Israeli control. 

The frustration of both Palestinians and 
Israelis at Netanyahu's policies, the emer- 
gence of more radicals on both sides, and, 
last but not least, the tragic slaying of young 
people should have by now convinced him 
of the necessity of changing paths and fully 
implementing the Oslo accords instead of 
destroying them. 

But nothing seems to pry open 
Netanyahu's eyes. Even though a much 
overdue Israeli redeployment seems finally 
likely, the Arabs have long realised that 
Netanyahu will never be a real partner in 
genuine peace-making. And that is where 
the U.S. role comes in. Washington has 
been engaged in behind-th e-scene negotia- 
tions with Israel trying to convince its “spe- 
cial ally" to withdraw from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank. It threatened Israel by mak- 
ing the withdrawal proposal, long accepted 
by the Palestinian, public. All other parties, 
Arabs and Europeans, have also been urg- 
ing the U.S. to go public on its proposal, but 
to no avail. We have all had enough of 
Netanyahu's delaying tactics and we think 
it is high time the U-S. made its initiative 
public. Even more than that: the l'.S. 
should make clear that it is Netanyahu who 
so far stood in the path of a genuine peace, 
hiding behind an outdated concept — secu- 
rity before peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra'i's Raja Elisha said the mission of ihc inquiry 
commission formed by ihc Parliament to investigate the 
water crisis in Amman will not be simply a technical 
inquiry. The commission will look into all aspects of 
bow ihc crisis has affected the whole country, the writer 
said. Tlie commission will investigate people’s morals 
and behaviours. starting with government officials, he 
said. If the commission manages to unveil the truth, it 
« il! he a victory for the country. Elissa said. If it dis- 
covers who was responsible lor the crisis, which is 
causing fear among the public, it will be a step forward 
in the country’s destiny. The writer said Jordanians 
around the country are awaiting for the findings of the 

commission, and wish it all success. 


AI Aswaq’s Rashid Hasson called on Ihc government 
to sum nationwide medical examinations of citizens 
from different age-groups to determine if the polluted 
water has affected their health. The tests, he said, 
should also study the possibility of future negative 
impacts on peoples health. The writer said people arc 
suffering an added financial burden because they arc 
forced to buy spring water, at sky-rocketing prices. He 
urged the government to compensate the public for 
their losses. Hasson said Minister of Water and 
irrigation Munther Haddudin and the Water Authority 
should pay for their mistake and that the Water 
Authority should cancel water bills for the last month. 
Hassan lashed out at the minister of water for conceal- 
ing the facts in the crisis and causing a public scare. He 
said if Dr. Haddadin was honest from the beginning 
people would not have suffered this much. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa Keilani 


Iran’s missile tests set off chain reaction 


IRAN'S TESTING of a long-range missile last month 
met with a cool reception from the Islamic republic's 
neighbours in the Gulf as well as Iraq. It seemed that no 
one in the immediate vicinity was really concerned about 
the newfound Iranian missile capability, notwithstanding 
doubts of whether or not the test was successful. But it 
would appear that the Iranian move has led to a series of 
chain reactions which could end up in the U.S. dropping 
its adherence to a landmark missile treaty it entered into 
with the Soviet Union in 1972. 

The Gulf countries' silence over the Iranian test was 
prompted by a realisation that if Iran wanted to stage mis- 
sile attacks on its Arab neighbours, it does not need a 
1 ,300-kilometre range rocket, except of course when the 
targets could be parts of Iraq and Saudi Arabia. As such. 
Saudi Arabia decided silence was the best option; and for 
some reason the Iraqi response to Iran was also rather 
muted. 

Indeed the first to raise concern was of course 
Washington, saying the Iranian missile test raises tension 
in the Gulf region. But that assertion was met by public 
indifference in the Gulf states, the first parties who should 
be worried. It was an understatement that Washington was 
diplomatically snubbed despite behind-the-scenes efforts 
by its ambassdors in the Gulf to persuade host govern- 
ments to issue statements of condemnation of the Iranian 


tesL 


As was expected Israel followed suit with a scries of 
dramatic announcements of the need to increase its mis- 
sile defences (meaning additional budgets!, given that the 
1,300-kilometre range of the rocket allows Iran to hit the 
Jewish state. 

Tehran, in its bid to assuage the Gulf state’s apprehen- 
sion over Iran's mounting military acquisitions, clearly 
stated that it had Israel in sight rather than its immediate 
neighbours. President Bill Clinton moved to “punish" 
those who allegedly helped Iran to build missile capabili- 
ty by imposing sanctions on seven Russian research cen- 
tres "and companies. But those sanctions have only sym- 
bolic value because none of the targeted institutions has 
any business dealings with the U.S., and it is also doubt- 
ful that American firms would opt for Russian defence 
technology or equipment. 

So here is where the latest “missile crisis’’ has come to 
rest. Both Iran and Israel benefited in the bargain, but 
another threat — of a much stronger international impact 
— has reared its head. 

Iran has now acquired greater respect in the Third World 
for its defiance of the U.S. and sent another message that 
it could eventually pose a more serious threat to what 
Washington sees as its strategic interests in the Gulf 
region. Short of a military option or a dramatic warming 
of relations — which seems unlikely in view of the strong 
influence that hardliners maintain in Tehran — the U.S. 


would find it difficult to contain what it considers threats 
posed by Iran. As the U.S. continues to ponder its options, 
Israel is making hay. 

It was no accident that the Israelis displayed tor the first 
time its anti-missile missile Arrow, which it developed 
with U.S. money. It was Israel’s way of showing the 
Americans that their money was well spent and that it 
needed more, given the “Iranian threat." However, 
according to Lester Lyles, director of the U.S. Ballistic 
Missile Defence Organisation, the Iranian missiles do not 
pose a threat to Israel because the U.S. is committed to 
deploying its hi-tech systems which can destroy enemy 
missiles during boost phase so that they will fail back on 
the countries that fired them. 

But what is more interesting is the theory put forward 
by Israeli analysts that Washington would have to violate 
the U.S.-Soviet ABM treaty of 1972 if it were to provide 
effective defence for the state of Israel. As such, the 
Israeli lobby is hard at work on Capitol Hill seeking to get 
Congress to persuade Washington to drop its adherence to 
the ABM treaty. No doubL the powerful Zionist connec- 
tions in the House and Senate will succeed. But then it 
would not be the first time that the U.S. publicly abandons 
its declared commitment to international agreements and 
conventions for the sake of its “straretgic alliance” with 
Israel. The Palestinians are paying for that reality every 
day. 



Strong alliance in a divided Israel 
will determine country’s politics 


By G JI. Jansen 


ANY OBSERVER of the impatient, cruel, 
arrogant treatment meted our to their 
Palestinian subjects by the Israelis could be 
pardoned for thinking that this behaviour is 
the expression of a united, monolithic soci- 
ety. It is not. 

In actual fact Israeli society is driven by a 
great many divides: racial and religious, 
social and economic, linguistic and sartori- 
al. 

The best known of these divisions is that 
between ihe Ashkenazi and Sephardi com- 
munities. That fundamental division 
embraces all Israel’s other divisions. 

The Ashkenazi community consists of 
Jews originating in Western and European 
countries, while the Sephardim hail from 
Oriental countries and North Africa, espe- 
cially Morocco. The Israeli populace is. 
divided just about equally between .the two. ' 

Although there is near equality in num- 
bers. there is no equality of position, power 
and pelf. Indeed since Israel’s establish- 
ment there has been discrimination and 
prejudice against most groups of immi- 
grants. particularly the Sephardim. 

In the late 40s the Sephardim were herded 
into reception centres where they remained 
for years. Many of their children were taken 
from them "for adoption by suitable 
Ashkenazi parents. In the 50s and 60s they 
were sent to distant “development towns" 
where accommodation was poor and there 
was no local work for them. Ignored by 
Labour, they were adopted in the 1 970s by 
assertive politicians of right-wing parties 
which in 1977 united in the Likud and 
swept into power thanks to Sephardim of 
Moroccan. Yemeni. Turkish, Kurdish and 
Iranian origin. The Sephardim were 
rewarded with positions in the Likud. Today 
half the ministers in the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu arc of 
Sephardi origin. 


But the Sephardim have not won the bat- 
tle for equal representation and recognition. 
They are generally less educated and floorer 
than their Ashkenazi compatriots. The lat- 
est group of immigrants, the Ethiopians, 
classified as Sephardim, suffer severe dis- 
crimination. Because they follow an 
ancient form of Judaism, the Orthodox 
Rabbinate does not consider them Jews and 
insists that they should convert. Blood 
donated by Ethiopians for medical transfu- 
sions has been destroyed because the 
alleged high incidence of AIDS amongst 
them. Ninety per cent of Ethiopian children 
live below the poverty line. 

When the first Ethiopian attorney and 
doctor graduated from university recently, 
the attorney expressed his joy at this 
achievement, but noted that it came only 
10-15 years after the Ethiopians had begun 
to arrive in Israel. 

“TThis is something Indian Jews immigrat- 
ing to Israel should keep in mind because in- 
Israel the Beni Israel of Bombay are. like 
the Ethiopians, not considered to be true 
Jews.) 

Discrimination, low standards of living 
and education, second class status have, 
understandably, made the Sephardim bitter 
and highly sensitive to racial slurs. 

Last week the media in Israel was full of 
the scandal provoked by words spoken by 
Major General Ori Orr. now a member of 
the Knesset, or parliament, for the Labour 
Party. After serving for 30 years in the army 
where he commanded the northern and cen- 
tral fronts. Orr went on to study economics, 
public policy and international relations at 
Harvard and at the prestigious 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology as 
well as at Tel Aviv University. Therefore he 
should have known better than to say. in an 
interview with a journalist of Moroccan ori- 
gin. “You can’t cany on a normal conversa- 
tion with those people (the Sephardim). 
They interpret every legitimate criticism as 


expressing racialism. I have the feeling that 
the people of Sephardi descent want to hold 
onto their feeling of ethnic frustration as 
much as possible so that they can exploit 
such feelings for political gain." 

Orr was ferociously attacked by both sides 
and was roundly abused. “Idiot," was the 
kindest epithet applied to him. At first On- 
said that he would not apologise for his 
remarks. Some party leaders backed him up. 
The long-standing Labour Party leader for- 
mer Premier Shimon Peres even asked. 
“What is there to apologise for?” Orr even- 
tually did apologise, but only very reluc- 
tantly. And in the last few days he has said 
that he will go on a lecture tour of the 
Sephardic development towns to present his 
case, which can only make matters worse. 

All that can be and has been said in his 
defence is that he said openly only what the 
overwhelming majority of Ashkcnazis think 
— which is ah undoubted fact. But given 
the voting strength of the Sephardi commu- 
nity. Orr's pejorative remarks guarantee that 
the Likud will remain in power for the fore- 
seeable future. 

Sephardi support for the Likud is bol- 
stered by the Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox 
religious factions which oppose the secular- 
ists of Labour and the Left. Although the 
religious elements in Israel represent less 
than half the people, and the Ultra- 
Orthodox comprise only 10 per cent of the 
population, they have clout well beyond 
their numbers. For they arc militant, stri- 
dent and determined to transform Israel’s 
pluralistic society into a "Jewish state” 
based on Jewish law and dominated by the 
rabbis — a theocracy. 

The Orthodox can count on two factors to 
help them achieve this task. The tolerance 
of the secularists who feel guilt over their 
lack of belief in traditional Judaism and the 
strength of the religious bloc in the Knesset. 
The Orthodox and Ultra- On hedox now 
control 18 votes in the 120 seat Israeli 


Knesset, or parliament: as the Likud has 
only 32 seats the religious parties hold the 
balance of power and make use of it to 
secure their demands for closure of public 
places on the Sabbath, funds for religious 
institutions and the exclusion from the 
Jewish state of the liberal North American 
Conservative and Reform streams of 
Judaism. 

Orthodox men in their black suits, wide- 
brimmed hats and beards and women in 
long skirts, long-sleeved blouses, wigs and 
hats abound in Jerusalem where they make 
up about 40 per cent of the population. 
Their attempts to impose their strict version 
of Judaism on the secular majority has cre- 
ated both a secular backlash and an exodus 
of the secular from Israel's “eternal capital" 
to Tel Aviv, a wide-open secular city. 

A broad cultural gap now yawns between 
Israel's two main cities. And to make mat- 
ters worse. Sephardi Orthodox are now imi- 
tating their Ashkenazi counterparts, 
swelling the Ullra-Orthodox community 
through “immigration” as well as through 
its high birth rate. 

The alliance between the right-wing 
Likud, the Sephurdis and the religious will 
determine Israeli politics for the foreseeable 
future for Israeli analysts believe that dis- 
credited and internally divided Labour can 
no longer win elections. This means that the 
drift towards the right of the Israeli political 
spectrum will proceed apace in the next 
decade, the society will become even more 
fissured than it is at present and the chance 
of achieving peace with the Arabs will be 
missed. Some Israeli commentators now 
fear civil war more than conflict with their 
Arab neighbours. 


The writer is u Micas ia- based free-lance 
journalist specialising in Middle East 
issues. He contributed litis article to the 
Jordan Tunes. 


Water crisis, Iraq and Sudan top week’s concerns 


Reviewed by Mohammed Ben Hussein 


Local columnists week ccnlnrd their 
attention rn the water pollution crisis 
causing a nationwide scare, the sttua- 
turn between Iraq crises and the Untied 
Nations, and the lighting in Sudan. 

Al Ra’i’s Fahcd Fanek criticised the 
government for not taking proper action 
in dealing with the water pollution prob- 
lem when it first appeared three weeks 
ago. He said mistakes happen and it is 
not the government’s fault that the water 
colour charged, but it should have 
known how to tackle the problem as 
soon as it was aware of it and not wait 
for the public to complain. The govern- 
ment should have admitted there was 
indeed a problem, it was wrong to deny 
something ever. one was already cog- 
nisant of. said Dr. Fanek. Instead, the 
wntcr '-aid. the government kept telling 
people not to w orry and that every - thing 
was under control. The Ministry of 
Water asked Stanley Consultants Group, 
which happens to be the company that 
built Zai Water Treatment Plant 10 years 
ago. to study the problem, said Dr. 
Fanek. But the company wrote a report 
in which it described the problem with- 
out giving suggestions as to how to 
solve it. In its report. Stanley cleared 
itself of any responsibility and said the 
source of the problem was not the Zai 
Plant. According to Dr. Fanek. instead 
of denying the report, the government 
should have been frank with the public 
and told them the truth. 

Al Ra’i’s Tareq Masarweh said the 
water crisis is more a moral crisis. The 
writer said it is very difficult to find 
mineral water in Amman, people are 
buying water and storing il without car- 
ing about others, and tanker drivers arc 
charging people four times the fixed 
price for water. Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther Haddadin keeps 


insisting (fiat the final report of Stanley 
Consultants, which was made public, is 
not true and that the group is still trying 
to determine the cause of the problem, 
said Masarwch. The writer asked huw 
the ministry could have asked Stanley to 
investigate the crisis when Dr. Haddadin 
is Sun lcy\ agent in Jordan. He also 
said people’s behaviour during a simple 
crisis was not much better than the gov- 
ernment’s — everyone was looking »mt 
for his own interest. According (o 
Masarwch. the government lost credibil- 
ity in its handling of the situation and 
the public lost credibility because of 
their creed. He also asked why the gov- 
ernment would pay high fees to Stanley 
Consultants if they did not uncover the 
truth after a entire week. 

A! Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimaw-j said the 


Week in print 


only outlet for Iraq from its current cri- 
sis with the United Nations is through an 
Arab-lraqt understanding, which will 
lead to a direct Iraqi-Amcncan dialogue. 
This crisis will continue in one way or 
another, he said. The Americans "will 
look for all means la keep the sanctions 
on Iraq in place, he said. This is why 
Iraq called for a general Arabic summit, 
even if it does not take part itself, added 
Rimawi, The wntcr called on the Arab 
countries lo hold bilateral meetings 
among themselves in order to overcome 
the differences between the Arabs, since 
il is very difficult to hold a general Arab 
summit The Arabs should stand togeth- 
er and combat the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq, the wntcr said. He called on Iraq to 
be more flexible when dealing with its 
neighbouring Arab countries. He said 
the Iraq question should be given prior- 
ity over all other Arab problems because 


it is a question of 18 million people suf- 
fering on a daily basis. 

Al Dnuslour's Oreib Rintawi said 
there is a -strong relation between 
Richard Butler's report nn Iraq's disar- 
mament programme and the Clinton- 
Lewmsky fiasco. The results of the tests 
on Lewinsky’s clothing will determine 
the future ot the Iraqi people, said 
Rintawi. If the tests show that the stains 
on the dress belong la ClinUm. and at 
the same lime, if Butler’s report shows 
that Iraq owns weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. ii will he a disaster for the Iraqi 
people, said Rintawi. The writer said the 
Iraqi people will have to pay for 
Clinton’s sexual desires. Clinton will try 
to drive the world’s attention away from 
his own sexual life by a possible con- 
frontation with Iraq, .said Rintawi. 
Clinton is undergoing pressure from the 
White House lo topple Saddam 1 tussein. 
and he would do anything to save his 
own neck, said Rintawi. 

Al Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi slammed 
the Sudan People's Liberation Army 
fSPI.At leader John Garang for criticis- 
ing the United Nations for its relief pro- 
gramme in the famine-stricken southern 
pan of Sudan. The writer said Garang 
forgot who brought the famine to Sudan. 
He said it is Ihc rebels who urge the 
world to come and offer aid. Garang 
does not have the right to criticise the 
wnrid’s effort* lo help the Sudanese in 
their plight because he is responsible for 
their daily pain, said Rimawi. Moreover, 
relief distribution is taking place in dc.v 
nlaie areas in Sudan, where there is no 
organisation of food distribution, the 
writer said. Aid workers arc subjected 
to risks because of (he continuous fight- 
ing between the government and the 
rebels, he odded. He said ihc SPLA is 
the only- party benefiting from those 
relief works, by supplying its fighters 
w ith needed food and medication. 


Letters 


Proud Jordanian American 


T« the editor: 


1 LIVE in Warren. Michigan in the United Stales. I am 
very interested in the Jordan Times. My family and I are 
very proud as Jordanian Americans to have access to a 
great newspaper trom our homeland. I would like to send 
my greetings to the Royal Family cspccialiv my idol. 
King Hussein along side Queen Noor. I alwavs read great 
tilings about the Royal Family and His Majesty King 
Hu.sscm. I am very anxious to come and learn about mv 
country, culture and heritage. One wish in my life is to 
one day meet the person I have always admired. I hope 
one day my wish will come true and that is to meet King 
Hussein and his family. That would be such an honour. 


Nicola Nabii Hawatmeh 
Warren, Michigan 
USA. 

Kingarab 13 @ aoI.com 


Wishes for King and people 

To the editor: 


I WOULD like to lake this opportunity to wish the King 
an< * J° rc kij]ian people prosperity 
h v 3 P p ‘ ncss ; Each *»>• except Friday*. 1 look forward 
iLSJn T?~ 1 Vf Mi to Jordj,n and «* neighbours via the 
belter T liw work ta «l* fora 


I 

d- ■_* S. Cassidy I 

Riverside Middle East Research Projfa* 

Riverside, Ca- 
RrVME@pacbelUet 
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Aloha — we want our land 
back, say 1 00-year marchers 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 8, 1998 


By Ed RampeU 

HONOLULU. U.S. — 
Many Hawaii ans will be 
protesting rather than cele- 
brating this August — the 
centenary of the annexation 
of their homeland by the 
United States. 

Indigenous demonstrators 
from the Aloha State (as it is 
known, after the Hawaiian 
word for love, which is often 
used as a greeting) will be. 
staging an “Aloha March” in 
Washington in the run-up to 
the August 12 anniversary. 

Organisers are hoping to 
attract thousands of 
marchers to back their claim 
for greater native rights in 
the archipelago that was 
once a small nation, seized 
by a superpower pursuing its 
strategic interests. A U.S.- 
backed coup toppled the 
Hawaiian monarchy in 1893, 
die territory was annexed in 
1898 and became the 50th 
U.S. state in 1959. 

Few outsiders know that 
behind die image of a 
tourists* paradise lies a 
native people who are a dis- 
advantaged, landless minori- 
ty- 

Hawaiian activists say 
they are the sole Native 
Americans without the tribal 
rights accorded 500 Indian 
nations and Alaskans, and 
that the time has come for 
action to right U.S. wrongs. 

A “Hawaiian Renaissance” 
of cultural and political 
activism flourished in the 
1970s. reviving hula, die 
indigenous tongue, and 
protesting against military 


bases and occupation. It 
evolved into the Sovereignty 
Movement. 

A minority of Hawaiians, 
such as die Nation of Hawaii 
poop — slogan: “Not a state 
in *98” — favour indepen- 
dence. But others, such as 
Ka LaHui Hawaii (the Sov- 
ereign Hawaiian Nation), 
opt for die same rights as 
American Indians, with 
reservation land bases, tribal 
nation-within-a-nation sta- 
tus, and governroent-to-gov- 
erament relations with 
Washington- 

Although a majority of 
Hawaiians appear to advo- 
cate “sovereignty,” there are 
splits within the movement 
over what form sovereignty 
should take and how it 
should be attained. 

Most agree, however, that 
sovereignty means self- 
determination, giving 
Hawaiians land, water, cul- 
tural, religious and political 
rights. 

In 1993, the Sovereignty 
Movement rocked Hawaii 
with major demonstrations. 
About 16,000 natives and 
their supporters converged 
on the Iolani Palace, once 
the seat of Polynesian 
power, to protest against the 
100th anniversary of the 
overthrow of independent 
Hawaii. 

Afterwards, the state gov- 
ernment — long an arch-foe 
of Hawaiian militancy — 
presented a plan for indige- 
nous self-government which 
bitterly divided sover- 
eign^ ts. Some critics saw it 
as an attempt to create a pup- 


pet regime, and it failed to 
arouse majority support. 

Now, say activists, another 
anniversary presents Hawai- 
ians with an opportunity to 
reunify the Sovereignty 
Movement, gain new 
momentum, stop fighting 
each other and start con- 
fronting state and federal 
powers again. 

A 24-hour traditional 

prayer vigil, with oli 

(chants; and pahu (drums), 
will be held on August 7 in 
Washington. 

The next day, protesters 
plan to march to the White 
House, where speakers will 
present a five-hour “history 
lesson” on annexation — 
which many regard as illegal 
— and related issues. 

While this will be no “Mil- 
lion Man March” — there 
are, after all, fewer than half 
a milli on Hawaiians, a third 
of whom live elsewhere in 
the U.S. — organisers 
expect a few thousand par- 
ticipants, including other 
Polynesians, Native Ameri- 
can nations and indigenous 
rights groups. 

A traditional dance com- 
memorating annexation is 
planned for August 9, and 
protests will then switch to 
Hawaii with a demonstration 
on August 12 at the Iolani 
Palace. 

Five years ago, to mark the 
centenary of the coup, Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton signed an 
“Apology Bill” staling: 
“Congress apologises for the 
overthrow of the Kingdom 
of Hawaii... with the partici- 
pation of agents and citizens 


of the United States and the 
deprivation of the rights of 
Native Hawaiians to self- 
determination” 

The United Church of 
Christ, too, has also said 
sorry for its complicity in the 
coup that paved the way for 
annexation. 

Many Hawaiians appreci- 
ate the sentiments, but there 
is also a feeling that words 
are not enough. Since 1993. 
the Hawaiian economy has 
been stuck in recession, and 
conditions have worsened 
for many indigenous people. 

As if to reinforce the point 
made by the radicals, New 
York's first exhibition of 
contemporary Native 
Hawaiian art opened in July, 
called “Did They Rob You?" 

It is likely to shock those 
used to the Pacific-paradise 
image fostered by the 
Hawaii Visitors’ Bureau. 
The colourful Hawaiian 
shirts, tikis (images of the 
ancient Polynesian gods), 
and grass skirts usually asso- 
ciated with Hawaii appear in 
this show only to be 
satirised. The theme is a 
scathing attack on the con- 
sumer society which has 
been thrust onto Hawaii by 
the U.S. 

Ed Rompell is a freelance 
writer based in Hawaii A 
film historian and critic, he 
is author of Made in Par- 
adise, Hollywood's Films of 
Hawaii and the South Seas. 
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No losers, nor winners in peace equation’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

American initiative, which 
we cannot accept;'* -he 
adefcd. 

.“It is.time.fbr the Ameri-. 
can administration to intro- 
duce publicly and officially 
the proposals and the initia- 
tive which President Arafat 
accepted in March,” Dr. 
Erekai said. 

Mr. Kahalani, a member 
of the ruling coalition in 


Israel, meanwhile, said that 
he was “optimistic” that 
Israel would soon reach an 
agreement with the Pales- 
• rinfan side. 

. H. told. my friends here, 
that we do care about the 
situation, and very soon I 
hope we will solve the 
problem,” said Mr. Kaha- 
lani, who heads the Third 
Way Parly. 

"I talked to the prime 
minister this morning who 


conveyed a message to the 
Prince. The message is that 
we are solving the problem 
and very soon we will bring 
the bridge -to the gate and 
we really, understand .the 
interests of Jordan,” be 
added. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani, who attended 
die two meetings, called 
upon Israel to implement 
the agreements it reached 
with the Palestinians and to 


refrain from indulging in 
the “technicalities.” 

“We want the Israeli side 
to undertake an additional 
step that demonstrates -its 
desire to make peace hot' 
only in words but also in 
deeds... and to sign a peace 
agreement between the two 
sides in a very short time,” 
Dr. Anani said following 
the meeting between Prince 
Hassan and Dr. Erekat. 


The Saturday Crossword 


By Ed Voile, GBlette, Wyoming | 


ACROSS 
1 SqukTs defense 
4 Wander 
B Frederick Loewe 

musical, * Vbur 

Wagon* 

13 Doctrines 

19 Bossy beftow 

20 Musical medley 

21 impertinent gazer 

22 Nation ai Rome 

23 Poetical fevora 

27 Brainstorms 

28 John Smith, 


97 Spout nonsense 

98 Put back In the 
granary 

101 Hunter of tha stars 

102 Wtata worriedly 

103 Waste 
108 John and 

i Maureen 
1 109 Loom bar 
110 Burins of coV. 


29 Soup dispensers 

30 Rub out 

31 Vartfl opera 

33 Traditional 
knowledge 

34 Land mass: abbr. 

37 Farm layer 

38 Making a chancy 
purchase 

42 Tapestry in 
Hamlet* 

43 Yd 

44 Kidney enzyme 

45 Earedseal 
48 in front 

51 Gets by with less 
53 Uke Cheerios 
54- *WaHing for Lefty* 


55 Sri Lanka 


56 Support one's 
tamtiy 

GO Monv&-pop Store 
' grp- 

83 Model 
Macpherson 

84 Alrflneto 
Jerusalem 

85 Humdinger 
68 Famaies 

67 Soak Rax 

68 Amateur 
broadcasters 

73 Roman tyrant and 
others 

74 Finch 

75 __bterche 

- (unconditional 

authority) 

76 Lassos 

79 Enticements 
30 Wondusedto - 

describe Snow 

VAfls 

B2_weafl? 

S3 Campus org. 

94 Lacked 
55 Enjoy Hie lap ot 
- - luxury 
91 Golf scorn 

94 Lemon or orange 
sorting 

95 French dty near 
Ls Havre 

96 Plants of tiie arum 


111 Enjoyable 

112 Innate ability 

113 Cheslnut-and- 
whte horses 

114 Preserving 
i substance 
1115 Stiti 

DOWN 

1 Like a Me ctevfl 

2 Bran box 

3 Chosen one? 

4 Reiner and Lowe 

5 End of pay? 

6 Broadcast 

7 Rick of 
‘Ghostbustars* 

8 Propelling a raft 

9 One of the ferae 
Graces 

10 French islands 

11 Reverse pic 

12 Group of three 

13 7-time U-S- tennis 
champion 

■ 14 Lath & others 

15 Cager Archibald 

16 Pronunciation 
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17 YUcatan unde 

18 Diego 

24 Jay totiewer 

25 Spirited vigor 

26 Incfiangarb 

31 Continental prefix 

32 Meg or Irene 

33 Invented tacts 

35 Stopping wedge 

36 jay, the comic 

38 lake along 

39 Lode of tiie moon 

40 ■Catch-22' star 

41 Outer banana 

42 Coeurtf_, Idaho 

45 Temperate 

46 Gen. G. 

! Wheeler 

147 Listing to one side 
{48 Ms. Rogers SL 
I Johns 
49 __ up (angry) 

.50 Fractional ending 
51 Twinned crystal 

; 52 lovb on tiie Loire 
j 54 Sharif end Epps 
55 Neutral shade 

57 Valentine shape 

58 -Miami Vice* co- 
star 

59 political conations 


60 Beach 

61 Lahr and Lance 

62 Plus feature 

66 Get tiia ball rofflng 

68 Fdrmer British PM 

69 Miniature 

70 Sundial three 

71 Can. province 

72 Getting the top 


73 Half a god course 
78 Refrain syllables 

77 Saharan 

78 •_ of Fortune* 

79 Blessing 

80 Saud leader 

81 Fusses 

83 More inefoed 

84 Grossly wicked 


86 Most slippery 
67 Restive occasion 

88 Gorman chemical 

cartel. 1.6. 

89 Attempted 

90 Ungulate's foot 

91 ConeSate 

92 Line erf inquiry 

93 Act offended 
97 Uncooked 
99 Touts to be 

100 Hand's breadth 

101 Greek peak 

102 H.S. junior's exam 

103 FdWaway bed 

104 Gotcha! 

105 ThaTs neignbor 

106 Electronics ca 

107 Comer pipe 
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King: Treatment progressing satisfactorily 


(Continued from page 1) 

and stand by you; my con- 
fidence in you unwavering 
and my hopes in you 
great. 

I was really comforted 
by your action to set up an 
able and impartial com- 
mission to determine the 
responsibility for the cont- 
aminated water. 

I trust the problem will 
end soon, if it hasn't 
ended already. 

The important thing is 
that we realise that the 
provision of water, food, 
medicine and education in 
a safe and democratic 
environment is one of the 
main purpose of our life 
on all levels of govern- 
ment. 

The recurring incidents 
of negligence, such as the 
□ear miss of two huge air- 
craft over Amman a few 
months ago, would have 
been a catastrophe that 
was avoided by God’s 
grace. 

Some air traffic control 
officials had decided to 
leave their place of work 
to pray; almost causing a 
tragic and horrific cata- 


strophe, not to mention 
that such behaviour does 
not please God or man. 

The measures taken 
against them were 
insignificant for fear of 
possible lawsuits that they 
may file and win against 
the government, an excuse 
that is worse than the sin 
itself. 

Then comes the incident 
in the thermal station in 
Aqaba due to lack of 
maintenance and negli- 
gence. 

Then the recent issue of 
water. 

All these incidents make 
it imperative upon us to 
take proper action against 
every mistake and act of 
negligence and for us all, 
government leaders and 
people, to deal with issues 
with a high degree of 
transparency, enabling us 
to identify without hesita- 
tion areas of weakness and 
flaws. 

We are awaiting the 
report of the commission 
to find out who was 
responsible for neglecting 
the water filters until they 
became defective and 
ineffective. 


As the waters of Lake 
Tiberias are still waters, 
just like the water in our 
dams, and unlike the run- 
ning water of the Yarmouk 
River, who is the party 
responsible for nor bother- 
ing to examine the still 
water, which we use and 
will continue to use, and 
■ which requires more treat- 
ment and more technical 
procedures to ensure that 
it is clean when it reaches 
the people, because of the 
presence of algaes in it? 

This is what we are anx- 
iously awaiting to find out 
in order to take the appro- 
priate action to deal with 
the situation once and for 
all, and to take the mea- 
sures that will impress 
upon people in every posi- 
tion, that they must con- 
scientiously perform their 
duties and that there is 
punishment and reward. 

My dearest brother 

My treatment is pro- 
gressing well, thank God, 
and in a manner with 
which all my physicians 
are pleased. 

I was pleasantly sur- 


prised today that they per- 
mitted me to leave Mayo 
Clinic for Washington for 
a few days of rest before 
starting the second cycle 
of chemotherapy next 
Wednesday, God willing. 

Their decision came as a 
result of the tangible 
improvement in my condi- 
tion. and after the 
improvement of the blood 
count which expectedly 
went down after the first 
cycle of treatment as well 
as the accelerated progress 
towards normalcy. 

However, I was advised 
to avoid public places to 
protect against infection 
before the blood count 
goes back to normal and 
before starting the new 
cycle of treatment. 

My morale is high and 
may the Almighty God 
bless us all and bless Jor- 
dan and all Jordanians. 

You are ail in my 
thoughts and I am with 
you always and Almighty 
God is with us all. 

Your brother, 

Hussein 


Majali: government resignation was not 
discussed during trip 


(Continued from page 1) 

hold is, deterrent proce- 
dures have to be taken for 
the betterment of this coun- 
try and ensuring these inci- 
dents are not repeated,” he 
said. 

“If it was proven that a 
person is responsible, even 
the prime mini ster himself, 
he should be punished,” Dr. 
Majali said. 

“But at the same time, we 
know that such incidents 


are happening throughout 
the world, the latest of 
which was in Australia. 
This does not mean negli- 
gence. We should follow up 
and cooperate whether citi- 
zens or officials to prevent 
such incidents from hap- 
pening again,” be added. 

“The investigating com- 
mittee will not issue a ver- 
dict but the courts will do 
ftiat and investigations are 
under way to reach the 
troth,” the premier added. 


Dr. Majali said that he did 
□ot discuss with His 
Majesty submitting the 
government’s resignation 
as a result of the water 
scandal and the discrepan- 
cies in the figures of growth 
rate, which caused uproar 
in the country and led many 
to call for the government 
to resign. 

“This was not discussed 
[with the King],” the prime 
mini ster said. 

“A government does not 


submit its resignation out- 
side the country. The Con- 
stitution is clear. The King 
has the authority to order 
the change or reshuffle of 
government when he sees a 
necessity for that,” Dr. 
Majali said. 

“The things have not 
developed to that extent 
and unfortunately, every 
now and then, we find some 
who wish or desire the 
[resignation] of the govern- 
ment,” the premier added. 


80 dead, 1,200 injured in two 
American embassies’ blasts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Germany to help treat the 
injured and a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
team to probe the blasts. 

A huge explosion 
ripped through Nairobi at 
10.35 a.m. local rime and 
was soon followed by 
another in the Tanzanian 
capital Dar es Salaam. 

The timing — and the 
fact that both were car 
bombs and the targets 
U.S. embassies — left 
few observers doubting it 
was anything but a 
sophisticated, coordinat- 
ed operation. 

The scene in both capi- 
tals swiftly became 
chaotic, with one witness 
in Dar es Salaam saying 
the area looked like a war 
zone. 

In Nairobi, scores of 
people were cut by flying 
glass as the explosion 
blew windows from 
office buildings up to 
five blocks away. 

Hospital authorities in 
the Kenyan capital said 
over 1,200 people were 
injured in the blast and 
issued an urgent appeal 
for blood. 

At one centre alone, the 
private Nairobi Hospital, 
administrator Mike Shel- 
don said: “We have 

received more than 200 
people. Some are very 
seriously injured.” 

The biggest toll was at 
Ufundi House, a five- 
storey office block that is 


home to a dozen or so 
small businesses and also 
a secretarial college. 

The building, next door 
to the embassy, caved in, 
crushing to death scores 
of people. 

The army had taken 
over digging operations, 
but some volunteer work- 
ers complained that the 
initial effort had gone 
towards helping U.S. 
embassy staff despite it 
being clear that Ufundi 
House had been worse 
hit. 

“The Americans did 
nothing to help us,” said 
Kariuki Chege, a volun- 
teer who said be spent 
seven hours on the roof 
of Ufundi House. 

Other workers echoed 
his sentiments. 

“At the moment we 
have 37 people confirmed 
dead,” said Otieno Oyoo, 
a deputy commissioner of 
police. But he said 
dozens more were 
believed buried beneath 
Ufundi House and the 
death toll was expected to 
rise above 80. 

A U.S. embassy official 
in Dar es Salaam said six 
people were killed and 58 
injured in the Tanzanian 
blast. No Americans were 
among the dead, but sev- 
eral embassy staff were 
injured. 

Police said the Kenyan 
bomb had been planted in 
a Mitsubishi Pajero car 
parked in an alley 
between the embassy and 


Ufundi House. 

Eda Rubia, a manage- 
ment consultant who was 
walking near the embassy 
in Nairobi, said: “I beard 
a loud bang then the 
whole place was shaking 
and within a split second 
glass was falling on my 
head.” 

“It is all chaos,” an offi- 
cial at Nairobi's main 
Kenyarta hospital said. 
“We are treating hun- 
dreds... too many, we 
can’t say.” 

There, doctors and 
medical students were 
battling to deal with the 
overwhelming number of 
patients being brought in 
by ambulances, police 
cars, private cars and 
taxis. 

U.S. Ambassador Pru- 
dence Bushnell was 
superficially injured in 
the attack but was back at 
work, officials said. 

Kenyan Trade Minister 
Joseph Kamotho, whose 
office was next door to 
Ufundi House, was also 
injured and be was 
expected to remain in 
hospital overnight. Mr. 
Bushnell had just left 
Kamotho’s office after a 
meeting to discuss U.S.- 
Kenyan relations. 

The Nairobi blast 
rocked the city and a 
dense plume of smoke 
soared above the skyline. 

The charred bodies of 
the some victims lay in 
the street near man- 
nequins blown out of the 


window's of nearby 
clothes shops. 

Telephone and satellite 
links between Kenya, 
Tanzania and rhe rest of 
the world were affected 
by the explosions with 
banks and other business- 
es coming to a standstill. 

Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi issued a 
statement condemning 
the attack and said the 
authorities would do 
everything possible “to 
bring the perpetrators of 
the heinous crime to 
book.” He later toured 
the scene and visited 
some of the injured. 

Julius Meme, Kenya's 
director of Medical Ser- 
vices, told Reuters that 
the response to appeals 
had been fantastic. “Peo- 
ple have been donating 
blood, blankets, every- 
thing," he said. 

Kenya and Tanzania 
have rarely been the 
scene of urban violence 
of this sort. 

In December 1980, 
however, the Norfolk 
Hotel in Nairobi was flat- 
tened by a blast which 
killed 20 people and 
injured 80. 

It was claimed by a 
shadowy Arab group in 
retaliation for Kenya 
allowing Israeli troops to 
refuel in Nairobi during 
their raid on Uganda’s 
Entebbe airport to rescue 
hostages from a hijacked 
aircraft. 


Albright condemns ‘arbitrary, cowardly’ blasts 


(Continued Cram page 1) 

Ms. Albright said she had 
spoken to President Bill 
Clinton minutes before she 
appeared before reporters at 
Rome’s U.S. embassy, 
which had lowered its flag 
to half mast in line with 
American diplomatic mis- 
sions around the world. 

“We are not going to rest 
until the cowards who com- 
mitted (his crime are caught 
and punished,” she said. 
“We are certainly not going 


to be intimidated by those 
who have no other values 
than hatred and death.” 

The Secretary of State, 
dressed from head to toe in 
black, said two U.S. mili- 
tary aircraft had taken off 
from Europe carrying 
essential medical supplies 
to the scene of the carnage 
in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania. 

She thanked the British 
government in particular 
for its support on the 
ground in Nairobi and sin- 


gled out the British High 
Commissioner there for 
special praise. 

She praised U.S. citizens 
working abroad in coun- 
tries “where dangers are 
many and comforts are 
few.” “We should never 
underestimate the service 
of those citizens. They are 
on the front line,” Ms. 
Albright said. ' 

At least seven U.S. 
embassy staff or citizens 
were believed to have been 
killed in the Nairobi blast, 


which ripped through the 
city at 10.35 am. Embassy 
official in Dar es Salaam 
said six people were killed 
and 58 injured there. No 
Americans were among the 
dead, but several embassy 
staff were injured. 

Ms. Albright said she had 
spoken to Italian Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini 
who had offered his condo- 
lences and support. 
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Anani sees Jordan passing 
through a period of transition 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has blamed the cur- 
rent economic recession on 
the political instability in 
the region, die faltering 
peace process, the hurdles 
that hinder trade with the 
Palestinians, the slowdown 
in the construction sector 
and the decade-long eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

Addressing members of 
the World Affairs Council. 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad .Anani said that, 
while facing the challenges 
of regional instability, the 
10-year economic reforms 
have forced Jordan to swal- 
low the bitter pill of transi- 
tion from a state-run sub- 
sidised economy to a pri- 
vately owned economy. 

The ospired-for trade with 
Palestinian areas was also 
hindered by tough Israeli 
measures. 

Dr. Anani also attributed 


the recession in the country 
to years of gradual transi- 
tion to democracy and a 
civil society. 

This transition, he said, 
usually leads to economic 
imbalances and contradic- 
tions. 

"We should not be sur- 
prised about what hap- 
pened. it is simply a transi- 
tion from one situation to 
another." Dr. Anani said. 

The minister added that 
while Jordan is privatising 
its state-run entities, it is 
also trying to lower a soar- 
ing unemployment rate — 
officially estimated at 15 
per cent and independently 
at between 22 and 27 per 
cent. 

The privatisation process 
storied in 1992 but has still 
to be fully implemented. 
None of the entities ear- 
marked for privatisation 
has yet become in private 
hands. 

Meanwhile, the public 
sector is burdening the trea- 


sury. 

"About 40 per cent of the 
labour force is government 
employed... and yet the pro- 
ductivity rate of an average 
Jordanian worker is i/6 of 
that of an average Israeli 
worker." Dr. Anani said. 

But. he said, privatisation 
should not merely involve 
selling public sector shares 
to the private sector, it 
should entail sharing "the 
gains and pains between the 
two partners." 

Economists say the slow- 
down in the construction 
sector also contributed to 
the decline of Jordan's eco- 
nomic performance. 

“Many people fail to 
remember that most of the 
growth came in the con- 
struction sector....in 1996 
over-investment made con- 
struction the most likely 
sector to slump." economist 
Yusuf Mansur said in a col- 
umn published in the Jor- 
dan Times recently. 

The talk of recession. 


once hushed but now an 
open issue, has surfaced 


last month following 
announced discrepancies 
between economic growth 
rates projected by the gov- 
ernment in recent years and 
actual figures. 

Tie government had orig- 
inally announced that eco- 
nomic growth rates in 1 996 
and 1997 reached 5.2 per 
cent and 5.3 per cent 
respectively, but actual fig- 
ures worked out by the 
Department of Statistics 
show that only 0.8 per cent 
growth was achieved in 
1996 and 2.5-3 per cent in 
1997. Dr. Anani said that 
since 30 per cent of eco- 
nomic activity is unregis- 
tered. "it was not taken into 
account in government 
decisions." 

The dearth of informa- 
tion. he added, has led peo- 
ple to accuse the govern- 
ment of lacking credibility, 
he concluded. 


U.S., Jordan 
to sign $ 50 m 
grant Sunday 


By Issam Qadamnni 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan and the 
U.S. will sign Sunday an 
agreement on a $50 million 
grant to Jordan, the last pan of 
US. aid to the Kingdom for 
1998. 

The U.S. offers Jordan $225 
million annually of which 
$85million comes in military 
aid and $150 million in eco- 
nomic aid to the Kingdom. 

Planning Minister Rima 
Khalaf told the Jordan Times 
the aid in 1998 has been used 
to finance important projects 
like water and the creation of 
jobs for Jordanians. But she 
said this last part of the Amer- 
ican aid will be used to pay 
Jordan’s debt to foreign par- 
ties and partly to finance pro- 
jects included in the govern- 
ment sponsored social safety 
package plan. 

Dr. Khalaf said that (he U.S. 
administration has given Jor- 
dan assurances that Kingdom 
will be receiving a total of 
S225 million in 1999. 


Government will proceed to sell 
40% of JTC to strategic partner 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment said this week it will 
go ahead with the contro- 
versial sale of the 40 per 
cent stake in the Jordan 
Telecommunication Com- 
pany tJTC) to a strategic 
partner. 

The Higher Ministerial 
Committee for Privatisa- 
tion. headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister Jawad 
Anani. said in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, that it had 
approved steps for the sec- 
ond round of JTC's privati- 
sation. 

The statement came four 
days after the newly- 
appointed JTC chairman. 


Ali Shukri. said that he saw 
“no need" to sell the 40 per 
cent stake in the state- 
owned telecom provider to 
a foreign entity. 

Mr. Shukri warned that 
the sale would have grave 
effects on the lives of JTC's 
current employees, and dis- 
credited claims that the vet- 
to-be chosen strategic part- 
ner would enhance the 
company's technical and 
administrative aspects. 

“If it is about state-of-the 
an technology, then it can 
be bought... Wc don't need 
anyone to teach us how to 
do our job [technically].” he 
said, adding that it is cus- 
tomary that companies con- 
sult among themselves. 

According to the govern- 
ment statement: "A 
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timetable for the submis- 
sion of the bids by the two 
contenders in the second 
round and for evaluation of 
these bids has been agreed 
upon in preparation for the 
award of the winner.” 

Industry sources say that 
British giant Cable and 
Wireless has submined a 
bid worth S320 million, 
while American "big bell" 
Southern Bell offered half 
of thaL 

News reports say that 
U.K. Price Waterhouse con- 
sultants estimated JTC’s 
assets at SI. 2 billion. 

The statement followed 
the Higher Committee's 
meeting Tuesday afternoon, 
attended by Mr. Shukri and 
director general. Mamoun 
Balqar. 

Meanwhile, a banker said 
the apparent "contradiction 
between the government 
and its subsidiaries” had 
cast grave doubts regarding 
the credibility of the gov- 
ernment's intentions to 
push through with the JTC 
sale plan drawn out in 1 997. 

A broker also expressed 
doubts regarding the suc- 
cess of floating the 40 per 
cent JTC stake on the 
Amman Financial Market, 
noting that local investor* 
“may not able to raise the 
cash.” 

Officials. in private. 


expressed dismay over the 
JTC chairman’s statement. 
But opposition parties sup- 
ported it since it coincides 
with their stands. 

Columnists also had their 
say. 

Fahed Fanek. who hosted 
Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Sami 
Gammo on his TV show 
weeks earlier, said he 
agreed with Mr. Shukri’s 
point of view. 

But he noted that it is not 
up to the JTC chairman to 
decide on such a matter 
because "there is a minister 
who is responsible for 
telecommunication policy 
before government and the 
Executive Privatisation 
Unit." 

The JTC is the only 
telecommunications pro- 
vider in the country. How- 
ever. in April an earth sta- 
tion operating two uplink- 
downlink satellite dishes — 
Hjshem I and 2 — started 
leasing local Internet Ser- 
vice Providers iTSPs) with 
international circuits at 
rates 30 per cent cheaper 
thjn those offered bv the 
JTC. 

In March. JTC was 
expected to introduce new 
rates on data -communica- 
tion circuits. The new rates 
have Mill not been 
announced 


Reports carried by local 
dailies said the earth station 
would also provide Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services. 
Fastlink, with lower cost 
international circuits. At the 
time. Fastlink welcomed 
the idea. 

Yet the deal between the 
Fastlink and the earth sta- 
tion run by His Majesty's 
Royal Communications 
never materialised. 

Sources requesting 
anonymity said that the deal 
was withheld because earth 
station had not been 
licensed to lease out inter- 
national circuits. Mr. 
Shukri. in the press confer- 
ence held at JTC last week, 
said that the earth station 
would never be licensed 
because it was owned by 
the Armed Forces. 

However. Mr. Shukri 
added that Hashem I and 2 
would continue to offer ser- 
vices to ISPs and would 
complement JTC's current 
role. Two new ISPs, Join 
Net and Destinations, 
recently started leasing cir- 
cuits from the earth station. 
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FRENCH PARTNER IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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UNDER THE patronage of Mr. Jean-Picrre Tirouflel/Chairman of Rhodia (the French chemical i I -*tanv, soon v -» k^r rh ir ' ■ 

giant), a cocktail reception was held at Hotel InterContinental Jordan on July 28th 1998 for the top I I %.iJur, e ' ' { , j T p ,,.y IR T 10 
100 executives in the chemical industry. Also present were Mr. Antoine Sacy/Director General of [ yfftyj . J- ~ 1 ! ' ou * OVl 
Rhvxiia in the Middle East and Africa. Mrs. Alia Qarain Hussein i/Commercial Director and i '"^iiowillin,. . Ut 


Regional Representative ii 
In his opening speech, 

ciality products and services which arc considered vital to the chemical industry. The Chairman ; 

also emphasised Rhodia ’s commitment in the fast-growing Middle Eastern markets. A strategic i 4.1^',, Mlcl< [,;i }our guns, 
commitment that is based on providing quality services and continuous product development ] ® August 2 1 1 It's a aood 
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Peanuts 


ACROSS 
‘ Peter the 
Great's 

£ “aXe 

io Was» 
arcwance 
1-1 Lani measure 

15 French artcr 
OcJc-". 

Ifc tn^strox- 
v.arrcr 
17 Versifier 

16 *Moerl;gh! 
Gamyer' 
rnger 

15 Crvii unrest 

20 •Yh'te'&ted 

eagte 

21 Peiers Prelude 
23 Auk cr rrune. 

e-3 

25 S- very Vu:e 
decoratcn 
25 Onossis 1? pals 
27 tslan-c cf the 
Lat>r.r.^ 

23 Tom’s S-z Red 
Eca: 

32 Acknowledge 

36 Lacks 

37 rcmpr service 
branch, abtr 

33 Characlenslic 
AO Ccpov.e o? 

wsw 

•i : Brad's town m 
Sccrtand 
43 Picks out 

45 Soft metal 

46 Ceverfot 

43 Santa irio the 
wind 

53 Ex-presldenfs 
Mustang 

56 wfink t?r bvs' 

57 Gorenl’s tatfier 
55 Slur ever 

59 Part cf a leg 

60 Otherwise 

61 Wanderer 

62 8ombana 

63 Redpe abtr. 

64 Surpee erder 

65 As well 
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DO 0065 EVER LOCK 
AT CLOUDS? 



IF I COULD TALK, I'D 
TELL YOU HOW UIE LOOK 
AT CLOUDS. AND BIRDS, AND 
THE MOON AND EVERYTHING, 
BUT 0065 CANT TALK.. 
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DOWN 

1 ReMrtJs 

2 Twenty 

3 Sports venue 

4 Soak Pax 


5 Dieter's enemy 

6 Gu» 0 * Bothnia 
island 

7 Surprise attack 

8 Director 
Wertmuile: 

3 Simplest cf 
procedures 

10 Royal chair 

11 Controls 

12 Eat away 

13 Complete 

21 Preceding a.1 

ethers 

22 Strike 

24 Conrad cr 
Sahara 

27 Casual 
conversations 

28 Breach 

29 EmestO 
Guevara 

30 Took off 

31 Play for a fool 

32 co- 
Star 

33 Paddle 

34 Fun hairpiece 

35 Ultimate 
degree 



Andy Capp 
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ua Toman*? 


38 Sporlscar. for 
shon 

39 Crypto letter 

41 ever 

42 Oglers 

43 Allotments 

44 Buddy 

46 Shoelace tip 

47 Touches 


48 Hold fjrmfv 
4? Encrypted 

50 a Banymore 

51 Simon and 
Voung 

52 Domingo 

54 Bl ac ktho rn 

55 Senses court 
E9 Heatih rebear 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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,LJ| - Be gentle and 
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^iriber' 1 ^ * r, , 
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“Someday you’ll have to teach 
me how to tell the difference 
between purring and growling!" 


! '*■ 'f» them* LUt ° Ut for >OU. 

^ fc, : ,n S K, abaador 
lifer- ">'«*> tea. There c 


Unscramble those four Jumctes 
one tenor 10 each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


that scrambled word gane 

by Henri AfnaW and m* AfflkfM 1 


Not another word 
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uvocl 
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i X 

Dinniktv^itaATr 
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HERTE 
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ICE 


"1 

CHUROCl 


1 1 ^ 
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A QOOO THING- TO 
PO WHEN YOU’& 
IN CVE R YOL« 
HSAP. 
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: j o u 
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form me surpass answer, as ^ 
gesied by ihe above carfoon 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Members of Lower House demand government 
intervention to cancel Central Bank circular 


** SIXTY SEVEN deputies have demanded 
that the government take a quick and respon- 
sible decision to annul.. the effect of the rir- 
. cular, which was issued by the Central Bank 
to the banks operating in the Kingdom, 
requesting" that the failure by any client to pay 
an .instalment of a loan would make die 
whole loan due for repayment. 

in a memorandum presented to House 
Speaker Saad Srour, the deputies stressed that 
the circular does not take into account the 
serious conditions and die severe crisis that 
the economy of the stale is passing through. 
Deputy Abdallah Akaileh said the circular 
: aims at forcing the banks to classify the loans 
within the category of “troubled loans." ‘This 
will affect the profit and the shareholders' 
-equity of the banks which, in turn, will force 
them to pressure their clients and to move on 
ancrioning the hypothecated properties in 
order to improve the legal and financial 
standing to die Central Bank," Dr. Akaileh 
added. 

-The- deputy indicated that the circular 
would contribute to upsetting the people who 
borrow from banks for various living require- 
ments and consequently, “extend the paraly- 
sis of the economic activity which is already 


paralysed.” Dr. Akaileh said: “The circular 
does nor take into consideration the econom- 
ic difficulties and its sensitiveness. It affects 
the stability and economic security of the 
state at this difficult stage when the govern- 
ment admitted that economic growth has 
retreated in an unprecedented manner.” 

An official source at the Central Bank 
described the request to the licensed banks to 
submit lists of troubled and non-operative 
loans as an ordinary measure in accordance 
with article 18 of the Central Bank law. “The | 
aim is to update the infor mati on at die Central 
Bank and analyse the s ituati on of bank cred- 
its in addition to ensuring the s uffi ciency of 
provisions for bad debts and die sound finan- 
cial standing of the banks" rite source said 
Commenting on the inclusion of loans 
which some of their instalments have not 
been repaid the Central Bank source said that 
falls in line with banking norms and the text 
of the normal contract from for loan agree- 
ment. “The contract text stipulates that if any 
instalment is not paid all die re mainin g 
instalments become due for repayment.” be 
concluded (Ad-Dustour). 


Power station likely to get 
World Bank financial support 


** THE WORLD Bank is considering provid- 
ing guarantees for commercial loans to Jordan 
worth $50 million to help establish a power 
station with a capacity of 300 million watts, 
according to a statement issued by the World 
Bank. 

The power station which will be operated by 
diesel or natural gas and located near Amman 
will cost $200-250 milli on and the bank will 


LI 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 You will have to help 
|rease the skids for a couple of people who have a hard 


secure an amount of $138 millio n from inter- 
national financing corporations through 
import investment loans . 

The statement said that die project will be 
implemented by die private sector between the 
years 1999-2002 and it wfll enable Jordan 
meet the high demand on power between die 
years 2003-2005. 


Investments 
in industrial 
estates reach 
JD25.6m 


. 

AjTTt? ”• 5 


[ cfeie taking action. They’re good at talking, about what 
-pceas to be done, hut don’t seem to do anything. It may 
• heron yoteto ghfeihem a nudge and get them moving. 
TAURUSi(ApriI 20 to May 20) A couple opinionated 
characters might gang up on you. They've figured out 
bow they want it to be and aren't taking any input You 
may think they're making a big mistake. If so, keep your 
oprnion to yourself, at least for a while longer. 
.GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You’re still learning and 
remain curious. Your mind is racing at a zillion miles an 
hour: There’s so much information and so little time to 
gather it Stick with things you can apply in your job. 
not necessarily your present job. You could get the job 
of yo ur dre ams soon, so keep that in mind. 

CANCER: (Jone 22 to July 21) You love to baiter and 
get many good things that way. Unfortunately, people 
are often unwilling to negotiate unless you really put on 
the "pressure. You ' should be in shape to handle the 
toughest competitors, so have at it. Chances of success 
are good if you stick to your guns. . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It’s a good day for finan- 
cial decisions and quite a savings could be made. You 
want to jpooL your resources with a partner in order to 
make the very best deal. If you do that, the profit could 
come back to you, and show up as a bonus you can 
spend for .something else, like dinner out together 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your 
sweetheart may find some time to be alone today. Don't 
spend it arguing. You two have so much to talk about so 
many dreams to work on together, so many decisions to 
make. Don't get hung up on little things, get y our feel- 
ings hurt or be too critical- Be gentle and everything will 
work out fine. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Even though it’s 
a-Saturday, yonr work is cut out for you. There’s also a 
party going on, so there’s a conflict brewing. How will 
you get everything done in the same amount of time? It 
almost looks like you’re going to abandon the work and 
go play. Be careful if you do that. There could be reper- 
cussions later. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Looks like 
you’re luckier in love, which is certainly a consolation. 
You-stDl have to deal with a power-hungry person, but 
fiat’s okay. If you have the support you need, which you 
do, you’ll find new ways of accomplishing your .goals. 
Spend some time relaxing to get your energy back up. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
There’s something around your house that needs to be 
handled this weekend. Conditions for you are emphasis- 
ing home, family and real estate. Have you been think- 
ihg about buying real estate or moving? That could be it. 
This would be a good weekend to move, in which case 
you wouldn’t be home, but you’d be going home. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
shouldstart to see your way clearly today. There’s still a 
problem in achieving your goals, but you’re understand- 

« jjj&inore about what they are and how to go after them. 
JEtravelTs on your agenda, a’ trip is possible this week- 
5,. but along one is unlikely. You’fi have to stay close 
%>me for some reason. 

AQC4RICS: (January 21 to February 19) Conditions 
m^effect. today could arouse latent financial considera- 
tions; and you may notice yourself worrying about 
money. Again, teamwork is the solution to your prob- 
You can have what you want, but you can’t afford 
if by yourself. Therefore, you most join forces with 
another and buy it together. This could turn out to be 
fUDL^^ ... 

WSCE&^Febmary 20 to March-20) If you have saved 
yp&^tading material ail week so yon could look at it 
today, you will be immersed in it for most of the day. 
Yqtt imght not get a chance to play until tomorrow. 
Might as-well relax and enjoy iL It was better than doing 
it during the week anyway. 

Birth sto ne of August: Peridot. — Golden Quartz . 


By Saleh AJ-Hnnsi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN; -r- -■ The total 
investments in the Sahab 
Industrial City $ear 
Amman and the Al Hassan 
Industrial City near Irbid 
this year, including expan- 
sion by the existing compa- 
nies], reached JD25.647 
million, according to Amer 
Majali, Director General of 
the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation 
UIEC). 

Jie indicated that 
JD 19.892 milli on were 
invested in the Sahab 
Industrial City and the rest 
in the Ai Hassan Industrial 
City. 

Mr. Majali pointed out 
that this year 1 1 Jordanian 
and foreign companies 
have submitted requests to 
invest in projects within the 
expanded Al Hassan 
Industrial City. He said 
that the overall capital to be 
invested by these 11 com- 
panies is expected to reach 
JD38.3 million which 
should create 9,037 jobs. 


Trading at AFM soars on ABC deal 


By Tareq Ayyonb 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Turnover at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) soared last 
week following a major 
deal on the Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC) shares, 
the stock marker’s weekly 
bulletin indicated Friday. 

The bulletin showed that 
the turnover in the past 
week amounted to JDJ6 
million compared to JD8.1 
million in the previous 
week, or a 95.8 per cent 
increase. 

It added that 7.4 million 
shares were traded at the 
AFM in the past week, with 
an average daily turnover of 


3.2 million shares com- 
pared to 1.6 million shares 
in the previous week. 

According to the bulletin, 
the general price index in 
the past week declined by 

1 .2 points, or 0.69 per cent, 
to 178.9 points down from 
180.1 points in the previous 
week: 

The bulk of the weekly 
turnover was in the banking 
sector which received JD14 
million, or 87 per cent, of 
the trading. It was followed 
by the industrial sector with 
a turnover of JD 1 .6 million, 
or 10 per cent, and the ser- 
vices sector with 
JD 340,000. or 2.1 per cent. 

The insurance sector 
trailed with JD30,000, or 


0.2 per cent of the trading. 

The organised market’s 
share from the turnover 
amounted to JD15.5 mil- 
lion while the parallel mar- 
ket's accounted for 
JD488.442. 

Trading in the banking 
sector focused on the ABC 
shares following the deci- 
sion of the headquarters in 
Bahrain to buy the Housing 
Bank's share in the ABC 
branch in Jordan for a total 
value of JD1 1.7 million. 

The Arab Bank, the 
Kingdom's largest financial 
institution, emerged second 
with JD1.8 million and the 
Housing Bank third with 
JD198.348. 

The bulletin showed that 


trading in the industrial 
sector focused on the Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turing, with a turnover 
amounting to JD529.131, 
followed by the National 
Cable Wire Manufacturing, 
JD1 17,353, and the Jordan 
Steel with JD1 11, 479. 

Activities in the services 
sector focused on the 
Jordan Electric Power, 
JD5 1,649, followed by the 
Arab International 

Investment Education, 
JD39.S09 and the Zarka 
Education with JD16.551. 

Trading in the insurance 
sector, the weakest among 
the four sector, focused on 
the Jordan French 
Insurance with a turnover 


of JD26.132. 

The bulletin showed that 
the trading in the parallel 
market focused on the 
National Aluminium 
Company with a turnover 
amounting to JD65.010 fol- 
lowed by the Al Sharq 
Investment Company with 
JD57.598 and finally the 
Mideast Pharmaceutical 
with a turnover amounting 
to JD45.704. 

Out of the 94 firms that 
changed bands in the stock 
market. 3 1 companies 
recorded increased in the 
their share prices. 41 regis- 
tered decrease and 22 wit- 
nessed no change in their 
prices. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site Is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


5667171 EXT.223 


5684311- 

5699634 EXT. 42 


5667171 EXT.223 


5684311- 1 

^569963 4 EXT.^2 g 

MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

*********** **■* *■* 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

TeL: 03/201 4340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 


i 'fan AtUbico* *)* s4mmOM 



QuaBty Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Slay *Raasonabte Hates 

5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-maD : nysolg go-comjo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quaffiy tri 

at our shop and get * V. 

* JUMBO phot* size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30cm. .. ■ ; 

Shmelsani - Opposite I 
Grind lays Bank. j 

Phone: 5604042 ! 

Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



XhpCift 


Watches- Perfumes 
Sm rdgg - Leaker- Pens 

Cartier i£- 

VBS*CE 
Visit Us At 

www.vtparah.comMpgtft 

Shaban Inf I Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 


FimMam 
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TO 

R^ertise in this 

jlpTION CALL 

56& 

1311 -5699634 EXT. 42 


L'olivier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 



Fax: 5693337 



iSlSflNflBEL 

RealEstate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
m 5864230 -58651 67 
Mobae: 079/37588 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079 - 77390/66271 anytime 
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Hingis reaches quarter-finals 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
Defending champion 

Martina Hingis became the 
first player "to reach the 
semifinals of the WTA Tour 
event here Thursday, when 
she beat South African 
Joannetxe Kruger 6-1. 6-3. 

Second seed Lindsay 
Davenport, third seed Venus 
Williams and eighth seed 
Nathalie Tauziat of France 
advanced to the quarters 
with second-round victo- 


ries. 

Davenport, coming off a 
victory over Williams in 
Stanford last weekend, ral- 
lied from 2-4 in the second 
set to overcome fellow 
American Lisa Raymond'6- 
1. 6-4. and in another all- 
American clash Williams 
heat Chanda Rubin 6-3. 6-2. 

Wimbledon finalist 
Tauziat struggled to defeat 
American qualifier Amy 
Frazier 6-2. 3-6. 6- 1 . 

Hingis was guilty of some 
careless play against a ner- 
vous opponent, bur still 
claimed victory in just 49 
minutes. In a match domi- 
nated by unforced errors, 
there were 10 breaks of 
serve in 16 games. 

Kruger, who had earlier 
beaten seventh seed Irina 
Spirlea and Iva Majolij 
could not maintain the ral- 
lies. 

Even so. Hingis squan- 
dered many points while 
under little pressure, often 
burying the ball in the net or 
sending it wide. 

"Once you win the first set 
6-1 you can lose concentra- 
tion and just try to do a 
show and make some stupid 
shots that don't work out." 
said Hingis. "But somehow 
I got back into the match. 
And the lights are not very 
good and I use contacts any- 



Martina Hingis hits a forehand return during her 6-1, 6-3 victory over Joannette 
Kruger at the Corel WTA Toshiba Tennis Classic at the La Costa Resort and Spa in 
CarlsbadfReuters photo) 


way. and I had a hard time 
seeing the ball." 

Williams injured her left 
calf during her Stanford bat- 
tle with Davenport and is 
playing against the advice 
of doctors and her' father 
Richard. But she showed no 
distress as her greater 
strength and reach gave her 
an advantage over the 
aggressive and often stead- 
ier Rubin. 

“I was a little bit inconsis- 
tent and made some bad 
shot choices at times," said 
Williams, whose sister 
Serena was forbidden to 
play by her father because 
she dropped from an A+ to 
A- in computer studies. 

“I should have kept the 
ball deep, and hit it short for 
no reason at all. I just man- 
aged to play the deuce 


points and the ad points bet- 
ter." 

While the Williams match 
consisted of many fiercely 
contested rallies. 

Davenport's victory over 
Raymond was notable for 
the number of limp 
exchanges that often ended 
with an unforced error. 


“I thought I played pretty 
well the first set but I don’t 
think she played too well. In 
the second set there were a 
lot of errors. It wasn't either 
one of our best matches by 
far," said Davenport, whose 
spirits are still high after 
winning what she described 
as one of her most difficult 
tournaments last week. 

“I'm still a little bit tired 
maybe from such a long 
week, but confidence can 


carry you a long wav. Last 
week l played some great 
tennis, and even though I 
didn’t play my best today I 
know I still have it in me.” 
Davenport recovered from a 
slump after dominating the 
opening set in which she 
sped to a 5-0 lead, but 
Tauziat was unable to stage 
a similar comeback against 
Frazier. 


Tauziat led 5-0, 40-0 
before Frazier pulled herself 
into the match and won the 
next two games. And 
although Tauziat then 
served out for the set. it was 
Frazier who quickly estab- 
lished a 3-0 lead in the sec- 
ond. Tauziat was unable to 
recover from that setback, 
but then took a decisive 4-0 
lead in the deciding set. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Pedersen leaves Blackburn for Strasbourg 


COPENHAGEN I AFP) — Blackburn’s Danish striker Per Pedersen has signed up to play for Strasbourg on a three year 
contract worth S1.4S million. The 29-year-old. who only joined the English Premier side from Odense in February, is 


contract worth S1.4S million. The 29-year-old. who only joined the English Premier side from Odense in February, is 
hoping the move could act as a stepping stone to his re-selection on to the national side, according to a report in a Danish 
newspaper Friday. It says that Pedersen is prepared to acccept a drop in pay at the French club in return for more action 
on the pilch than he enjoyed at Blackburn last season. 


Coventry sign Jamaican international 


COVENTRY (AFP) — Coventry City paid £300.000 for winger Paul Hall from Portsmouth on a two-year deal here on 
Friday. The 26-year-old Jamaican international, who played in the World Cup finals in France, is expected to pla\ against 
Espanol at Highfield Road on Saturday. Sky Blues' boss Gordon Slrachan said: “Paul offers pace, work-rate and honesty. 
He can play on cither flank which is useful to us because Paul Tclfer and Noel Whelan arc injured at present " 


Ireland’s De Bruin alleges conspiracy 


DUBLIN I AFP I — Triple 
Olvmpic swimming gold 
medalist Michelle de Bruin 


confirmed here on Friday 
she would appeal against a 
four-year ban for tampering 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 


HANG ON TO THE REINS 


! Both vulnerable. South deals. 
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there been no takeout doable of «x 
Kp&de. So South's Jeep to game wai 
a reasonable tboL 
West led tbe king of hearts and 
continued with the queen and ace 
forcing declarer to ruff. If truxnpi 
were to split 3-2, there is no prob- 


lem. However, West’s double sug- 
gested that trumps were not break- 
ing normally. If declarer blithely 


i The bidding: 
SOUTH WK 
!♦ Dbl 


starts cashing high trumps, by the 
time South discovers the suit is 4-1 
it is too late to rec ov e r . Try it. 

That does not mean that declarer 
should lower the flag. With reason- 
able care. South can prevent the 
enemy from forcing the long trump 
hand. 


with drugs test sample* 

She also told a Dublin 
news conference of plans to 
seek "substantial damages" 
for the harm done by the 
announcement of the ban. 

And De Bruin spoke of an 
attempt by FINA. the inter- 
national swimming body, to 
ensure that she never again 
swam for Ireland or took 
part in any future Olympic 
Games. 

The swimmer read a 
detailed statement, rejecting 
point by point the allegations 
made against her. She high- 
lighted wha: she said "can 
only be described as a bla- 
tant and mischievous 


NORTH EAST 
a* Pm 


After nifties the third heart, 
'declarer should cash one high 
trump and then lead a low tpaodl 


Opening lead: King of 7 


conceding a tramp trick to Eut, II 
East raverta to hearts, declarer 


Whan a daflmdar holds length in 
trumps, forcing declarer to ruff la 
u effort to sure trump co nt rol is 
an effective way to daaai the con- 
tract. However, declarer does not 
hsvB to submit meekly to the fata 
the opponents have planned for 
him. as this hand illustrates. 

In the modem eqyle. Neath's raise 
to two spade* shows the same type 

of hand as would a ample raw bad 


ruffe in dummy, returns to hand 
with the aoe of diamonds or king of 
clubs to draw tha outstanding 
Crump, then eesbee dummy's 
remaining clubs to emerge with an 
aaovertnek 

Better defense is for East to ahIA 
to a diamond, but that is as Ihtfla. 
Declarer simply rises with the aca, 
draws trumps and dummy's dubs 
ran far 10 tucks. 


attempt to ruin my swim- 
ming career and my interna- 
tional standing”. 

She added: "In the course 
of work that he did in this 
case Peter Lennon (de 
Bruin’s lawyer) has uncov- 
ered a significant body of 
evidence which leads one to 
the undeniable conclusion 
that it has been the ’mention 
of FINA to ensure that by 
whatever method I should 
take no further pan in swim- 
mingand particularly should 
not be allowed to compete at 
the Sydney Olympics in the 
year 2000. 


"1 firmly be)ie\e that there 
ha* been a concerted effort 
on fhe parr of FINA to err-ure 
that I did not sw im again and 
to ensure that by whatever 
method available to them a 
ban would he imposed." 

De Bruin added: "We now- 
go on to the appejl pnxvv. 
which 1 know will prove my 
total innocence in all this." 

Lennon described a* 
"absolute!}, bizarre” the 
FINA finding tha: hi* client 
had been guilty of manipu- 
lating a drug* le*t sample. 

He declared: "They have 
produced no evidenec to 
support this conviction, it is 
as simple as that." 

He hoped the appeal pro- 
ceeding* would begin within 
four to six weeks. 


De Bruin insisted: "I had 
no mouse for introducing 
alcohol or indeed any other 
masking agent into my sam- 
ple and 1 have never tested 
positive for any banned sub- 
stance throughout my career. 

"Despite their efforts 
FINA have been unable to 
get the drugs testing labora- 
tory to issue a doping analy- 
sis report confirming the 
presence of any banned sub- 
stance." 


Rain 


delays 

Canadian 


Open 


TORONTO (AP) — Rain 
throughout Thursday 
forced postponement of the 
day’s schedule in the du 
Mauricr Open tennis tour- 
nament. 

Only ihree games were 
played all day and Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov won them all in 
taking a 3-0 lead over 
MaliVai Washington. 

A light, intermittent rain 
delayed the afternoon ses- 
sion* and it was raining 
more heavily Thursday 
evening when officials 
scrapped the schedule. 

The highlight match of 
the day was to have been 
1 Oth-seeded Goran 

Ivanisevic against No. 8 
Andre Agassi. 

Twelve singles and dou- 
bles matches were affected. 

The forecast for Friday 
called for rain giving way 
to late-morning clearing. 

The makeup schedule 
calls for winners of delayed 
third-round matches to 
play quarterfinal matches 
Friday night. 


‘Keep me 
in team’ 
—Baggio 


ROME (AFP; — Roberto 
Baggio sent Italy’s new 
national coach Dino Zoff a 
message on Friday: ’Keep 
me in the team!* 

Baggio scored two goals 
and made two more as a 
reserve for Alessandro Del 
Piero in Italy's ill-fated 
campaign at France 98. 

■ Now preparing for the 
new - season with Inter 
Milan, in the wake of 
Cesare Maldini’s dismissal 
as national coach. Baggio 
docs nol want to be left out 
of Zoff's plans for his 
debut against Wales on 
September 5. 

"My desire to be in the 
national team is as strong 
a* it is for all the other 
players.” the 3 1 -year-old 
insisted. 

"And with my experi- 
ence. 1 can't see any reason 
why I shouldn’t be aiming 
for it." he added. # 

Zoff has so far kept silent 
m er the team he will pick 
to face the Welsh in their 
qualifier at Antield for the 
European championships 
in 2000. 

The only comment made 
in public is that the possi- 
bility of Baggio and Del 
Piero playing together 
would depend on the play- 
ers' physical condition. 

The one certainty is that 
Italy’s first home game 
under Zoff. another qualifi- 
er for Eum 2000 against 
Switzerland, will be in the 
new coach’s 'home town’ 
of Udine, 

The Group 1 tic on 
October 10 was originally 
pencilled-in for Milan's 
San Siro stadium. 

Instead. Zoff has per- 
suaded Italian football offi- 
cials her to honour the 
northeastern region where 
he was bom and grew up. 
and where he started his 
footballing career for 
Udinesc in 1961. 

His predecessor Maldini 
was allowed the same priv- 
ilege, with his Italy starting 
against Northern Ireland at 
Trieste in January 1997, 
winning 2-0. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 8, 1998 
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Brazilian soccer striker JRonafdo plays with a dolphin along with his girlfriend 
Suzana Werner, as they swim in an aquarium in a Cancun beach resort, in the south- 
ern state of Quintana Roo. Ronaldo is spending his vacation in Mexico after his 
national soccer team was defeated by France in the 1998 World Cup championship 
finals (Reuters photo) 


De La Pena calls Ronaldo to Lazio 


ROME (AFP) — Lazio’s 
new signing Ivan De La 
Pena called on his former 
B arce Iona teammate 

Ronaldo on Friday to quit 
Inter Milan and join him at 
the Rome club. 

Lazio paid S 1 7 million for 
the gifted Spanish midfield- 
er, after beating off compe- 
tition from Ronaldo's pre- 
sent club. 

"So for us to play together 
again, there’s only one solu- 
tion — he’s got to transfer 
to Lazio." De La Pena said. 

“This squad has great 
players and he would really 
enjoy playing here." 

The Spaniard, who won 
the 1997 European Cup 
Winners Cup with Ronaldo, 
is meanwhile convinced the 
Brazilian ace will overcome 
the stress which culminated 
in convulsions on die day of 
the World Cup final. 

“He’s a strong person and 
1 don't think he is paying 


the price for all the pressure 
on him." De la Pena said. 
“Ronaldo’s maturity is 
i mpressive , he ’s a young 
man who has grown up in a 
hurry. 

"But I don't think there’s 
any danger of burn-out 
because of the responsibili- 
ty he has to bear. He’s a 
good friend and I am proud 
to have played with him.” 

In the absence of Ronaldo 
at Lazio, De La Pena is 
putting his faith in the 
Chilean ace who rattled 
Italy in their first match at 
rhe World Cup finals, two- 
goal Marcelo Salas. 

"He’s a bit like Ronaldo 
— in that both players are 
fast and score a lot of 
goals." he said. "I think 
Salas could become the top 
scorer in the Serie A. get- 
ting at least 20 goals. 

He summed up: "Lazio 
have the potential to win the 
championship, thisi* is.,- a : 


competitive squad." he told 
the Corriere delio Sport. 

"I can't make any promis- 
es. other than the commit- 
ment to help Lazio fight on 
every front, right to the very 
end." 

Lazio, last season’s Italian 
Cup winners but UEFA Cup 
final losers — to Ronaldo’s 
Inter, will be among the 
favourites for the Serie A 
and the European Cup 
Winners Cup this time 
around. 

Coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson will get some early 
indications on Friday night, 
when his men turn out 
against Graeme Souncss' 
Benfica in Lisbon. 

De La Pena will be sup- 
porting Roberto Mancini 
and Igor Protii in attack, 
with Salas suffering from a 
groin strain while Lazio 
wait for transfer paperwork 
to come through from River 
. Plate * . ii: -• 
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Texas Rangers second baseman Luis Alicea reaches for the ball as he forces out 
Boston Red Sox Mike Benjamin on a fielder's choice hit bv Darren Lewis in the 
third inningat The Ballpark in Arlington t Reuters photo) ‘ 


Cash boost for Asian Club Championship 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFPi — Extra cash 
prizes will be given in the Asian Club 
Championship as the continent's governing 
body seeks to strengthen support for reams. 

Asian Football Confederation (AFC) gener- 
al secretary Peter Velapp;in said Friday that 
teams reaching the second round will get 
$5,000 and those in the quarter finals u Ill.tJtJO 
bonus. 

Veluppan said "We arc committed to doing 
everything possible to ensure dub football 
gets the support it need*. 

"But many of the competing clubs ore not 
financially sound. By providing them with the 
cash incentives, we hope first to see a further 


improvement in the quality of their game. 
The AFC is also to txiv the expenses n( 


the AFC is also to pay the expenses of all 
referees and officials in the championship. 
Previously the host ream had to pay 
allowances and air fares for match officials. * 


"This move will again help take the financial 
burden off the eluta and encourage them to 
give their best to the tournament," Velappan 
explained. 

The 1 8th Asian Club Championship starts on 
August S w hen Valencia of Maldives entertain 
Daew.yj of South Korea. 

The main action is set to begin in September. 
Defending champions Pohang Steelers of 
South Korea play Vietnam’s Saigon Port oo 
September 16. 

Pohang beat Dalian of China 6-5 in a penal- 
ty shoot-out in the final played at Hong Kong 
in April. Dalian play their first game at home 
unSeptember 19 against India's East Bengal. 

The semi-final and final of the championship 
will be played as centralised tournament from 
April 28-50, Tne venue will be decided law- 
The quarter finals will be held in Lebanffl" 
from Fehruarv 22-28. ’-=*• 
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Under-16 Basketball Championship 

Wihdat take on A1 Jazireh today 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ai Jazireh meet newcomers A1 Wihdat in the first of Saturday’s 
Under-16 basketball matches at the Sports Palace. 

Runner-up last year. Al Jazireh beat Al Raya 97-40 (53-20) in their first match 
while Al Wihdat scored a convincing 131-28 (58-14) win over Al Jeel. 

In the other matches titleholders Al Orthodoxi play Al Jeel, while Al Raya meet 
Abu Nusair who had lost 80-11 (57-8) to last year’s third place Al Ahli. 

The competition groups 7 teams playing in the A mman Group A while the rest 
of the 5 teams are playing in lrbid's Group B. 

The top four in the Amman group will qualify to the second round, while Al 
Hussein and Ibbin qualified from the Irbid group leaving behind Gazzet Hashem, 
Ashrafieh and Samma. 
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Australian plan to go before 
IOC on the fight against drugs 


i* SYDNEY (AFP) — Australia's senior 
sports officials have devised a strategy 
for the International Olympic Committee 
,1 (IOC) to continue its fight against drugs 
in sport. 

n j Australia’s IOC members, Phil Coles 
1 and Kevan Gosper, along with Australian 
| Olympic Committee (AOC) president 
j f John Coates have drawn up a 10-point 
plan to go before the IOC Executive 
Board later this month. 

Gosper, an IOC vice-president, will 
present the Australian submission with a 
view to formulating IOC policy in the 
leadup to the worldwide conference 
! ' against drugs in sport scheduled for 
Janaury. 

“We think there’s more that sports offi- 
: rials, governments and the IOC can do as 

regards talking to sponsors of athletes 
— who test positive,” Coles said here 
Friday. 

“It would have to be a case-by-case sit- 
1 uation (and) it’s a matter of stressing 


clearly in contracts what will happen to 
athletes if they test positive. 

“Anyway, I’ve got a gut feeling that 
some sponsors feel funny about sponsor- 
ing druggies.” 

There is already provision to srop AOC 
and the federal government-backed 
Australian Sports Commission funding 
to athletes who return positive tests. 

The 10-point plan also includes a pro- 
posal to introduce chemical markers into 
synthetic drugs to help in their detection. 

But Coles admitted such a proposal 
was expensive and it was a matter that 
had to be considered in conjunction with 
the manufacturers. 

Coles described the plan as a set of 
guidelines which could change signifi- 
cantly in the leadup to the drugs summit 
in January. 


Festina back in action after 
expulsion from Tour de France 


SAINT SEBASTIEN 
(AFP) — Three Festina 
cyclists expelled from 
the Tour de France over 
doping allegations 
return to action in the 
Saint Sebastien Classic 
here Saturday. 

The Swiss pair Alex 
Zuile and Laurent 
Dufaux and France’s 
Laurent Brochard make 
their comeback less than 
a month after admitting 
to taking drugs during 
. police questioning. 

Miguel Moeno will act 


as Festina’s team direc- 
tor in place of the sus- 
pended Bruno Roussel 
who lifted the lid on the 
whole scandal when he 
admitted to police he 
had conducted a policy 
of administering drugs 
to the team under con- 
trolled medical condi- 
tions. 

Teammate Richard 
Virenque will be miss- 
ing from • the Festina 
line-up as he is already 
competing in an event in 
Germany. 


Four other Spanish 
teams who pulled out of 
the Tour in protest at 
what they regarded as 
police heavy handidness 
— ONCE, Banesto, 
Kelme and Vitalicio — 
have also chosen the 
Classic to mark their 
return to active competi- 
tion. 


Del Piero 

takes 

legal 

action 

over 

drugs slur 

MILAN (AFP) — Juventus 
star Alessandro Del Piero 
instructed his agent on 
Friday to start legal action 
against AS Roma Zdenek 
Zeman following thinly- 
veiled allegations of drug 
use. 

Tertian claimed in an inter- 
view that drugs were in dan- 
ger of turning the Serie A 
into another Tour de France; 
adding that he was amazed at 
the muscle development of 
Del Piero and ex-Juventus 
star Gianluca Vialli. 

Juventus and Vialli both 
refused to comment on the 
Czech coach's claims on 
Friday, but Del Piero derided 
to counter-attack. 

His agent Claudio 
Pasqualin announced that he 
be will suing for damages, 
describing the accusations 
made in ‘T’Espresso” maga- 
zine as very serious, and 
damagin g for die whole of 
football. 

‘Claiming that great cham- 
pions have become what 
they are by taking drugs or 
doping substances is not only 
false but also irresponsible. 

“It’s sporting discipline 
and personal sacrifice that 
has been the basis of Del 
Piero’s success.” Pasqualin 
said. 

“If Mr. Zeman knows 
something different to that, 
then he should address him- 
self to the football federation 
authorities. 

“In the meantime, given 
the unacceptable slur on his 
reputation, Alessandro Del 
Piero has already instructed 
me not only to begin the 
inevitable legal proceedings, 
but once permission has 
granted from the federation, 
to seek appropriate damages 
from a civil court” 

Juventus are currently at 
Udine, where they are 
preparing for Friday night's 
three-way tournament of 45- 
minute matches with 
Udinese and Inter. 

A spokesman for the Turin 
club said there would be no 
comment by either Juventus 
executives or players on the 
Zeman affair, following a 
meeting on Thursday night 
to discuss the issue. 

Vialli was meanwhile tack- 
led on the subject as 
Chelsea's player-manager 
prepared for Friday 
evening's friendly against 
Parma ai Palermo. 


Mrs. Lynne Carisola/ 
Philippinian Nationality 

Due to your absence from your work since 01 .07.98, 
the Brazilian Embassy in Amman requests your atten- 
dance, immediately, within 6 days, otherwise you will be 
considered dismissed from your job at this Embassy. 

DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

* Seim-furnished 1st floor. 

3 bedrooms (incl, one master), 3 baths, kitchen, 
living, dining, sitting rooms and 3 balconies. 

* Open space 280 sq.m. 

Location: Beautiful area in Shmelsani, opposite Darotel. 
For more information, please contact owner at: 5605480 


* Mahogany Desk & Credenza 

* Leather Sofa & Chairs 

* Coffee Tables & Book Shelves 

All very expensive American furniture (like new), suitable 

for Ambassadors & Executives. 




Wrbntihe legendary 
fend mystically rich 
•j)ead Sea comes to you 


World Basketball Championship 

Karassev’s 31 points lead Russia 
into semis past Lithuania 


ATHENS (AP) — Vassily 
Karassev’s 31 points and 
tight second-half team 
defense helped Russia 
beat Lithuania 82-67 
Friday to move into the 
semifinals at the World 
Basketball Championship. 

Karassev scored 19 in 
the second half and Sergey 
Babkov added 10 poiDts 
and 6 rebounds for Russia, 
which next faces the win- 
ner of the quarterfinal 
between die United States 
and Italy. 

Russia pulled away with 
a 9-0 run late in the second 
half, after Lithuania had 
closed to within 63-61. 

Russia, silver medalist at 
the 1994 worlds, had used 
a 14-4 run — with 
Karassev scoring nine 
points — to go ahead 49- 
42 with 15:00 minutes left. 
It never relinquished that 
lead. 

Lithuania, bronze 
medalists at the last two 
Olympics, went without a 
field goal for the first six 
minutes of the second half 
and shot just 17-of-48 (35 
percent i from the field for 
the game. 

The other quarterfinal 
matchups were Yugoslavia 
vs. Argentina and Greece 
vs. Spain. 

The loss knocked 
Lithuania out of medal 
contention, a disappoint- 
ment after the team hand- 
ed the United States its 
lone loss at the tournament 
in preliminary round 
action. 

And Lithuania led by as 
many as nine in the back- 
and-forth first half Friday, 
going up 32-23 with 3:20 
remaining on two free 
throws by Seton Hall 
product Arturas 

Kamisovas. 

There were five ties or 
lead changes in the open- 
ing 20 minutes, which 
ended with Lithuania 
ahead 38-35. 

But Russia shut down 
Lithuania’s high-scoring 
forward tandem of 
Kamisovas and Saulius 
Stombergas after the 
break. Stamburgas fin- 
ished with 17 points and 
Kamisovas with 14, but 
they combined for just 
eight in the second half. 

Karassev, who plays in 
the German League, made 
9-of-!4 shots from the 
field and 12-of-14 from 
the free throw line. 

The two countries used 
to supply players for the 
Soviet juggernaut that for 
years was the only true 
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Newly Built 210 Sq.m Apartment 
with garden and terrace, three 
bedrooms, located In Shmelsani 
(main street) alee suitable as a 
regional office. 


Available in all pharmacies ir 

..sill? RIVAGE 


Natural Dead Sea Minerals 


r ~ Al-Mawared Natural Beauty Products Corp. 

TeL(962-61 562 ! 767/5621 856 5621774 

P-O-Box 92] 4 17 Amman 1 1192 Jordan e-mail : m a warcdfe'go . ccm-jo 

hap 'J! wwwjivagd ioc.com 








Brasil's guard Demetrio Conrado Ferraciu is blockedhyjose Ortiz (LI of Puerto 
Rico during their place 9-12 conciliatory match of the World Basketball 
Championship in Athens' Olympic Stadium. Brasil won 64-76 (Reuters photo) 

challenger to the United NBAer Andrew Gaze’s 33 Brazil defeated Puerto 

States in international points led Australia past Rico 76-64. The winners 

play. Canada 88-71, while will play Saturday for 

in consolation games Rogerio Klafke had 19 ninth place, and the two 

played Friday, former points and 7 rebounds as losers will meet for 1 1th 
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A Leading Saudi General Contracting Company 
Based In Riyadh Looking to Recruit The Following 

1 - Financial Manager 

2 - Construction Manager 

Candidates for these positions should posses the following: 

♦ University Graduate From Will Known University 

♦ Min. 20 Years Experience In Reputed Companies 

♦ Excellent Communication Skills in English both Written & Spoken 

♦ Skills in Computer Application 

Qualified candidates should send their details £ CV to: 

Amman - Jordan 
P.O. Box 922427 
Jabal Al Hussain 


Outstanding Professionals with the following specializations 
to work in the financial services industry in Amman/Jordan: 

1 . Law (preferably Contract Law) 

2. Mathematics or Statistics 

3. Finance or Business Administration 

4. Accounting (preferably a CPA) 

» 

Applicants should preferably have a Postgraduate degree. He/she should 
be a Jordanian citizen, competent in written and spoken English and 
Arabic, computer literate, dedicated and committed. 

Salary will be defined on a competitive basis. 

The requirement is immediate. All interested and qualified applicants are 
immediately requested to fax their CVs and indication of salary 
expectations to 5537702, and mail them along with university transcripts 
and a passport photograph to 

P.O.Box 941494 Amman 11194, Jordan. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is Aug. 13, 1998. 

Only candidates selected for an interview will be acknowledged. 
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Israeli guard 
kills bedouin 


BEERSHEVA (AFP) — An 
Israeli nature park guard 
shot and killed a Bedouin 
man overnight in a restrict- 
ed military zone in the 
Negev desert, sparking 
protests by Arab Israeli 
leaders. officials said 
Friday. 

Police arrested the Israeli 
after the incident, which 
occurred in a desert nature 
reserve that is also an army 
firing zone. 

The guard, whose name 
was not given, was later 
released on bail. 

The guard told police he 
encountered Salman Abu 
Jidla. 20. inside the restrict- 
ed military area in the 
southern Israeli desert and 
opened fire when the man 
tried to flee, a police 
spokesman said. 

According to an account 
of the incident presented at 
the guard's bail hearing, one 
member of an army patrol 
which also chased Abu Jidla 
opened fire as well, but he 
was not detained. 

Abu Jidla was an Israeli 


citizen who lived in the 
Negev. 

TaJeb al Sonaa. an Arab 
Israeli member of parlia- 
ment. denounced the shoot- 
ing as “murder” by “trigger 
happy” Israelis and said the 
incident was part of a broad- 
er campaign waged against 
the Bedouin in the Negev by 
government authorities. 

He singled out 
Environment Minister 
Rafael Eitan. a former army 
chief and national hardliner, 
who has demanded tough 
action to counter the expan- 
sion of Bedouin villages 
into so-called state lands in 
the Negev. 

Eitan suggested among 
other things cutting off 
water and electricity to 
unauthorized Bedouin 
camps in the region. 

Some 85,000 Bedouin live 
in the Negev and another 
38.000 have settled in north- 
ern Israel and around Tel 
Aviv. 


NEW FINDS DUG- UP NEAR TAFILEH: A statue of a women (left), believed to be a Nabataean deity was unearthed at Al Darih dig, 14 kilometres 
north of Tafileh in southern Jordan. The statue and the other tow busts (above) are believed to date back to the First Century AD. The excavations 
were carried by the Yarmouk University, the Sorbon and the French Archaeological Institute for the near east (text and photo by Ghazi Al Amrean) 


U.N. looks headed for 
review of ties with Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
UN. Security Council on Friday 
appe are d headed for a review of 
its relations with Baghdad after 
calling Iraq's decision to stop 
cooperating with UN. weapons 
inspectors “totally unacceptable.” 

In a statement after a closed- 
door council session on 
Thursday, the Security Council 
said Baghdad's move was “total- 
ly unacceptable" and urged it 
‘•not to implement its decision." 
The statement followed US. 
calls for a tough response to 
Baghdad's announcement on 
Wednesday it was halting coop- 
eration with the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with Iraqi disarmament, 
unless it was radically restruc- 
tured. 

Before the council statement. 
Iraq's deputy UN. representative 
said UN. inspectors in Baghdad 
would still be allowed to work 
but that teams attempting intru- 
sive inspections would not 
receive Iraqi escorts essential for 
them to more. 

Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
both during the council meeting 
and speaking later with reporters, 
proposed what he called "a more 
direct dialogue than has occurred 
hitheno" between Iraq and the 
council. 

“It is my view that, rather than 
allowing this situation to detenev 
rate into a crisis, the Security 
Council should engage with the 
Iraqi authorities in order to 
resolve the problem." Mr. Annan 
said in remarks to the council that 
were later made public. 

That reflected comments bv 


Two UNSCOM teams leave headquarters 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Two teams from the 
U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with disarming Iraq left the com- 
mission's headquarters on the outskirts of 
Baghdad on Friday morning. 

Four UNSCOM cars were accompanied 
by members of the Iraqi national depart- 
ment of monitoring, but it was not clear 
where the cars were going or whether it was 
a monitoring or inspection mission, an AFP 
photographer repotted. 


UNSCOM in Baghdad was unavailable 
for comment. 

On Thursday, “five or six" UNSCOM 
teams engaged in long-term monitoring 
went out and encountered no problems. 
UNSCOM official Gustavo Flauvincn told 
AFP. 

An inspection by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) charged with mon- 
itoring Iraq's nuclear capabilities was vol- 
untarily cancelled. Flauvincn said. 


chief U.N. weapons inspector 
Richard Builcr. who has spoken 
several times of finding “a slight- 
ly new creative way" of avoiding 
the “repeated syndrome" of a 
standoff between the United 
Nations and Iraq. 

Neither Mr. Butler nor Mr. 
Arman provided details. But 
there have been unconfirmed 
reports that Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz, who spoke 
with Mr. Arman by phone on 
Thursday, might come to New 
York soon. 

The current standoff began 
after Mr. Butler rejected a 
demand by Mr. .Aziz, in Baghdad 
last Monday that he certify Iraq 
free of all weapons of mass 
destruction. 

That would clear the way to 
Iraq's prune objective — an end 
to punishing sanctions m force 
since its l c **0 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Iraq raised the sakes on 
Wednesday by sqymg it would 
no longer work with Mr. Butler’s 
INSCOM unless it was drasti- 
cally overhauled and moved to 


Geneva or Vienna from New 
York to eliminate what Iraq 
regards as U.S. influence aimed 
at maintaining sanctions indefi- 
nitely. 

But both the Security Council 
and Mr. .Annan have made clear 
that Iraq must abide by Gulf war 
disarmament resolutions. 

Mr. .Annan, like the council, 
made clear that Iraq was “clearly 
in violation" of crxmril resolu- 
tions. and of an agreement that he 
signed in Baghdad last February, 
intended to assure full access for 
UN. weapons teams. 

The February pact averted 
attacks against Iraq by the United 
States and Brifcun in response to 
Iraqi interference. 

Mr. Annan vud alter 
Thur-day'v cixrnci; meeting that 
be hoped ;r.:/narv fivee iwuW 
not Sj needed in the current situ- 
ation. 

"I heye r. ! ■> !>.x going i«> he 
nccossy. cut i think wc need to 
be determined, wc need to he 
persistent. .j,Tij we need if* prc--. 
on." he -aid 

L\S. President B;Ii CTinber on 


Thursday called Iraq's refusal to 
cooperate ■'Unacceptable" and 
said that it only strengthened US. 
resolve to keep sanctions in 
place. 

“Unless. Iraq reverses course 
and cooperates fully with interna- 
tional w eapons i n spec t ors, the 
United States will stop any and 
ail efforts to alter the sanctions 
regime." he said 

American UN. envoy Bill 
Richardson told rcpmcrs after 
the council meeting that the 
United States was "very pleased 
with the outcome." He repeated 
"a strong Security Council 
response is needed" and that he 
would consult tn days ahead txi 
what that might be. 

British H*c!gn Secretary 
Robin Grok also Kicked the 
tv»j tracii CitemenL trying: "It 
SadiLun Husvcn is genuine in 
wanting sanctions lifted, he can- 
cvT.iir.uc uv defy the will of 
tin: mtemrtnxul community." 
Russli urged Baglxiid to resume 
ct s Tvrati' r. .md France coital > xi 
Iraq nix motismici the l t.N arms 
tnspcVsT.' mrt. 


Israel links U.N. nuclear 
pact to U.S. guarantees 


TEL AVIV | AFP) — Israel has 
linked its approval of a UN. 
agreement to launch negotia- 
tions on banning production of 
nuclear weapons materials to 
US. guarantees that such a pact 
will not damage its own nuclear 
weapons capability, the Haaretz. 
newspaper reported Friday. 

As of Friday. Israel was the 
only member of the 61 -nation 
UN. Conference on 
Disarmament withholding sup- 
pen lbr the launch or negotia- 
tions on a “cut-off treaty" ban- 
ning production of fissile materi- 
als used to make nuclear bombs. 

The conference, meeting in 
Geneva. had hoped for an Israeli 
response on Friday but a 
spokesman for Prime Minister 
Benyumin Netanyahu indicated 
it would lake longer for tlic gov- 


ernment to take a decision. 

‘The prime minister has been 
in contact with the United Slates 
and wc have asked them to wait 
a few days because this is a sen- 
sitive and complicated matter." 
spokesman Aviv Bushinskv told 
AFP. 

The Haaretz. said Israel had 
conditioned its support for the 
negotiations on Washington pro- 
viding “firm guarantees” that 
any future treaty would not 
involve sending international 
inspectors to Israeli nuclear sites. 

Mr. Bushins ky would not con- 
firm the report, only that Mr. 
Netanyahu was in contact with 
US. officials over the issue. 

Israel has never publicly 
acknowledged having nuclear 
weapons hut press reports said 
the country has built between 


100 and 200 nuclear warheads at 
its nuclear facility of Diraona in 
the Negev desert. 

The Haaretz said Israeli offi- 
cials arc worried that U.S. dis- 
pleasure with the deadlocked 
Isracli-Palcstinian peace talks 
had weakened the chances of 
getting a sympathetic hearing in 
Washington on the nuclear issue. 

The UN. Conference on 
Disarmament has been trying for 
years to launch talks on a Fissile 
Material Cut-off Treaty 
(FMCT). The effort received a 
spectacular boost last week 
when Pakistan and India 
climbed on board under intense 
international pressure following 
the two nations' nuclaer tests in 
May. 


Vatican reminds Israel of 
Catholic Church autonomy 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — The 
Vatican responded Friday to the 
Israeli government’s opposition 
to a newlv-namcd bishop for 
Christian Arab Israelis with a 
firm statement that appnintmaUs 
were a mailer dcciitcti «ml> by 
the Holy See. Ignoring reported 
Vatican anger over Israeli med- 
dling in its appointments. Prime 
Minister Bcnyainin Netanyahu 
on ThurJ.iv spoke nut against 
the nomination of Picnr 
Mualcm for the Greek Catholic 
diocese of Akko. in Israel’s 
nrxthcm Galilee region. 

Mr. Netanyahu accuses the 


bishop, blessed on Saturday by 
Pope John Paul IT. of being dose 
to Fan»uk Kaddoumi, a senior. 
Tunis-based Palestinian otlicial 
who is suongly critical of peace 
accords with Israel. 

Vatic.m spifasman Giro 
Benetkitiiii reminded the Israeli 
govemtnent of a "fundamental 
uceoid" between the Roman 
Callktfie Cl lurch and Israel 
which spoke of "the amoixxny 
of tlic church and the state, each 
wall iLs own remils." 

“The nomination of bishops 
fiw the Githniic Church falls on 
the pontiff, exercising his highest 


power." said Mr. Benedcttini. 

Rcganjing "the nomination of 
MuaJem. the synod of the Greek 
Catholic Church had proceeded 
free of all type of outside pres- 
sure" he added. 

Church suuiva in Jerusalem 
said Thursday that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office had inter- 
vened directly with Vatican offi- 
cials in a hid to have an Israeli 
Arab priest Father Emile 
Shufani. named bishop in Akko 
instead of Mualcm. 


Sudanese talks end in disarray 


ADDIS ABABA tAFPl — 
Sudanese peace talks broke up in 
disarray Friday when the gov- 
ernment rejected a joint commu- 
nique slating that neither side 
would dheri food relief for 
famine victims, even though 
talks on other key points had col- 
lapsed. 

Foreign Minister Mustapha 
Osman Ismail said the govern- 
ment was not “committed" to 
the communique, blaming the 
collapse on the "rigidity” of the 
rebel delegation. 

The talks were aimed at find- 
ing a political solution to the 15- 
year-okJ strife pitting the black 
animist and Christian south 
against the .Arabised and Islamic 
north, which is estimated to have 
claimed a million Ihes and dis- 
placed hundreds cf thousands of 
people. 

The communique acknowl- 
edged that die government dele- 
gation and the Sudan People's 
Literati on .Army tSPLA) could 
not agree on two key points: the 
definition of southern Sudan and 
separation of state and religion. 
They also disagreed on whether 
the country' should be tun on fed- 
eral or confederal lines before a 
referendum on the future of the 
south. 

'The talks collapsed." 5PLA 
official John Luk Jok said at a 
news briefing. 


The communique said the two 
teams had agreed "not to Joen 
relief supplies, and. further. rnx 
to use those supplies fir military 
and/cr political fxnposcs." 

At the last round of talks ui 
May. the two sides agreed to 
hold a referendum deciding on 
"unity or outright secession” for 
the south — without deciding 
when to do so. 

During this w eek's talks, they 
could not agree on w hich areas 
made up southern Sudan for the 
purpose of the referendum. 

Nor did they agree in May on 
how the sou* would be gov- 
erned in the meantime. 

This week, the SPLA pro- 
posed ruling by confederation 
until the vole is taken while 
demanding that three central 
areas have the option to split off 
from the north. 

Those areas include the main- 
ly black- African regions of 
southern Kordofan, southern 
Blue Nile and Abyei. 

The southerner proposed two 
separate states — each equipped 
with ils own army "because we 
don't trust each other." SPLA 
spokesman Paean Amum told 
AFP 

The government delegation, 
however proposed a federal svs- 
tenv 

Anofficr issue that stymied the 
talks was the separation of state 


from rcIig:»T. 

Each •yJe Named die rthcr 
Friday for 2x* fameic that has hit 
soufflem Sudan xtd threatens the 
live* of n»*v :htn 25 irnllkY) 
people. 

At the opening ceremony. 
Organisation of African Unity 
Secretary General Saiim Ahnu! 
Salim caiied for ar. urgent solu- 
tion to the "serneicsx j.t*J mdc- 
fensihie" war. 

“The* conflict has* a ‘4»g- 
motrsanun of the entire c«»mi 
nerc.” Mr Salim suJ. referring 
:n the images fashed round the 
world of starving adults and chil- 
dren. 

The cuRinranquc the two 
sides had agreed to mcc! scam tn 
Van.it within cx months. 

U.N. Secretary General KoJi 
Annan offered to mediate jf br*h 
sides and IG.AD in*, tied him to 
do so. 

Delegates from both sides told 
.AFP they welcomed the offer. 

The SPLA declared a three 
month ceasefire it. the s.xrben 
areas wrra hrt K the famine in 
mid-July. 

That trace wa> quickly 
matched ry Khartoum and for- 
mer rcN:! inter group* that 
have gene over to the gmnn- 
rraant side, hm !hc geographical 
areas were never elcarlv defined. 


Netanyahu ‘trying to balance 
competing demands on pullback’ 


TEL AVIV iAP) — Prime 
Minister Bcnyamm Netanyahu 
=-ud Friday he wa, trying to 
'■‘nkc a balance on how much 
teni.ey -Jnubi tv handed •aw 
to the RikMintans m the long- 
dei.iycd I -uracli troup withdrawal 
m the West Bank. 

Al'O rridLiy. .in 1-raclt newspa- 
per puHidicd m.t]w »t said 
sh-v-cd the mal demands being 
nude b> right-wing and centrist 
cksncnts m Nctanx.ihu's cralr- 
tirn prvvnvncni. 

The chvuce belwren land tn 
the West Bank hill region, which 
i> dct-civ popukiicd with 
f^’c^rmuis and where most of 
the JstalJi sirajcnxmLs arc kern- 
ed. and land in the largely 
unpoptiiated Judean Desert, 
which Israel has. traditionally 
wanted to retain for sccunty rca- 

The United Stales has pn> 
p.N:J CkS Israel give up 13 per 
cent of the \\'es! Bank in this 
long -delayed trocp redcplcn- 
merj. The Palestinians rduciani- 
S> agreed, although ihcv had 
hoped fie much mnrc icmlory. 

Mr NcteJtv ahu for several 
mnr.tii-. rcxncd the 1 3 per can 
as execs -we. »twi the grounds that 
t. io nun-, Jewish settlements in 


the West Biuik wnukl he sur- 
rounded bv PalcstinLm-c«>n- 
txttllcd icmtny as a result, 

In an attempt to bridge the g.ip. 
Mr. NcUnvahu recently suggest- 
ed Jut three of the 13 percent ij:e 
points consist of land in tlx? 
sparsely pitpulatcd Judeat 
Desert, which the PaUstmi.ins 
w\«ld receive in the fomiot two 
nature reserves where no hous- 
ing could be liuilL 
This proposal iv opposed h> 
the Third Way, a centrist p.ut\ m 
Netanyahu's ciolirion p.«cm- 
rnert. TliinJ Way lawmaker 
Yehuda Hare) said Lsntcl slxnikl 
retain dx* JixJeaD Desert Kxh fur 
security leasts and because 
very few Palestinians live in n. 

Me HaicI said the entire 1 3 per 
cent withdrawal should he from 


the hill region, precisely because 
llial is where most uf the 
I'.iiestinians iiva 
MiTwcvcr. if Mr. Netanyahu 
complies with the Third Way’s 
demand, farriglw parties ui die 
(.tviliuon Uuciten In bring down 
the government. 

Interviewed wi Israel Radio 
I rtday. Mr. Netanyahu said secu- 
rity concerns, not trying to keep 
his coalition together, were his 
pnurily. “A hulancc has in he 
found between the two security 
uwodcrnluxis." he said. 

Later, he told reporters: 'There 
is no reason why wc can’t 
achieve an agreement with the 

Palestinians in short order. It 
requires negotiations... and were 
prepared to engage in this.” The 
two maps appeared in the news- 


paper Haaretz two days after Mr. 
Netanyahu .submined to his 12- 
memher security cabinet maps 
showing alternative pn?posals 
for the Israeli withdrawal. The 
prime minister’s office refused to 
confirm whether the maps pub- 
lished by Haaretz wen: the maps 
submitted to the security caNncL 
Mr. Netanyahu's spi^kcsman 
Aviv Bushircsky said only that 
’These arc not toe final maps of 
llte negotiations" Kdcstinian 
officials have already rejected 
the Judean Dexm ' proposal. 
PNA Minister Hasson Asfour 
said the Patestinians have no 
ohjcctiou tu accepting existing 
nanirc reserves, but win not 
agree to set any up for the pur- 
pose of pcvtnting Arabs from 
living there. 


Netanyahu insists Arafat condemn killing of settiers 


TEL AVIV (AFP I - Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin NcianyaJui demanded Hurstkiy that 
FdJtstinian President Yawcr Arafat publicly ov- 
demo the slaying IhLs week rt twu West Bank s«- 
tlcrs by suspected I^cstinian'. 

“Arafia must denounce these killings, and I liopc 
lie will," Mr. Netanyahu tnki reporter, as he reiter- 
dctl cads fir the Palestinian Nittiunal Autlxmty to 
take tougher actum ag.tinq armed militants in areas 
under its control. 


Mr. Netanyahu also confirmed that he bad spo- 
kai by telephone with Mr. Aral ui on Tuc^Jav for 
the litu time in montir. and urged a renewed effort 
to break tbc 1 7-momh-nId deadlock in peate nceo- 
lialiniw. 

“I spoke wills Arafat iwt? days ago and y:«jsted 
wc try to avoid the public polemics as much w nos- 
sililq arid engage seriously in the ncsixutions to 
complete interim agrcanetiLs between Israel and 
tic Palestinians." he sakJ 


Premature babies 
jobless in 
Hollywood 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Premature babies are going 
to have a tough time finding 
work in Hollywood under a 
new law signed by California 
Governor Pete Wilson. The 
statute, signed into law this 
week, prohibits the use of 
premature babies under the 
age of one month in TV and 
films. The law was passed at 
the urging of the Screen 
Actors Guild. 

painted or not: 

No nudity in 
Venezuela 

CARACAS (AFP) — 
Eleven male students wanted 
to expose the flaws of a plan 
in Venezuela to start charging 
tuition for universities, but 
police were barely amused. 
The eleven — whose nude 
bodies were painted blue — 
were arrested dining a 
protest march and branded 
“sexual deviants” by the 
head of the Caracas 
Metropolitan Police, General 
Francisco Belisario. “It is not 
proper behavior for men to 
show' themselves in the nude 
before the public," said the 
police chief. 

Pot by accident 

STOCKHOLM (R) — An 
unlucky collision with a 
moose landed a Norwegian 
driver in hospital and then in 
jail when police found 28 
kilogrammes of hashish 
stashed in his wrecked car. 
Swedish newspaper Metro 
said the crash happened at 
Svinesund in Sweden close 
to the Norwegian border 
when a moose ran out of the 
finest and in front of the car. 
The driver was taken to hos- 
pital in Fredrikstad. Norway. 
When his car was towed to a 
nearby garage for repairs, 
mechanics discovered the 
stash of hash and reported it 
to the police. 

Medical check 
for transsexual 
soldiers 

LONDON (R) — A British 
army medical board checked 
to see if the force's first trans- 
sexual sergeant major was fit 
enough to be a soldier. 
Joseph Rushton. a 37-year- 
old soldier who started tak- 
ing hormone treatment to 
become a woman nearly two 
years ago. has said he 
believed he would stay in the 
army. But defence officials 
said the medical board had to 
determine whether Rushton 
met the army's fitness stan- 
dards. 

Film star Kurt 
Russell to play 
Ataturk 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Hollywood film star Kurt 
Russell is tipped to replace 
the Spanish actor Antonk* 
Banderas in the leading part 
of a movie on the life of 
Turkey's national I veto 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. the 
Turkish daily Mil liyet repeal- 
ed Thursday. Citing the 
film's producer Tiuqiim 
Olivier on a recent visit to 
Ankara. Millyel said do offi- 
cial offer had been made yet, 
but Russel! had been sound- 
ed out and seemed enthusias- 
tic about the project 

To all Russians: 

Do not kill cats 

MOSCOW (R) — A 
Moscow court has sentenced 
a man to six months cofttc- 
tional labour and a fine fof 
killing a cat which he threw 
out of his apartment window 
for eating his minced meat, 3 
Russian daily newsfap^ 
said. Kommersant Daily 
quoted judges as saying tW 
conviction of Vladimff 
Kotov, whose surname ifon** 
cally derives from ft* 
Russian word “koT (cad 
was meant as a message to 
all Russians. 
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